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What is a Timeline Folder?

A Timeline Folder is a simple timeline. My Homeschool starts a Timeline Folder in Year
Two. Timeline figure placement will be guided in your My Homeschool Weekly
Planner. As you read through history with your child you come across events and
people. These are the subjects of your timeline figures. Ask them for a simple
explanation of the timeline figure; who are they or what was this event2 Each week
they will add a new timeline figure to their folder. You can stick these charts to a wall

or fold them away for easy storage.
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We cover three periods:
e Creation to 400BC - Early Civilisations Year 2
e 400BC to 1000 AD - Alexander the Great to Early Middle Ages Year 3
e 1000AD - 1900 BC - Late Middle Ages to Modern Times Year 4

Make a Timeline Folder

To make your Timeline Folder you will need an A4 Manila Folder, a pencil and a ruler.

Your timeline figures are provided with your My Homeschool course.

1. Draw a straight line of across
the width of your open folder. 9 :
You will need to draw this 12 \
cm from the bottom of your

folder to get the best space

layout for timeline figure /it $ S
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For Early Civilizations place divisions 2.5 cm apart .

Start at Pre History (or before Noah's Flood if you prefer) and Finish at 300BC
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Early History|2000/1900]|1800]1700]1600/1500|1400]1300]1200]1100]|1000]|900]|800]|700|600|500|400|300

Now you are ready to place your timeline figures. You may have to draw arrows to

the date to indicate what period of history the timeline figure belongs.
For Middle Ages place divisions 3 cm apart BRIRES R % P
Start at 400 BC and finish at T000AD FR @@ @ m
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400BC | 300BC | 200BC | 100BC | TAD | 100AD | 200AD | 300AD | 400AD | 500AD | 600AD | 700AD | 800AD | 200AD | 1000AD

Late Middle Ages place divisions 4cm apart

Start at T000AD and finish at 1200.

1000AD | 1100AD | 1200AD | 1300AD | 1400AD | 1500AD | 1600AD | 1700AD | 1800AD | 1900AD

3. Now you are ready to place your timeline figures. You may have to draw arrows

to the date to indicate what period of history the timeline figure belongs.
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INTRODUCTION

The subject of world history study is not a specific subject within the Australian
Curriculum for primary school. However, it is an integral part of the Charlotte Mason
method. For that reason, a world history cycle is offered in the primary school courses as
an interdisciplinary study which touches many subjects across the curriculum.

History Makers forms a part of our English curriculum in literature and literacy
studies. Our timelines include math skills, with graph making, sequencing, and
understanding dates. Historical readings include significant world celebrations and their
origins around the world. Science and the development of technology is seen as the
world’s knowledge increases. Geography of the world is covered in different cultures
and events in time. It even includes some cultural language studies.

World history was popular reading material for young children in the early
twentieth century and numerous books were written on that topic. Many of these books
appear on living books lists used by Charlotte Mason home educators. We have chosen
a selection of chapters from these books and compiled them into this resource.

Ancient history is an interesting period for children and the history stories in this
collection are woven together well. They tell of the growth of civilization and the
development of cultures and the relationship they had with each other. You'llread about
the Hebrews, Romans, English, Muslims and Vikings.

Additional Reading

| encourage you to seek out more reading material from the library on this topic
as well—fiction and non-fiction books. We recommend reading:

The Bronze Bow by Elizabeth George Speare. Set in 30AD. A young boy caught up
with the Zealots’ attempts to sabotage Roman rule in Palestine, meets Jesus and some
of His disciples and begins to see things in a different way. Exciting mystery. Ages 8 — 16

yrs.
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Dates Used in This Resource

James Ussher, an Irish archbishop in the 17th century, did a very comprehensive
study of the chronology of the Bible and ancient history. His dates appeared in the King
James Version and the Encyclopedia Britannica for many years as a reference and we
will be using those dates for most of the history timeline.

The dates we use in this resource, are not meant to be interpreted as an exact
representation but rather an approximate educated assumption. Giving children a time
framework will help them see history sequentially and see how secular history fits
chronologically with Biblical history.

