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This unit invites children to explore the lives of four Australians whose stories
continue to inspire us today. Through picture books, narration, and creative
activities, students will reflect on the contributions of an Indigenous
storyteller, a world-class athlete, a courageous army surgeon, and a woman
of faith who helped establish schools for the poor.

The unit encourages children to think about how people influence their
communities through culture, service, courage, and compassion. It also
includes the Mary MacKillop Lapbook activity and a local region study, where
families are guided to explore places and people of significance in their own
area.

This ebook is copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private
study, research, criticism or review as permitted under the Copyright Act, no
part may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise without prior permission.
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Australian Heritage Stories

Local People, Lasting Impact

Our communities are shaped by the people who live in them—their beliefs,
their stories, and the legacies they leave behind. Some individuals leave a
lasting impression because of the way they serve others, express their culture,
live out their faith, or show great strength. This term, we will meet four
significant Australians whose lives continue to inspire and influence others
today.

The picture books for this unit can be found in the Virtual Cupboard of your
course under the title Legacy Links.

To help your child engage with each story, colouring pages have been
provided for Weary Dunlop, Cathy Freeman, and Mary MacKillop. These can
be added to your child’s notebook.

After reading each book, we encourage you to ask your child for a simple oral
narration—a chance for them to tell you the story in their own words. You
may choose to write their narration down as they speak. Then your child can
enjoy colouring the matching picture.

Book 1: My Culture and Me by Gregg Dreise

Week 1 — We begin with a celebration of Aboriginal identity, family, and
spiritual connection to Country.

Watch Read Aloud or borrow the book from the library.

Extension Activity: Complete the Mary MacKillop Lapbook

Complete the Mary MacKillop Lapbook, using the instructions provided.
This hands-on activity allows your child to reflect on Mary’s life and work in
a creative and meaningful way.



https://youtu.be/UeeM2Ph64hg



