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Progress in Reading

When you begin teaching a child to read, the experience is often different with each
child. Some children quickly learn the basics, but once reading becomes more complex
and new sounds are introduced for the same letters, it can sometimes feel a little
overwhelming.

| know some of my own children were quite comfortable reading simple sentences like
“The cat sat on the mat”, but when the sentences became more difficult, such as “l love
steamboats,” or when we needed to explain that sometimes the letter 'a’ can sound
like an'o’, as in ‘'what’, it suddenly felt like a great deal of new information.

In this book, your child will revise sounds already learnt in the My Homeschool Phonics
series, and learn new sounds and words comprising two and three syllables. If they have
mastered the My Homeschool Year 7 Phonics. Part A, they should be ready to begin this
book. They will also learn that the English language has many of the same sounds with
different spellings.

Unfortunately teaching reading isn't as clear cut as we would like it to be. So, if you
need to slow down, repeat lessons, or spend longer revising certain concepts, that is
completely fine.

If you have not yet completed My Homeschool Year 1 Phonics: Part A (or another
introductory phonics course), we have provided a short Before You Start Assessment to
help you assess your child's readiness for this book.

This book has been created to work alongside My Homeschool English 78. You will find
the weekly lessons correspond with each other so, when possible, teach them side by
side. But if you get out of sync, it will not matter too much because the two resources
are not dependent on each other and can be taught as individual standalone lessons.

This resource has been designed to provide a structured continuation of reading
instruction using phonics within a Charlotte Mason-inspired approach to home
education. The lessons are intentionally short, simple, and sequenced.

Charlotte Mason strongly believed that lessons should be successful experiences.
Children should not regularly struggle, stumble, or feel defeated during reading lessons.
If a lesson feels difficult, simply slow the pace, return to familiar words, or stop and
continue another day.

Before beginning the lessons, it is very important that you read the introductory
information carefully. The teaching tips and explanations provided at the beginning of
the course will help you use the program successfully and keep the learning experience
positive and enjoyable for both you and your child.



Before You Start Assessment

Before beginning this resource, your child should already have been introduced to the
following letters and sounds. (See the Scope and Sequence for which sounds are
included in Part A and B).

Your child should now be confident in:
e sounding out words,
e blending sounds together to read words,

e understanding that adding 's' to some words can make them plural (for example:
dog = dogs),

e and reading simple sentences independently.
They should already have read:
e many three-letter CVC words (consonant—vowel-consonant),
e and some four and five letter words with more than one syllable.
Your child should also understand that:
e Sentences begin with a capital letter and end with punctuation.
At this stage, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks have been introduced.

If your child has not yet mastered these foundational skills, they may not yet be ready
to progress to this book. It is perfectly fine to slow down, revise earlier lessons, and
strengthen confidence before moving ahead.

You may also use the assessment sentences to help determine whether your child is
ready to begin this book.



Assessment Sentences

Use these sample sentences from My Homeschool Year T Phonics: Part Ato assess your

child’s reading confidence and blending skills.

J&H’?@ makes a Cﬂk@.

Todag IS d sunny dag.

The train went fast in the rain.
The baby smiles.

They sit and they wait.

Eight kids g0 up a hill.

The steak is yum.

A leat buds on a free.

| hide by the white slide.

It is a nice mgh%.
Mum lets me he//o frg an eqq.

God tells us to be kind.



Week 1: Lesson 1—‘00’ as in /oo/ — soon

New Sound: ‘oo’ as in /oo/ — soon
Say the words together

Sound Out | Say Word Sound Out Say Word
Z—00 Z00 h—o0—1 hoot
f—o0 foo f—oo—d food
S—00—n |so00n r—oo—f roof
m—00—n |moon s—m—o0—1h | smooth
r—00—m |[room n—oo—d—le | noodle
m—u—sh—r—oo—m | mushroom

For the Teacher

This week your child learns the long /0o/ sound, spelt with ‘'oo’. This is the sound you
hear in ‘soon’ and 'moon’. There are other spellings for /oo/ that will come in later
weeks.