Using History Makers

Do one lesson per week. Chapters have been kept short to help your child stay
focused. Only attempt one chapter at a time.

a) Read aloud the lesson to your child.
b) Ask for an oral narration immediately after reading the chapter.

c) Have your child place the timeline figure mentioned at the beginning of the lesson
in their timeline folder. Timeline Figures and instructions for making the timeline
folder are found in your Virtual Cupboard.

d) Optional History Notebook: Year 3 children can make a pictorial notebook of the
stories read in this series. These can be done to reinforce the lesson. They can add
a description to remember the lesson. Don't undervalue how effective this can be
for helping your child consolidate their learning.
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Combining Grades Tip: If you are looking to share or outsource the teaching load,
then this is a good resource to give to someone to do on a weekly basis because it is a
complete subject. If you are teaching multiple children history, then it is recommended
that you only study one period of history at a time, combining all grades into one historical
period for your family (otherwise you will burn yourself out). This may involve using this
resource for a few grades or waiting to use this resource in another year.

We first tackled this period of ancient history in our homeschool when my four
children were aged 5 to 11. Each child had a history notebook and they drew some
amazing pictures to illustrate the stories told. We still have those notebooks! Back then our
study also included historical novels set in that fime in history and a Book of Centuries.

| hope you will also enjoy this study.
Happy Homeschooling!
Michelle
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1. ALEXANDER WAS BORN

Timeline Figure: Alexander the Great 356BC

ALEXANDER, the son of King Philip of Macedonia and Olympias, was born on the
same night that the great temple of Diana at Ephesus, in Asia Minor, was burned. It is said
that while the temple was burning sooth-sayers ran up and down the streets of Ephesus,
crying out that the night had brought forth sad disaster to Asia. This was true of the birth
of Alexander as well as of the burning of the temple.

Alexander was educated chiefly by the famous Greek philosopher, Aristotle. The
young prince was an earnest pupil. It is said that he could recite the lliad of Homer from
beginning to end.

He excelled also in athletic sports. The horses of Thessaly, a state of Greece
adjoining Macedonia, were famed for their speed and spirit. While Alexander was still a
boy a fine Thessalian horse was offered to his father at a very high price. Philip wished to
have the animal tried, but the horse was so wild that every one was afraid of him. Philip
was about to send him away when Alexander offered to ride him. The king gave him
permission. Alexander had noticed that the animal was afraid of his own shadow. He
therefore seized the plunging horse and turned his head toward the sun, so that his
shadow fell behind him. Then patting his neck and speaking gently to him, he leaped
upon his back and soon completely tamed him.

The head of the horse was supposed to have some likeness to that of an ox, so he
was called Bucephalus, or Oxhead. He became Alexander's favourite horse and carried
his master through many a march and many a battle.

Alexander's ambition was shown at an early age. While he was yet a mere boy he
made up his mind to conquer the world, and when he learned from Aristotle that there
were many other worlds in the universe, he was greatly saddened by the thought that he
had not yet conquered one.

As Philip went on making one conquest after another Alexander became
alarmed. "Why," he cried one day, "my father will leave nothing for me to do!"

However, when he became king, he found enough to do. First of all there were
other claimants to the throne besides himself. Some of them Alexander put to death.
Others fled the country. He learned that Thebes and other Greek states were thinking of
throwing off the Macedonian yoke. He therefore gathered a large army and marched
to Thebes at the head of it. The Thebans were over-awed and submitted to him without
resistance. The Athenians, in spite of Demosthenes' advice, sent a messenger to him while
he was at Thebes, offering their submission. A little later the Greeks met in general council

History Makers: Alexander to Augustus© 2025 7



at Corinth and gave him, as they had given Philip, the command of the expedition that
was to be undertaken against Persia. Sparta alone refused to agree in the vote.

Alexander returned to Macedonia and marched against some Thracian tribes in
the northern part of his dominions. While he was subduing them a report of his death
reached Greece, and Thebes again took up arms. Suddenly Alexander appeared in
Greece with his victorious army. He took Thebes by assault and pulled to the ground
every building in the city except the house once occupied by the famous poet Pindar.
Six thousand of the inhabitants were put to death; a few escaped by flight and the rest
were sold as slaves.
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15. PAX ROMANA - A TIME OF PEACE

"And it came tfo pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all
the world should be taxed. . .. And all went to be taxed, everyone into his own city."

