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Introduction 

The subject of world history study is not a specific subject within the 

Australian Curriculum for primary school. However, it is an integral part of 

the Charlotte Mason method.  For that reason, a world history cycle is offered 

in the primary school courses as an interdisciplinary study which touches 

many subjects across the curriculum.  

History studies forms a part of our English curriculum in literature and 

literacy studies and our Civics curriculum as we look at rules and laws. Our 

timelines include math skills, with graph making, sequencing, and 

understanding dates. Historical readings include significant world 

celebrations and their origins around the world. Science and the development 

of technology is seen as the world’s knowledge increases.  Geography of the 

world is covered in different cultures and events in time. It even includes some 

cultural language studies.  

World history was popular reading material for young children in the early 

twentieth century and numerous books were written on that topic. Many of 

these books appear on living books lists used by Charlotte Mason home 

educators. We have chosen a selection of chapters from these books and 

compiled them for use in our history studies from Year 2 to Year 4.  

This year we pick up from where we left off in Year 3 beginning with William 

the Conqueror and ending at World War One.  

Some Australian history is covered separately in Year Four but Year Five has 

an intensive Australian History focus.  

One chapter per week is allocated. This could be read by the student, but it 

is recommended that the parent read the text to the child if possible. An audio 

version is also provided in the Virtual Cupboard. 

After a reading, your child can narrate back what you have learnt by writing 

a short paragraph in a history notebook or telling a parent what the chapter 

was about. You can also place the timeline figures provided in the Virtual 

Cupboard of the Year 4A course into your timeline folder.  
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1. A Pirate's Great Grandson 

Timeline Figure: William the Conqueror 1066  

WHEN Alfred was king the Danes had raided England.  

At the same time their cousins the Norsemen had raided the coast of France. 

King Alfred at last had to give the Danes a part of the English coast, and they 

then settled down and became Christians. 

The French king likewise did the same thing. In order to save himself from 

further raids, he gave the Norsemen a part of the French coast. Then the 

Norsemen, as the Danes had done, settled down and became Christians. 

These Norsemen who raided France were led by a very bold and brave pirate 

named Rollo. In return for this gift of land Rollo was supposed to do homage 

by kissing the king's foot. But Rollo thought it beneath him to kneel and kiss 

the king's foot, so he told one of his men to do it for him. His man did as he 

was told, but he didn't like to do it, either, and so as he kissed the king's foot 

he raised it so high that he tipped his Majesty over backward. 

That part of France which was given the Norsemen came to be called 

Normandy, and it is so called today, and the people were known thereafter as 

Normans. 

In 1066 there was a very powerful duke ruling over Normandy. His name was 

William, and he was descended from Rollo the pirate. Perhaps your name may 

be William. Perhaps you may even be descended from this William. 

William was strong in body, strong in will, and strong in rule over his people. 

He could shoot an arrow farther, straighter, and with more deadly effect than 

any of his knights. No one else was strong enough even to bend the bow he 

used. 

William and his people had become Christians, but according to their idea the 

Christian God was more like their old god Woden under a new name. William 

believed that ‘might made right,'' for he was descended from a pirate, and he 

still thought and acted like a pirate. So whatever he wanted he went after and 

took, even though he was supposed to be a Christian. 

Now, William was only a duke, not a king, and he wanted to be a king. In fact, 

he thought he would like to be king of England, which was just across the 

channel from his own dukedom. 

It so happened that a young English prince named Harold was shipwrecked 

on the coast of Normandy and was found and brought before William. Now, it 
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seemed likely that someday Harold would be king of England, and William 

thought this a good chance to get England for himself. So before he would let 

Harold leave, he made the young man promise that when his turn came to be 

king he would give him England just as if that country were a horse or a suit 

of armour that could be given away. Then, in order that this promise should 

be solemnly binding, William made Harold place his hand on the altar and 

swear, just as people place a hand on the Bible nowadays, when they take an 

oath. After Harold had sworn on the altar, William had the top lifted and 

showed Harold that below it were the bones of some of the Christian saints. 

Swearing on the bones of a saint was the most solemn kind of an oath one 

could possibly take. It was thought one would not dare to break such an oath 

for fear of the wrath of God. 