The /oo/ sound can be represented by several common spelling patterns:

e 00 — zOO, soon, food
e ue — blue, true, clue

e u-e — rude, rule, June
e ew — grew, flew, chew
e OU — SOUp, group

e O —do

e ough — through

We will learn these spellings over the next four weeks.
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Lesson 2—The Zoo

Say the words together first:

Z00, S00n, 7[00, 1[006{

Read the passage

We will go to the zo0 very soon.
Can | g0 too?" says Max.
Ves, you can, says Mum.
We take some food for our lunch.
The zoo has a lion and a zebra.

Soon it is fime fo 40 home.

['hat was the best zoo!” says Max.

For the Teacher
The words to, too and two sound the same, but they have different meanings and
spellings.

o tois often used when we are going somewhere: We will go to the zoo.

e too means also. Can / come too?

e two is the number 2.

Also note, the er ending in tiger contains the weak schwa sound discussed in the
Teaching Notes.
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Lesson 3—The Moon

Say the words together first:

moon, room, VVIOOH‘FS})/HE_)VV?OOHShmé

High frequency word and new word to sound out
own, r—e—f—l—¢—c—t—s —> reflects
Read the passage

The moon is up in the s/eg at n/gfnl.
It cannot make its own //gfnl.

The moon reflects the //'g/nl of the Sun.

Moonshine can //’gH my  room when it s

dark.

For the Teacher

The word own is included as a high-frequency word. Your child has not yet learnt this
spelling pattern, so if they do not recognise own, simply tell them the word and read it
together. They will meet this spelling pattern later in the phonics sequence.

After reading, ask: Where does the Moon's light come from? Explain if needed that
the Moon does not make its own light. It reflects light from the Sun.

Reflects is decodable but it is a long word to sound out. Help the child to sound it out.

Moonshine is a compound word. Help them to see the two words and get them to
decode each word individually and then blend them together.

22



Lesson 4—Noodle Soup
Say the words together first:

nood/e, I[OOd, room, SI’V?OOH’

Read the passage

Mum makes us chicken nood/e soup.
The noodle soup smells qood.
We eat our food in the warm room.

[ he soup IS smoofh and hot.
| love this fooc/,” / say.

For the Teacher

Love is a high frequency word with an irregular spelling. This word was taught in the
My Homeschool Foundation Phonics but they may need a reminder.

Narrate: Ask the child to tell you what they just read in their own words. This is a check
for comprehension.
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Week 16: Lesson 57—‘oy’ as in /oy/ — boy

New Sound: ‘oy’ as in /oy/ — boy
Say the words together

Sound Out Say Sound Out Say Word
Word

7[_()% 7[0% d—e—s—f—r—ag d@S?lI’O%

b_O% bOg C_O_I’?_U_O% COHUO%

oY Joy r—og—a—/ roya/
c—oy coy /—og—a—/ /oya/

R_Oﬂ RO% O%_S_%_élf ogsfer

e—n—]— enjoy a—nn—oy annoy

’

For the Teacher
This week your child learns the oy spelling for the /oy/ sound heard in boy and toy.

Next week your child will learn another common spelling for the same /oy/ sound: oi,
as in coin and join. Over the next two weeks, help your child notice that the same
sound can be represented by different spellings.

Roy is a boy's name, so it begins with a capital letter. Remind your child that the
names of people are proper nouns and always begin with a capital letter.

Some of the words in this lesson are longer words. Encourage your child to find the
familiar oy grapheme first, then work through the other sounds and blend the whole
word together.
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Lesson 58—Roy the Boy
Say the words together first:

Roy, boy, fog, Jog, enjog

Read the passage

Rog IS a bog.

He has a new foy.

It fills him with Joy.

| enjoy this fog so much, he says.
He p/ags with the foy all dag.

Roy is full of Joy.

For the Teacher
The longer word enjoy contains the familiar word joy. Help your child find joy within
enjoy and then blend the whole word.

Talk about the meaning of joy. Joy is a feeling of great happiness or delight. Ask your
child to tell you about something that brings them joy.

Narrate: Ask your child to tell you why Roy was full of joy.
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Lesson 59—An Oyster
Say the words together first:

oysfer, I”O%&?/, annoy
Read the passage

An oysfer lives in the sea.
It has a hard shell.
A fmg hit of gr/’f can gef inside and

annoy 7%6 oysfer.

T he ogsfer /oufs smooth /agers on the
grn[.

/I’] III'VVW, 7%6 /dﬂél’S can make a ,0667/’/.