—St Luke Chapter 2
Timeline Figure: Augustus Caesar Dies 14 AD

SO there was peace from end to end of the great Roman Empire under Caesar
Augustus. From the great Atlantic Ocean, that washes the western coasts of France and
Spain, to the river Euphrates, crossed by Abraham nearly two thousand years before,
there was peace. From the German Rhine, to the burning African deserts, there was
peace too. Greece, Asia Minor, Egypt—all were quietly resting under the mighty sway of
Rome, under the wise rule of the Emperor Caesar Augustus.

It was fime to make a regular division of this great empire, to divide it info
provinces, to prepare for a census or numbering of the people. In order to carry out this
plan, each family had to go to their own home, however far away that home might be.
Herod had made known this command from Rome, and the whole country of Judea was
astir.

Living away in distant Nazareth, some eighty miles, from his native town, was one
Joseph. He too must journey across the country to obey the command of Caesar
Augustus. Taking his wife Mary, he started off on the eighty-mile journey. The story is
familiar to every child.

When Joseph and Mary reached Bethlehem, after along and weary climb to the
hill-city, the town was full of strangers, and there was no room for them in the inn; so they
had to be satisfied with sleeping in a manger. And in this manger at Bethlehem, Jesus
Christ was born.

The event made no stir, in the great world beyond quiet Judea. Caesar Augustus
contfinued to reign over the Roman Empire, ships sailed to and fro over the blue waters
of the Mediterranean Sea, men bought and sold as usual, and the news of Mary's little
Son was not known outside the country of the East.

But, though as yet unknown to the world at large, the event was one which was
destined to throw over the history of the great world the widest, deepest, mightiest
influence, that has ever been known.

The birth of Christ passed by unnoficed. His death, thirty years later, was of world-
wide interest. The love of Him, has lasted true, throughout two thousand years, and to-
day men are ready to live, ready to die, for that love.
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16. THE MANGER OF BETHILEHEM

See Mafthew 1: 18 to 25
Luke 2: 1 to 39.
Timeline Figure: Jesus Born 4 BC

During the reign of Augustus Caesar, in the land of Israel, Joseph, the carpenter of
Nazareth, the husband of Mary, had a dream. In his dream he saw an angel from the
Lord standing beside him. The angel said to him:

"Joseph, | have come to tell you, that Mary, the young woman whom you are to
marry, will have a son, sent by the Lord God. You shall call his name Jesus, which means
'salvation,' because he shall save his people from their sins."

Joseph knew from this that this coming child was to be the King of Israel, of whom
the prophets of the Old Testament had spoken so many times.

Soon after Joseph and Mary were married in Nazareth, a command went forth
from the emperor, Augustus Caesar, through all the lands of the Roman empire, for alll
the people to go to the cities and towns from which their families had come, and there
to have their names written down upon a list, for the emperor wished a list to be made
of the people under hisrule. As both Joseph and Mary had come from the family of David
the king, they went together from Nazareth to Bethlehem, there to have their names
written upon the list. For you remember that Bethlehem in Judeaq, six miles south of
Jerusalem, was the place where David was born, and where his father's family had lived
for many years.

It was along journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem; down the mountains to the river
Jordan, then following the Jordan almost to its end, and then climbing the mountains of
Judah to the town of Bethlehem. When Joseph and Mary came to Bethlehem they found
the city full of people who, like themselves, had come to have their names enrolled or
written upon the list. The inn or hotel was full, and there was no room for them; for no one
but themselves knew that this young woman was soon to be the mother of the Lord of all
the earth. The best that they could do was to go to a stable, where the cattle were kept.
There the little baby was born, and was laid in a manger, where the cattle were fed.

On that night some shepherds were tending their sheep in a field near Bethlehem.
Suddenly a great light shone upon them, and they saw an angel of the Lord standing
before them. They were filled with fear, as they saw how glorious the angel was. But the
angel said to them:

"Be not afraid; for behold | bring you news of great joy, which shall be to all the
people; for there is born to you this day in Bethlehem, the city of David, a Saviour who is
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Christ the Lord, the anointed king. You may see him there; and may know him by this sign:
He is a new-born baby, lying in a manger at the inn."