Then Harold returned to England. But when the time came that he should be 

king the people naturally would not let him give England to William. Besides 

that, Harold said that such an oath, which he had taken against his will, an 

oath which had been forced on him by a trick, was not binding. So Harold 

became king. When William heard that Harold had been made king, he was 

very angry. He said that he had been cheated and that Harold had broken his 

oath. So at once he got ready an army and sailed over to take the country 

away from Harold. 

As William landed from his boat he stumbled and fell headlong on the shore. 

All his soldiers were shocked and greatly worried by this, for they thought it 

very bad luck—a bad omen, the Greeks would have called it. But William was 

quick-witted, and as he fell he grabbed up some of the earth in both hands. 

Then, rising, he made believe he had fallen on purpose and, lifting his hands 

in the air, exclaimed that he had taken up the ground as a sign that he was 

going to have all the land of England. This changed the bad omen into good 

luck. 

The battle started, and the English fought furiously to defend themselves 

against these foreigners who were trying to take their country away from 

them. Indeed, they had almost won the battle when William gave an order to 

his men to pretend they were running away. The English then followed, wildly 

rejoicing, and running pell-mell after the Normans. Just as soon, however, as 

the  English were  scattered and in  disorder, William gave another signal, and 

his men faced about quickly. The English were taken by surprise, and before 

they could get into fighting order again, they were defeated, and Harold, their 

king, was shot through the eye and killed. This was the battle of Hastings, 

one of the most famous battles in English History. 

Harold had put up a brave fight. But luck was against him. Only a few days 

before this, he had had to fight a battle with his own brother, who in a 
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traitorous way had got together an army against him. We are sorry for Harold, 

and yet it was probably better for England that things turned out as they did—

yet who can tell? William marched on to London and had himself crowned 

king on Christmas day, 1066. Ever since then he has been known as William 

the Conqueror, and the event is called the Norman Conquest. After this 

England had a new line of kings—a Norman family and a pirate family—to 

rule over her. 

William the Conqueror invades England by an unknown artist c.1410. 

William divided England up among his nobles as if it were a pie, and gave 

each a share in the feudal way. They had to do homage to him as his vassals 

and promise to fight for him and to do as he said. Each of William's nobles 

built  a castle on the property he was given.  William himself built a castle in 

London by the Thames River. On the same spot Julius Caesar had built a fort, 

but it had disappeared; and Alfred the Great had built a castle there, but it, 

too, had disappeared. But the castle William built is still standing today. It is 

known as the Tower of London. 

William was a splendid boss and very businesslike. He set to work and had a 

list made of all the land in England, a list of all the people and of all the 

property they had. This record was called the Domesday Book and was 

something like the census now taken in this country every ten years. This list  
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gave the name of everyone in England and everything each owned, even down 

to the last cow and pig. If your ancestors were living in England then you can 

look in the Domesday Book and find their names, how much land they owned, 

and how many cows and pigs they had. 

In order that no mischief might take place at night, William started what was 

called the curfew. Every evening at a certain hour a bell was rung. Then all 

lights had to be put out, and everyone had to go indoors—supposedly to bed. 

One thing, however, that William did made the English very angry. He was 

extremely fond of hunting, but there was no good place where he could hunt 

near London. So in order to have a place for hunting, he destroyed a large 

number of village houses and farms and turned that part of the country into 

a forest. This was called the New Forest, and though it is now nearly one 

thousand years old it is still called New to this day. 

But on the whole, William, although descended from a pirate, gave England a 

good government and made it a much safer and better place in which to live 

than it ever had been under its former rulers. So 1066 was almost like the 

Year 1 for the English. 

We think it is remarkable when children of low-bred immigrants become 

society leaders, when, as we say, they rise from overalls to dress-suits, but 

here we have the son's son of a pirate rising to be king of England, and those 

living now who find they are descended from him brag of it! 
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1. James the Servant 

Or What's In a Name? 

Timeline Figure: King James and the Pilgrims 1607 

WHAT does your name mean?  

If it is Baker  

or Miller  

or Taylor  

or Carpenter  

or Fisher  

or Cook,  

it means that at some time one of your ancestors was  

a baker,  

or miller,  

or tailor,  

or carpenter,  

or fisher,  

or cook. 