A ,06(/””/ can bé worn b% a roya/ queen.

For the Teacher

An oyster is a sea animal with a hard shell. A natural pearl can begin when a tiny
irritant gets inside an oyster. It is often a parasite or tiny piece of material rather than
a grain of sand. The oyster adds layers of a smooth material called nacre. In time,
these layers can form a pearl.

The word layers (I-ay-er-s) is decodable. Help them split it into two syllables to help
with decoding lay/ers.
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Lesson 60—Enjoy the Game

Say the words together first:

bog, /oga/, Jog, ery’oy
Read the passage

[ he boy and his sister p/ag a game.
[ heir /oga/ dog /o/ays with them.

T he doq Jumps with jog when H)eg
throw him a ball.

T%eg all erljog the game fogm%er.

For the Teacher
Narrate: Ask your child to tell you who played the game and what the loyal dog did.
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Week 17: Lesson 61—‘oi’ as in /oy/ — boy

New Sound: ‘oi' as in /oy/ — boy
Say the words together

Sound Out Say Word
C—0l—n coln
J—oi—n Jom
m—oi—s—f molsf

p—oi—n—f lm)mf

Nn—ol—Se noise
f—ol—/—e—lr Ilo//ef
/o—oi—s—o—n lnolson

For the Teacher

Last week your child learnt oy representing the /oy/ sound, as in boy. This week they
learn another common spelling for the same sound: oi, as in coin.

Compare the two spellings:
e Oy — boy, toy, enjoy, royal
e Oi — coin, join, moist, point

There is not always a clear way to know from the sound alone which spelling a word
will use, so children gradually become familiar with the correct spelling through
reading and repeated encounters with words.

In noise, the final s is pronounced /z/. If your child reads it with /s/, simply model the
word naturally and have them read it again.
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Lesson 62—The Coin
Say the words together first:

Jom, coin, /oomf
Read the passage

Sam joins me on a fr/'/a fo the park.
On the way | find a dollar coin.
| poiml to the coin in the dirf.

Sam Says | should /m'ck if up.
| take the coin and pl/ﬂ[ it in my
pocke%.

| /ouf the coin in my pig% bank.

For the Teacher

A piggy bank is a small container used for saving coins. It is traditionally shaped like a
pig, which is where the name comes from. Talk about how a piggy bank can be used
to save money rather than spend it straight away.

The word joins comes from the word join practised at the beginning of the lesson:
join + s > joins

Your child has learnt this s ending previously. Encourage them to find the familiar oi
grapheme first and then read the whole word.

The word should was learnt previously with the oul spelling for the shorter /oo/ sound.
Point it out as a familiar word if your child needs help.
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Lesson 63—Frogs

Say the words together first:
moist, po/son, noise
Read the passage

A frog has moist skin.

IF likes fo be near a pond.

A frog makes a croaky noise.

Some frogs have poison in their skin.
1 he poison car %e//o /eee/o them safe.
Do not pick up a wild frog.

For the Teacher
Moist means slightly wet. Frogs need to keep their skin moist.

Some frogs have chemicals in their skin that can taste bad or be poisonous to animals
that try to eat them. This can help keep the frog safe.

Croaky (c-r-oa-k-y) is decodable. Children can be reminded that the ‘od’
combination is the long ‘o’ like in boat and the y has the log ‘e’ like in baby.

Narrate: Ask your child to tell you two things they learnt about frogs.
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Lesson 64—A Noise

Say the words together first:
foilet, noise, pomf
Read the passage

“/—/e/p I says Mum.

We run fo find Mum.
Mum poinfs fo the foilet.

“LOO/Q, a SI’]&?/W./” S/’?é 567%5.

The snake is sma//, but we still make

a lot of noise.

Dad moves the snake.
Soon the snake is back in the bush.

For the Teacher
Point out the familiar s ending in points: point + s > points

Talk about snake safety. Children should never try to pick up or touch a snake. Some
snakes are venomous and can bite if they feel threatened. If you see a snake, keep
well away and tell an adult.

You may like to explain that venomous and poisonous have different meanings. A
venomous animal can inject venom by biting or stinging, while something poisonous
can cause harm if it is eaten, touched or taken into the body. Snakes that are
dangerous to people are generally described as venomous, not poisonous.

Narrate: Ask your child to tell you what Mum found and what the family did.
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