And then they saw that the air around and the sky above them were filled with
angels, praising God and singing:

"Glory to God in the highest. And on earth peace among men in whom God is
well pleased.”

While they looked with wonder, and listened the angels went out of sight as
suddenly as they had come. Then the shepherds said, one to another:

"Let us go at once to Bethlehem, and see this wonderful thing that has come to
pass, and which the Lord has made known to us."

Then as quickly as they could go to Bethlehem, they went and found Joseph, the
carpenter of Nazareth, and his young wife Mary, and the little baby lying in the manger.
They told Mary and Joseph and others also, how they had seen the angels, and what
they had heard about this baby. All who heard their story wondered at it; but Mary, the
mother of the child, said nothing. She thought over all these things, and silently kept them
in her heart. After their visit, the shepherds went back to their flocks, praising God for the
good news that he had sent to them.

When the little one was eight days old they gave him a name; and the name
given was "Jesus," a word which means "salvation;" as the angel had told both Mary and
Joseph that he should be named. So the very name of this child told what he should do
for men; for he was to bring salvation to the world.

It was the law among the Jews that after the first child was born in a family, he
should be brought to the Temple; and there an offering should be made for him to the
Lord, to show that this child was the Lord's. A rich man would offer a lamb, but a poor
man might give a pair of young pigeons for the sacrifice. On the day when Jesus was
forty days old, Joseph and Mary brought him to the Temple; and as Joseph the carpenter
was not a rich man, they gave for the child as an offering a pair of young pigeons.

At that time there was living in Jerusalem a man of God named Simeon. The Lord
had spoken to Simeon, and had said to him that he should not die until the Anointed King
should come, whom they called "the Christ," for the word Christ means "anointed." On a
certain day the Spirit of the Lord told Simeon to go to the Temple. He went, and was there
when Joseph and Mary brought the little child Jesus. The Spirit of the Lord said to Simeon:

"This littfle one is the promised Christ."
Then Simeon took the baby in his arms and praised the Lord and said:

"Now, O Lord, thou mayest let thy servant depart,
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According to thy word, in peace.

For my eyes have seen thy salvation,

Which thou hast given before all the peoples,
A light to give light to the nations,

And the glory of thy people Israel.”

When Joseph and Mary heard this, they wondered greatly. Simeon gave to them
a blessing in the name of the Lord; and he said to Mary, "This little one shall cause many
in Israel to fall, and to rise again. Many shall speak against him; and sorrow like a sword
shall pierce your heart also."

You know how this came to pass afterward, when Mary saw her son dying on the
Cross.

While Simeon was speaking, a very old woman came in. Her name was Anna and
God spoke to her as to a prophet. She stayed almost all the time in the Temple,
worshipping God day and night. She, too, saw through the Spirit of the Lord, that this little
child was Christ the Lord, and gave thanks to God for his grace.

Thus early in the life of Jesus, God showed to a few that this little child should
become the Saviour of his people and of the world.
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o. WHEN TITUS RULED

"Those streets which never, since the days of yore,
By human footstep had been visited."
—SOUTHEY.

Timeline Figure: Destruction of Pompeii 79 AD

The! Jews in Jerusalem didn't like to have Rome rule over them. They never had.
But they were afraid to do much about it. In the Year 70 AD they rebelled; that is, they
said they would no longer obey Rome or pay taxes. The emperor sent his son, who was
named Titus, with an army to put an end to the rebellion, to punish them as if they were
disobedient children.

The Jews crowded into their city of Jerusalem to make a last stand against the
Romans. But Titus destroyed that city completely and the Jews in it, a million of them, it is
supposed. Then he robbed the great temple of all its valuable ornaments and brought
them back to Rome.

To celebrate this victory over Jerusalem an arch was built in the Forum at Rome,
and through this arch Titus and his army marched in triumph. On this arch was carved a
procession, showing Titus leaving the city of Jerusalem with the temple ornaments. Chief
among these ornaments was a golden seven-branched candlestick he had taken from
the temple. Today we see many copies in brass of this famous seven-branched
candlestick. It is called a menorah, which is the Hebrew word for candlestick. Perhaps
you may have one at home on your mantlepiece.

