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Lesson 1. The Bush

| went on a bush walk.

| saw frees with b/g leaves.

| saw bushes with flowers.

At the end of the walk there was a park.
| saw g pond.

Swans and ducks were swimming.

| saw birds and lizards.

There was a p/ace fo sit.

Wé llOOk some {OOd dﬂd S&H[ dOWI’) 7lO 6617[.
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What did you see when you went to the bush?

| saw a

Why did you go to the bush?

| went to the bush because

Draw some things you might find on a bush walk.




Australia Holiday Reader

For Parents

This little reader is designed to help young children build early reading skills while
learning about the public holidays celebrated across Australia. Each short chapter
introduces one holiday using simple, decodable sentences and everyday vocabulary.
Through familiar celebrations like Christmas and Easter, and meaningful days like Anzac
Day and Labour Day, children are gently guided to notice, think about, and talk about
the special days we share as a nation.

After reading each chapter, we encourage you to:

Talk together about the holiday. Have you celebrated it before? What do you do on
that day? A space is provided for the parent to write what the child dictates to you.

Your child can colour in the provided pictures or draw a picture of their own. Some
drawing prompts have been provided.

This reader focuses on public holidays observed across Australia. You may wish to also
talk about other celebrations that are meaningful in your family, such as birthdays,
cultural festivals, or faith-based traditions. You also have the flexibility to remove the
holidays you do not observe as a family.

Summary of Public Holidays Included

e New Year's Day (January 1): Celebrates the beginning of a new year.

e Australia Day (January 26): Marks the arrival of the First Fleet in 1788.

e Easter (March or April): A Christian holiday celebrating the resurrection of Jesus.

e Anzac Day (April 25): Remembers soldiers from Australia and New Zealand who
served in war.

e King's Birthday (Second Monday in June in most states): Celebrates the birthday
of the monarch.

e Labour Day (Varies depending on the state): Celebrates workers' rights and the
eight-hour workday. It is called the Eight Hour Day in Tasmania (March) and May
Day in the Northern Territory (May)

e Christmas Day (December 25): Celebrates the birth of Jesus.

e Boxing Day (December 26): A day of rest and fun after Christmas; known as
Proclamation Day in South Australia. Includes events like the Sydney to Hobart
yacht race.

| hope this little book sparks joyful reading, reflection, and meaningful conversations
with your child throughout the year!
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Lesson /: Christmas Day

It is Christmas Dag.

We wake up early.

We see the free.

There are glﬁs under the free.
We open the giﬁs.

We eat with our fam//g.

We say, “Merrg Christmas!”
We say, “/—/a/o,ng birﬁv/ag, Jesus.”
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What do you do on Christmas Day?

Draw a picture of a Christmas tree, gifts or baby Jesus.
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