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Preface

As a homeschool mother of four children very close in age, | often found the preschool years
to be a mishmash of what was happening with the older children. There wasn't a lot of
intentional planning for the littlie's lessons, it was all very spontaneous. After they began some
formal learning | still kept things fairly simple. However, my preschool and kindy kids
sometimes requested more schoolwork. At these times | did a variety of activities and the
ones that were a hit usually combined reading together, paper, glue, scissors and some
coloured markers. These lessons also had the advantage of something to show Daddy when

he came home.

Introducing science lessons was always well received because most young children are
fascinated with nature and animals. And for that reason, this is the perfect place to begin their
science education. | am also passionate that children learn to love books so | decided to make
a resource that would teach children to make their own books and give them a science lesson

at the same time.

| know that when life is very full with little ones you want a no fuss curriculum that is easy to

begin. Therefore, as | prepared this resource it was a priority that it was pick-up-and-go.

| hope you enjoy using this resource with your young children.

Introduction

This simple zoology resource will teach your children about twelve of Australia’s unique

animals. Each lesson encourages children to learn about:

e classification — the names and some basic classification taxonomy
e identifying different species’ habitats
e the lifecycle of different animals

e the biogeography of animals — where they live

Start by reading the information provided about the animal for yourself. | found talking about
the animal in a conversational way worked best but you can read aloud the text as written.
The poem is for reading aloud and should act as a conversation starter. You can also read from
additional resources if desired. After you have read, ask your children to tell back to you all

that they know about the animal you are studying, then have them complete the mini book.



Activity — Animal Mini Books

After reading each chapter, you can create your mini book on that animal. Simply use the
Animal Mini Book Templates found in your Foundation Activity Book. You'll also find

matching coin, stamp, and animal track images to cut out and past into your mini books..

Australian Zoology Resource

Australia is a treasure trove of unique flora and fauna. According to the Australian Wildlife
Conservancy Organisation, “87% of our mammal species, 93% of reptiles, 94% of frogs and
45% of our bird species are found only in Australia.” It has the largest population of living
marsupials (carrying their young in pouches) in the world. The iconic kangaroos and koalas are
only two of these curious marsupials. Australia and Papua New Guinea also have the only
monotremes (egg laying mammals) in the world. When the platypus (a monotreme) was first
sent to Britain to be examined it was so odd that is was thought to be a hoax. Most of

Australia’s wildlife is found nowhere else on earth.

Zoology is a branch of biology that studies the animal kingdom, classification, origins,
habitats, lifestyle and biogeography. In the study of Australia’s Zoology, explanations for why
Australia’s biogeography (the science of the geographical distribution of plants and animals)
is so different to other places around the world is speculative. No one really knows.
Evolutionists believe the geographical distribution of Australia’s plants and animals neatly fits
with the evolutionary timeline of millions of years, but creationists believe that there are holes
to the evolutionary theories such as the distribution of marsupial fossils worldwide.
Creationists point out that many of the evolutionary theories of migration along land bridges
during the ice age, migration through natural land rafts and adaptation to different
environments are still plausible explanations that can be used by those who believe in the
dispersion of animals after Noah’s flood. In fact, some of the disjunct distributions (when
similar plants and animals are found on different continents) like the opossum in South
America and the Australian possum are yet to be explained by evolutionists. The study of
Australia’s zoology is more than the creation evolution debate, and it will not be discussed in

this resource.

You do not need an additional book for this resource but if you would like to add some books

there are many with excellent photographic illustrations on Australian animals.



1. Bandicoot & Bilby

| thought you were a rabbit, but | see that I’'m mistaken.
You're just the little bandicoot living near the station.
| think that you are clever when you dig and dig for hours

But my garden would look better if there were no holes but flowers.

Bandicoots are pointy nosed marsupials about the size of a rabbit. They have long tails and
small ears except for the Bilby who has rabbit shaped ears. During the day they sleep hidden
in grassy nests or burrows but at night they scurry about and forage for worms, insects, and
plant roots to eat. Leaving a trail of little mounds and conical holes they dig where the soil is

soft.

Cleverly designed pouches face backwards preventing babies from getting dirty when their
mother's long front claws dig. Bandicoots have very short pregnancies some only lasting
twelve days; this is the shortest of all mammals. The babies live in the pouch for about seven
weeks and soon after they leave, the mother is pregnant again. Whilst a bandicoot may only
live for a few years, some species have several litters a

year of up to six young. The male, larger than the female, Where Can I be Found?

is more aggressive.

When European settlers first came to Australia there were
eleven species of bandicoot, now there are only eight. The
Bilby which used to be found in 70% of Australia is now the
rarest of all the bandicoots living only in the top part of
Australia. Bandicoots need protection from dogs, cats and
foxes. Three species of bandicoot have become extinct,

and five species are dangerously low. Breeding programs

are attempting to increase numbers.
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Animal Mini Book Tem,olo\’ces

What you'll need.:
O Markers (e.g. pencils or texters)
O Mini book templates (in this book)
O Stamp, coin and track pictures (in this book)
O Glue or tape
O Scissors
How to:
O Cut out the template and pictures for the animal you are

learning about.
O Follow the instructions below to assemble the book.
O Follow the instructions on the template to fill in the booklet.

1. Cut out border 2. Fold in half

3. Now in half

/

o

4. Cut middle section 5. Open and fold in

y 6. Now in half

7. Push into middle and
pull-out sides 8. Fold into a book

w6
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Week 1 — Bilby Mini Book Pictures to Cut Out

Aust(alig 25¢

Endangered Species

Week 3 — Echidna Mini Book Pictures to Cut Out
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