The city was rebuilt later, but most of the Jews who were left have ever since been
living in all the other countries of the earth. It took nearly two thousand years before Israel
would again become a Jewish nation in 1948 AD.

The second part of this story is the thunder.

In Italy there is a volcano named Vesuvius. You remember that volcano came
from the name Vulcan, the blacksmith god, and people imagined that his forge in the
heart of a volcano made the smoke and flame and ashes. From time to time this
volcano, Vesuvius, thunders and quakes and spouts forth fire and throws up stones and
gas and boils over with red-hot melted rock called lava. It is the hot inside of the earth
exploding. Yet people build houses and towns nearby and live even on the sides of the
volcano. Every once in a while, their homes are destroyed when the volcano quakes or
pours forth fire. Yet the same people go right back and build again in the same place!

1 From A Child’s History of the World Chapter 36.
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There was at the time of Titus a litftle tfown named Pompeii near the base of
Vesuvius. Wealthy Romans used to go there to spend the summer. Suddenly, one day in
the year 79 AD, just after Titus had become emperor, Vesuvius began to spout forth fire.
The people living in Pompeii rushed for their lives, but they didn't have time to get away.
They were smothered with the gases from the volcano before they had time to move
and, falling down dead, were buried deep in a boiling rain of fire and ashes, just where
they happened to be when the eruption, as it is called, took place.

The people and their houses lay buried beneath the ashes for nearly two thousand
years, and in the course of time everyone had forgotten there ever had been such a
place. People came back as they had before and built houses over the spot where
everyone had forgotten there once was a city. Then one day a man was digging a well
over the spot where Pompeii had once been. He dug up a man's hand-no, not a real
hand, but the hand of a statue. He told others, and they set to work and dug and dug to
see what else they could find until the whole town was dug out. And now one can go to
Pompeii and see it very much as it was in 79 AD, before it was destroyed.

There are houses of the Romans who went there to spend their vacations. There
are shops and temples and palaces and public baths and the theatre and the
marketplace or forum. The streets were paved with blocks of lava, once melted stone.
They still show ruts which were worn into them by the wheels of the chariots that the
Romans used to drive. Steppingstones were placed at some crossings, so that in case of
heavy rains, when the streets were full of water, one could cross on them from curb to
curb. These steppingstones are still there. The floors of the houses were made of bits of
coloured stone to form pictures, we call these mosaics. In the vestibule of one house,
there is in the floor a mosaic picture of a dog. Under it are the Latin words, Cave canem.
What does that mean2 Can you guess? It means, Look out for the dog! That was a
Roman idea of a joke two thousand years ago.

The bones of the people who were caught and buried alive in the ashes were also
found. They also found bronze ornaments worn by the women, vases that decorated the
home, pots and pans and dishes, and lamps which they used to light the houses. Beds
and chairs were found just as they had been buried. Still more remarkable, cakes were
found on the table, a loaf of bread half eaten, meat ready to be cooked, a kettle on the
fire with the ashes still underneath it—beans and peas and one egg unbroken—probably
the oldest egg in the world!
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12. KING ARTHUR AND THE KNIGHTS

"A glorious company, the flower of men To serve as model for the mighty world."
—TENNYSON.
Timeline Figure: King Arthur 560AD

The story of King Arthur belongs to this period, when the barbarians were swarming
over the Western world.

When the Romans left Britain to return to their falling capital, the heathen hosts
poured over the seas and swept all before them in that fair island with its open tracts of
country, its winding rivers, and its sheltering coast, till the inhabitants had to take refuge in
the western part known as Wales.

And the Britons groaned for the Roman legions there again and Caesars's eagle,
till Arthur came.

Now so much story and fable hang round this mysterious King Arthur that it is hard
to know what is history, and what is romance. Perhaps it does not much matter in this
case, for we can accept him as the poets have sung of him—as one of the noblest,
purest, grandest of men, who will ever serve as a "'model for the mighty world."

Let us hear the story as the poet Tennyson tells it, in all its beauty and in all its
strength.