If your name is Stuart or Stewart or Steward, it means that at some time one 

of your ancestors was a steward for in olden days people knew very little about 

spelling, and they spelled the name in different ways. A steward was a chief 

servant. 

There was a family named Stuart in Scotland, and from chief servants or 

stewards they had become rulers of the Scots. Mary Stuart, whom Elizabeth 

had beheaded, was one of them. As Queen Elizabeth never married, she had 

no children to rule after her. She was the last of the Tudor family. So the 

English had to look around for a new king, and they looked to Scotland. 

Now, Scotland, as I have told you, was then a separate country and not a part 

of England as now. The son of Mary Stuart was then king of Scotland. His 

name was James Stuart. As he was related to the Tudors, the English invited 

him to come and rule over them. He accepted the invitation and was called 

James I. So we speak of his reign and that of his children as the reign of the 

Stuarts. 
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The Stuart family reigned for about a hundred years, that is, from 1600 to 

1700, all except about eleven years when England had no king at all. 

Many times the English must have been very sorry that they had ever invited 

James to be their king, for he and the whole Stuart family lorded it over the 

English people. They acted as if they were ‘lords of creation,’ and the English 

people had to fight for their rights. 

A body of men called Parliament were 

supposed to make the laws for the 

English people. But James said that 

Parliament could do nothing that he 

didn't like, and if they weren't very 

careful he wouldn't let them do any 

governing at all. James said that 

whatever the king did was right, that 

the king could do no wrong, that God 

gave kings the right to do as they 

pleased with their subjects. This was 

called the Divine Right of Kings. 

Naturally the English people would 

not put up with this sort of thing. Ever 

since the time of King John they had 

insisted on their own rights. The 

Tudors had often done things that the 

people didn't like, but the Tudors were 

English. The Stuarts, however, were 

Scotch, and the people looked on 

them as foreigners; what they 

permitted in one of their own family they wouldn't stand in these strangers 

whom they had invited into their family. So, of course, a quarrel was bound 

to start. But the real fight came with the next king and not with James. 

James was very fond of beefsteak, and one particular cut from the loin of beef 

he liked especially well. It was so delicious he thought it should be honoured 

in some way, and so he made it a knight as if it were a brave and gallant 

gentleman and dubbed it ‘Sir Loin,’ which we still call it today - although 

people have forgotten all about how it got such a name, and some even say 

this is only a story and that he never did such a foolish thing, anyway. 

During King James’s reign the Bible was translated into English. This Bible 

is still read today and we call it the King James Bible. 

James the First by unknown artist c.1605 
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Nothing much happened in England during James’s reign, but in some other 

countries a great deal did happen, although the king had little to do with it. 

English people made settlements in India, that far away country of the 

Hindus, which Columbus had tried to reach by going west; and these 

settlements there grew until India at last belonged to England. The English 

made settlements also in America, and these grew until at last part of 

America, too belonged to England. 

One of these settlements in America was made in the South, and one was 

made in the North. Raleigh’s settlement on Roanoke had disappeared, as I 

told you; but in 1607 a boatload of English gentlemen sailed over to America 

looking for adventure and hoping to make their fortunes by finding gold. They 

landed in Virginia and named the place where they settled Jamestown after 

their King James. But they found no gold, and as they were not used to work, 

they didn’t want to do any. But their leader, Captain John Smith, took matters 

in hand and said that those that didn't work shouldn't eat. So then the 

colonists had to go to work. 

Back in England people had learned to smoke, and so the colonists began to 

raise tobacco for the English people. The tobacco brought the colonists so 

much money that it proved to be a gold-mine - of a different kind ­ after all. 

But the colonial gentlemen wanted someone to do the rough work for them. 

So a few years later some negroes (we now call negroes, African Americans) 

were brought over from Africa and sold to the colonists as slaves to do the 

rough work. This was the beginning of slavery in America, which grew and 

grew until in the South almost all the work was done by African American 

slaves. 

A little later another company of people left England for America. These people 

were not looking for fortunes, however, as the Jamestown settlers had been. 

