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Blurb

Every Creature Has a Job: Habitats and How Bodies Move (Year 4 Science)
helps children discover the wonder of living things and how they survive and
move. In Part One: Habitats, students learn about producers, consumers, and
decomposers, and how food chains show the balance of life in different
environments. In Part Two: Moving Bodies, they explore animals with and
without backbones, the many ways creatures crawl, swim, and fly, and how
the human skeleton, muscles, and joints work together to enable movement.
With living-book style lessons, simple activities, and narration prompts, this
resource complements Plant Life in Field and Garden and provides a Charlotte
Mason—-inspired approach to Year 4 science.

Australian Curriculum: AC9S4U01,
NSW Curriculum: ST2-SCI-01, ST2-PQU-01, St2-DAT-01
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Introduction

Introduction

In this set of lessons, you will explore how living things survive, grow, and
move in the natural world. In Part One: Habitats, you'll discover how every
creature has a role whether as a producer, consumer, or decomposer and how
food chains show the connections between them all. In Part Two: Moving
Bodies, you’ll learn about animals with and without backbones, the many
ways creatures move on land, in water, and in the sky, and how the human
skeleton and muscles work together to give us strength, protection, and
movement.

These lessons are designed to be read alongside Plant Life in Field and Garden,
where you will explore the hidden life of plants, how they grow, protect
themselves, and provide food and shelter for animals and people. Together,
these resources will help you see that every habitat is like a living community,
where plants and animals depend on one another, and every creature,
including humans, has an important job to do.

How to Use This Resource

These lessons are best enjoyed when read aloud. Parents, read the text to your
child, or if your child is able, you may choose to read it together. After each
reading, invite your child to give an oral narration—their own retelling of
what they have learnt. This helps children make the knowledge their own.

Each lesson includes a simple activity and a narration prompt to encourage
observation and discovery. No workbook is required. Children may complete
their activities in a notebook. The aim is to inspire curiosity and wonder, not
to fill in worksheets.
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Lesson 1: Every Creature Has a Job

Have you ever turned over a stone in the garden and watched the scurrying
life underneath? Ants rush to carry their eggs to safety, beetles shulffle
backwards, and a wriggling worm disappears into the soil. At first it may look
like chaos, but if you stop and watch for a while, you'll see that every creature
is busy with its own special task. In fact, every living thing in nature has a
job.

Scientists call these jobs roles, and together they keep a habitat working
smoothly. A habitat is the special place where plants and animals live and
find everything they need to survive such as food, water, shelter, and space.
It might be as small as the patch of soil under that garden stone or as large
as a rainforest or coral reef.

Some living things are called producers. These are the plants and algae that
make their own food using sunlight. They are like little green factories, quietly
catching the sun’s energy and turning it into food that will feed the rest of the
habitat. Without producers, no other creature could survive.

Next come the consumers which are animals like kangaroos, possums, and
kookaburras. Consumers cannot make their own food. Instead, they must eat
plants or other animals. Some are herbivores, plant-eaters that nibble leaves
or seeds. Others are carnivores, meat-eaters that hunt or scavenge. And
some, like you and me, are omnivores that are able to enjoy both plants and
animals.

But what about when something dies? That’s where the third group comes in:
the decomposers. These are the quiet recyclers of the natural world. Fungi
growing on a fallen gumtree, worms wriggling through leaf litter, and tiny
bacteria too small to see are all decomposers. Their job is to break down dead
plants and animals and return the nutrients to the soil. Without decomposers,
the world would pile up with waste, and plants would soon have nothing to
grow from.

Let’s imagine a simple scene in the Australian bush. The tall gumtree towers
above, its leaves catching sunlight all day long. That gumtree is a producer,
making food not just for itself, but also for the insects that munch on its leaves
and sip its nectar. If a hungry possum comes at night to nibble the flowers
then he is a consumer. High above, a powerful owl watches silently, ready to
swoop on the possum, he is also a consumer. When the owl’s droppings fall
to the forest floor, tiny fungi and insects set to work breaking them down.
They are decomposers, returning goodness to the soil that will one day help
another gumtree to grow.
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Do you see how everything is connected? Producers, consumers, and
decomposers each depend on one another. The gumtree cannot thrive without
the decomposers returning nutrients to the soil. The owl cannot live without
the possum. And the possum cannot live without the gumtree. It is like a great
circle of life, with each part relying on the others.

When you next walk outside, pause and look carefully. Ask yourself, ‘What
job does this living thing have? Is it catching sunlight, eating, or recycling?’
You will begin to see that even the tiniest ant or mushroom is an important
worker in God’s grand design for creation.

Activity

Draw three circles on a page. Label them Producers, Consumers, and
Decomposers. Write or sketch one living thing from each category in each
circle.

List to Choose From (in random order):

o« Kangaroo e Possum e Termite

e Gum tree e Worm e« Honeybee

e Mushroom e Seagrass e Spinifex grass
e Wattle e Frog e Kookaburra

o Beetle e Banksia e Fungi

Narration Prompt

Tell me how plants, animals, and decomposers each help their habitat.

Page | 6



Now let’s look at the vertebrates, those animals with backbones. Because of
their skeletons and muscles, they can move powerfully and gracefully. Fish
glide through the water by curving their bodies from side to side, their fins
helping them steer. Frogs leap from the edge of a pond with strong back legs,
splashing into the water to swim. Kangaroos bound across open spaces, using
their muscles and bones like giant springs.

In the sky, vertebrates truly shine. Birds flap their wings, hollow bones
making them light enough to rise into the air. Some, like eagles, soar for hours
on warm air currents without much effort. Bats, though not birds, flap their
skin-covered wings in quick beats as they hunt insects in the dusk. Even
sharks, though they never leave the sea, glide like flying creatures under the
water, their strong skeletons of cartilage bending with ease.

Each kind of movement suits the creature’s world. A jellyfish would not
survive hopping across grass. A kangaroo would flounder in the deep ocean.
A kookaburra cannot wriggle through the soil like an earthworm. Yet in their
own places—soil, sea, or sky—each moves exactly as it should.

When you look around at animals, large or small, remember that their bodies
are perfectly designed for their way of moving. From the tiniest ant carrying a
crumb to the mightiest whale swimming in the deep, each one shows the
wisdom and wonder of creation.

Activity

Choose three animals—one that crawls, one that swims, and one that flies.
Draw them and write a short note about how each one moves.

Narration Prompt

How does a crab’s movement differ from a bird’s?
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