One night, as the old Welsh magician Merlin stood on the sea-shore, a wave
washed to his feet an infant, who was none other than the future King Arthur.

"From the great deep to the great deep he goes."

Merlin took the babe, who grew to manhood in solitude, until the time came when
he should be discovered and crowned King of Britain. But he had to conquer the
barbarians, known as Saxons, many times before his people would believe in him.

Then he formed a brave band of knights to help him in his work, to break the
heathen and uphold the Christ, to ride abroad redressing human wrongs, to fulfill the
boundless purpose of their King. They were known as the Knights of the Round Table,
because Arthur, not wishing to honour one above another, had a round table made at
which all sat at meals.

It would take too long to tell of all the famous deeds wrought by the king and his
knights: how Arthur was ever fighting, his armour shining with gold and jewels, his helmet
glistening with a golden dragon at the top, his precious sword Excalibur ever in his right
hand.
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Again and again he waged war against the heathen tribes as well as against the
evils of the times. The story of the Quest for the Holy Grail—a cup supposed to have been
used by Christ—is one of the most beautiful in connection with King Arthur.

"Lords and fair knights," said the king one day when sitting at the Round Table, "as
ye well know, there is a cup which hath ever been held the holiest treasure of the world.
Heaven hath hidden it, none knows where. Yet somewhere in the world it still may be.
And maybe it is left to this noble order of the Table Round to find and bring it home.
Many great quests and perilous adventures have ye all taken, but this high quest he only
shall attain who hath clean hands and a pure heart, and valour and hardihood beyond
all other men."

The knights set off on the quest for the Holy Grail, but only Sir Galahad—the bright
boy-knight—Sir Percival, and one other among the many knights, were good enough
and brave enough to see the vision.

This time-worn story has taken such hold upon the minds of men, that to this very
day, in the little town of Bayreuth in the heart of Bavaria, the Quest for the Holy Grail is still
acted, music and words being composed by Wagner, one of the world's great
musicians.

But the day came when Arthur was wounded in that last dim, weird battle of the
West, with a death-white mist sleeping over sand and sea—wounded unto death.

"So all day long the noise of battle rolled Among the mountains by the winter sea
Until King Arthur's Table, man by man, Had fallen."

One faithful knight, Sir Bedevere, was left; and finding his king was deeply
wounded, he carried him to a little chapel near the battlefield.

It was evening, and the moon was full. Arthur felt he was dying. The men he had
loved were sleeping their last sleep on the battlefield; never more should they all delight
their souls with talk of knightly deeds. The time had come to part with the jewelled sword
Excalibur. The story runs that this sword was the gift of a mysterious Lady of the Lake; that
in the old days, one summer noon, an arm rose from out a lake holding the sword, which
Arthur rowed across the water and took. Now Excalibur must be thrown back into the
lake, and Sir Bedevere must do the deed.

Obedient to the king's commands the knight took the sword, and climbing by
zigzag paths came on the lake. The beautiful jewels sparkled in the moonlight, and
Bedevere could not make up his mind to throw it away, so he hid it among the reeds and
returned to the king. But Arthur soon discovered his deceit and sent him again to do his
bidding. Again Sir Bedevere went; again his courage failed; again he returned to the
dying king.
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"Ah, miserable and unkind, untrue, unknightly, traitor-hearted," cried Arthur;
"authority forgets a dying king. Get thee hence, and if thou spare to fling Excalibur | will
arise and slay thee with my hands."

Then the knight rose quickly, hastened to the lake, and shutting his eyes flung the
good sword into the water. The arm rose up, grasped it firmly, brandished it three times,
and drew it down into the water. Then Arthur was content. With the help of Sir Bedevere
he managed to get to the lake himself. There a barge was waiting for him.

"I am going a long way," said the dying king to his weeping knight, "to the island
valley of Avilion, where falls not hail, or rain, or any snow, nor ever wind blows loudly, but
it lies deep-meadowed, happy, fair with orchard lawns, where | will heal me of my
grievous wound."

Then the barge, with oar and sail, moved slowly away over the cold moonlit lake,
and Sir Bedevere watched it till it was out of sight.

"The king is gone," he moaned at last. "From the great deep to the great deep he
goes."