They were looking for a place where they might worship God as they pleased, 

for in England they were interfered with, and they wanted to find a place 

where no one would interfere with them. So this company of people left 

England in 1620 in a ship called the Mayflower sailed across the ocean and 

landed in a place called Plymouth, in Massachusetts, and there they settled. 

More than half of them died the first winter from hardship and exposure in 

the bitter weather that they have in the North, but, nevertheless, none of those 

who were left would go back to England. This settlement was the beginning of 

that part of the United States called New England. You will hear more about 

both settlements later when you study American History. 

But at present we must see what was going on in England, for there were 

great ‘goings on’ there.  
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2. A King Who Lost His Head 

Timeline Figure: Oliver Cromwell  1666  

HAVE you ever sung, ‘King William was King James' son’? 

Well, that must have been some other King James, for King Charles was this 

King James' son, and he was Charles I. 

Charles was ‘a chip of the old block.’  Like his father he believed in the Divine 

Right of Kings, that he alone had the right to say what should be done or what 

should not be done, and he treated the  English  people as King John had; 

that is, as if they were made simply to serve his pleasure and to do as he said. 

But this time the people didn't carry him off, as they had King John, to agree 

to a paper. They started to fight. The king made ready to fight for what he 

thought his rights. So he got together an army of lords and nobles and those 

who agreed with him. Those who took his side even dressed differently from 

those who were against him. They grew their hair in long curls and wore a 

broad-brimmed hat with a large feather and lace collars and cuffs of lace even 

on their breeches. 

Parliament also got together an army of the people who wanted their rights. 

They had their hair cut short and wore a hat with a tall crown and very simple 

clothes. A country gentleman named Oliver Cromwell trained a regiment of 

soldiers to be such good fighters that they were called Ironsides. 

The king's army was made up of men who prepared for battle by drinking and 

feasting. 

The parliamentary army prayed before going into battle and sang hymns and 

psalms as they marched. 

At last after many battles the king's army was beaten and King Charles was 

taken prisoner. A small part of Parliament then took things in their own 

hands, and though they had no right to do so they tried King Charles and 

condemned him to death. They found him guilty of being a traitor and a 

murderer and other terrible things. Then he was taken out in front of his 

palace in London in the year 1649 and his head was cut off. People now feel 

that this was a shameful thing for the parliamentary army to do to the king, 

and even at that time only a part of the English people were in favour of it. He 

might have been sent away instead of being killed, or he might have had his 

office of king taken away from him. 

Oliver Cromwell, the commander of the parliamentary army then ruled over 

England for a few years. He was a coarse looking person with very rough 
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manners, but honest and religious, and he ruled England as a stern and strict 

father might rule his family. He would stand no nonsense. Once when he was 

having his picture painted - for there were no photographs then - the artist 

left out a big wart he had on his face. Cromwell angrily told him, ‘Paint me as 

I am, wart and all.’ Cromwell was really a king although he called himself 

Protector, but he did a great deal that was good for England. 

When Cromwell died his son became ruler after him, just as if he were the 

son of a king, but the son was unable to fill his father's shoes. He meant well, 

but he hadn't the brains or the ability that his father had, and so in a few 

months he resigned. Oliver Cromwell had been so strict that the English 

people had forgotten about their troubles under the Stuarts. So in 1660 when 

the English found themselves without a ruler they invited back the son of 

Charles I whom they had beheaded, and once more a Stuart became king. 

This was Charles II. 

Charles was called the Merry Monarch because all he seemed to think about 

was eating and drinking, amusing himself, and having a good time. He made 

fun of things that were holy and sacred. To revenge himself on those who had 

put his father to death he had those of them who were still living killed in the 

most horrible way one could think of. Those that were dead already, Oliver 

Cromwell among them, were taken from their tombs; then their dead bodies 

Oliver Cromwell in Armour by Robert Walker c.1649 
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were hung and afterward beheaded. In his reign that old and terrible disease, 

the plague, broke loose again in London. Some people thought that God had 

caused it, that He was shocked by the behaviour of the king and his people 

especially toward holy things, that He was punishing them. The next year, 

1666, a great fire started and burned up thousands of houses, and hundreds 

of churches were destroyed. But the Great Fire, as it was called, cleaned up 

the disease and dirt and was therefore really a blessing. London had been  a 

city of wooden houses. It was rebuilt of brick and stone. 