Such is the story the poet tells. It may not be true, but the fact remains that there
once lived a king of early Britain who fought against the barbarians known as Saxons,
and that though they finally conquered and gave their name to the new country, King
Arthur did not live and fight in vain.
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15. THE VIKINGS

"The sea is their school of war, and the storm their friend."

Timeline Figures: Viking Raiders 720AD

The great Charlemagne was still ruling wisely and well over his mighty province,
when a tfrouble arose on the coasts destined to have far-reaching results.

Away in the far north of the country we now call Norway, Sweden, and Denmark
lived a hardy rugged race known as the Northmen or Danes. They were closely
connected with the Angles and Saxons who had set sail for Britain years before and
overrun it in the days of King Arthur. Like the Greeks of old, these people had passed
through an age of legend. They had worshipped their god Odin or Woden, from whom
we get the day of the week called Wednesday; the god Thor, from whom we get
Thursday; and the god Frigga, from whom we get Friday.

In appearance these Northmen were broad, deep-chested, tall men, with the fair
hair and blue eyes of the Saxons. Dressed in long stockings, high shoes, shirts, loose
drawers, and low hats, they carried in times of war long shields, axes, spears, and swords.

But the sea was the home of these people—Vikings, as they were often called,
from the word vic, meaning a bay or fiord. The stern climate and barren soil of their
inhospitable northern home drove them forth over the stormy waters to get a livelihood
by pillage and plunder. Their black ships, standing high above the water, prow and stern
ending in the head and tail of some strange animal, struck terror into the hearts of all who
saw them, as they swept over the stormy seas in search of plunder and pillage.

So much did they trouble Charlemagne that an old story tells us how he took the
young children of the Northmen and slew all those who were taller than his sword.
Another story says he was sitting one day in his palace near the sea-side, when from his
window he saw the flash of Viking sails far out at sea.

"These are no merchants," he cried, rising from his seat.

He watched fill the ships were out of sight, then shedding bitter tears, he added: "l
am very sorrowful, for | see what woes these men will bring on my subjects."

Charlemagne was right: they were to become a terror to all, and to play a large
part in the history of the world. Little did he dream that they would conquer a large part
of his kingdom, to be called, after themselves, Normandy. Little did Alfred the Great, King
of England, dream that these very Northmen should one day sweep over his country,
and that from these Vikings of olden times the English race should spring. Not since the
Phcenicians had there been such a sea-going race of men, fearless and free, with a spirit
of daring and a love of adventure that neither Greeks nor Romans had ever possessed.
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Wondrous are the stories of these old Viking heroes, who would set forth with a few
followers to discover new lands, fight strange people, and return home with rich plunder
to their bleak north country. They soon sailed over to the islands of Orkney and Shetland
at the north of Scotland, and away beyond to Iceland, and beyond that again to
Greenland.

After the death of Charlemagne in 814 the Northmen became bolder. They sailed
up the large rivers, and actually laid siege to Paris. One of their leaders was called Rollo,
and many are the stories told of this famous old Viking. So stout was he that no horse
could carry him, and he had to walk everywhere. When quite young he left his home
and sailed about the seas, leading the life of a pirate.

The King of Norway wished to stop these sea rovers and robbers and he made
strict laws against them. Rollo broke all these, and he was exiled for life from his native
land. He collected a band of wild young men like himself, and sailed away from the
home he was never to see again. The company of adventurers landed in France, and
the king went forth with his army to meet them.

"Why have you come to France?" he asked them. "To conquer it," was the stout
reply.

"Would you not rather do homage to the king?" was the next question.

"No," shouted the whole band as one man.

So a battle was fought, in which the French were beaten, and the Vikings
marched victoriously fo Rouen, where Rollo was chosen to be chief.

After a time Rollo planned an expedition into the heart of France, and the king
was so much alarmed that he offered to give Rollo that northern part of France called
Normandy—the land of the Northmen. And from this time a change came over the wild
Viking. He divided the new land among his followers, in return for which they were to
follow him to battle when he summoned them. He became a Christian and a good ruler.
He adopted the language of the country, and after a time there was no need for the
terror-stricken people of the north to sob out their despairing petition—

"From the fury of the Northmen, save us, Lord."
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