Only one more Stuart ruler shall I tell you about - or rather a royal pair, 

William and Mary - because in their reign the fight between the people and 

their kings was once and for all finally settled. In 1688 Parliament drew up 

an agreement called the Declaration of Right, which William and Mary signed. 

This agreement made Parliament ruler over the nation, and ever since, 

Parliament and not the king has been the real ruler of England. So I think we 

have heard enough of the Stuarts for a while. 
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14. Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow 

Timeline Figures: Irish Republic 1919 & Treaty of Versailles 

1920  

THERE is a cake shop near where I live. On its sign it says, ‘Made Fresh Every 

Hour.’ History is being made every day. It is being made fresh almost every 

hour. If you had clipped headlines from the papers since the World War I, 

here are some of the things you might have pasted in your notebook. 

TREATY OF PEACE SIGNED AT VERSAILLES: Nations agree on Terms of 

Peace. The Mohammedan Turks in the East are again threatening the 

Christian Nations of the West. 

 

The Signing of Peace in the Hall of Mirrors, Versailles 1919 by William Orpen 

THE IRISH FREE STATE ESTABLISHED: After centuries of struggle to become 

independent of England, Ireland at last, with England’s permission, has set 

up a government of her own. 

COLUMBUS OF THE AIR: Read, an American, crosses Atlantic Ocean for first 

time in an airplane; lands at the Azores and then in Portugal; several others 

soon follow, and the ocean is crossed a number of times. 

WOMEN CAN VOTE AT LAST: All through the ages women have had little or 

no ‘say’ in the government; now, for the first time, they can vote in our country 

and in most other civilized countries. 

STRONG DRINK PROHIBITED: The use of wine and strong drink, which has 

caused so much crime, disease, death and unhappiness, has been forbidden 

in the United States and limited in many other countries; in the generations 

to come, men will probably marvel that there was once a time when people 

drank poison for pleasure. 
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Up to this time, history has been marked by the story of one war after another, 

some big, some small, some short, some long. Almost always a fight has been 

going on somewhere. It has been War, War, War; Fight, Fight, Fight. Children 

scratch, kick, and bite. But the older we get, the less do we use our fists and 

feet to settle quarrels. So fighting seems to be a sign of childhood - that we 

are ‘kids’ - and our fights, that we call wars, a sign of how young the world 

really is and we really are; a sign that the world is still but a minute or two 

old. 

Now, we admire and praise as heroes Horatius, Leonidas, Joan of Arc, and 

General Foch and those others who have defended their countries against the 

attacks of the enemy, as we would admire a man who shoots a burglar or a 

murderer that attacks his family in the night. But those, whether kings, 

generals, or princes, who do the attacking and take life with no other excuse 

than to add to their power or wealth or glory, are no better than burglars who 

go forth with a gun and a blackjack to waylay, rob, and murder for the same 

purpose. War kills, war destroys, war costs millions of lives and billions of 

dollars - money that could be used to make us happy, instead of causing 

bitterness, suffering, misery, and unhappiness; blind men and cripples, 

widows and orphans. No one is better off, not even the winner. It is a terrible 

game, in which even the winner loses. And yet in the long run who knows? It 

may be the only way the world can grow!  

This story ends here, but only for the present, for history is a continued story 

and will never end. 

If you were living in the Year 10,000AD, as someone will be, your history 

would only be just begun when you had reached where we are now. Even the 

World Wars would then seem as long ago as the fights of the Stone Age men 

seem to us. You might think of us and all the inventions we consider so 

wonderful as we think of the discovery of copper and bronze. 

Will the history that is written in the Year 10,000 have any wars to tell about? 

If the wars on Earth cease, will there be wars with other worlds? 

And if there are no more wars, what will history tell about? Will it be new 

inventions? What kinds? Will it be new discoveries? We know every corner of 

the world now. Will it be the inside of this world or other new worlds or a 

spiritual world? 

Perhaps then people will no longer use trains, steamboats, automobiles, or 

even flying machines, but go from place to place as on some magic carpet, 

simply by wishing. Perhaps then they will no longer use letters, telephones, 

or even radio, but read each other's thoughts at any distance. 

And so on - World without end - AMEN! 




