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Introduction 

My Homeschool English is a simple straightforward curriculum that cuts out the 

busy work and gets children writing, reading and thinking. Using knowledge rich 

themes, this language arts resource is your gateway to a holistic and effective 

English education. 

Lessons include explicit writing instruction, reading practice, sentence level 

grammar, vocabulary, spelling, poetry appreciation, picture study, copy work, 

narration and compositions.  

My Homeschool English requires minimal preparation. However, you will need to 

be available for some lessons because there is some teacher/student interaction. 

In most cases one lesson shall represent one day’s work. However, as your child’s 

teacher, you can best determine the amount of work that should be done. Lessons 

usually take about 30 minutes. 

This resource is six months of work which is aimed towards the first half of the 

homeschool year. It has been broken down into 18 weeks with three lessons per 

week plus one weekly spelling activity. There are two 8-week sections, and the 9th 

week is used as a catch-up assessment or revision. 

Grade Level and Syllabus Alignment  

This resource is intended for use with a child aged 10 - 11. It forms part of the My 

Homeschool curriculum for Year 5/Grade 5. It is best used in conjunction with our 

other resources that work on literacy and writing.  

This has been written to follow the Australian Curriculum v9 Year 5, the WA 

Curriculum Year 5, and the NSW Curriculum Stage 3.  
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Writing Lesson with a Knowledge Rich Curriculum 

Writing lessons are inspired by Judith Hochman1 and Charlotte Mason. The 

Hochman method is an explicit style of teaching writing that shows children how to 

write sentences and paragraphs. The Charlotte Mason method teaches writing 

mostly through narration, dictation and copywork. Both these methods are well 

suited for teaching in a homeschool setting.  

This resource includes weekly dictation, Charlotte Mason’s primary method for 

teaching spelling and some narrations (tell me what you know). You will also find 

more narration exercises in other My Homeschool resources. 

Providing children with a knowledge rich curriculum and explicit writing instruction 

is one of the tenets of this English curriculum. Research shows2 that teaching 

writing skills, without knowledge, impairs a child’s ability to write well in the future. 

Although it may not be as apparent in the primary years, a lack of knowledge leads 

to comprehension problems when children progress to writing about more complex 

topics. Our goal is to teach writing skills while using worthwhile content. 

Whilst the Hochman method is much more structured than the Charlotte Mason 

method, there are many shared ideas. Firstly, Charlotte Mason believed it was 

important to teach writing within a literary context. Secondly, she believed that 

sentences are the place to start teaching grammar. Thirdly, both utilise picture 

study to stimulate written content. Fourthly, Charlotte was anti twaddle, this meant 

a knowledge rich curriculum was a priority. Finally, the last one to highlight (there 

are more) is they both believed in teaching writing across the curriculum, in all 

subjects. So, even though this resource doesn’t follow the Charlotte Mason Method 

strictly, many ideas coalesce, and you can still use her method as you teach other 

subjects.  

Themes for My Homeschool English 5A  

Term 1: World History – Indigenous Peoples 

Term 2: Life Science – Habitats and Birds 

  

 
1 The Writing Revolution by J Hochman and N Wexler © 2017 
2  The Knowledge Gap by N Wexler © 2020 
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Before You Start Skills  

This resource assumes that your child has already been introduced to the following 

skills and has completed My Homeschool English 4B. However, if your child hasn’t, 

don’t worry! We will continue to work on developing their skills this year. But be 

aware, your child may need some additional support with the following skills if they 

haven’t learnt them before. 

Prior Knowledge Skills  

− Understands that a sentence has a predicate, a subject and it expresses a 

complete thought. (Appendix 1) 

− Can write a compound sentence with ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’. (Appendix 3 & 4) 

− Can understand the different types of sentences. (Appendix 2) 

− Begins sentences with a capital letter and ends with a punctuation mark that 

matches the sentence type. 

− Has a basic understanding of nouns, pronouns, verbs and adjectives. 

− Understands the differences between single and plural nouns. 

− Uses quotation marks for direct speech. 

− Writing has verb tense agreement. 

− Has begun using the skill of sentence expansion by using ‘when’, ‘where’ and 

‘why’ questions. 

− Can identify, and insert, an appositive into a sentence. (Appendix 5) 

− Has been introduced to the idea that commas are used to separate meaning. 

(Appendix 6) 

− Can identify topic and concluding sentences in paragraphs. (Appendix 7) 

− Can write a paragraph of five sentences. 

Revision of Skills 

For parents wanting to revise some of the writing, punctuation and grammar 

concepts used in this resource, we provide some initial teaching suggestions for 

teachers in the next section, plus we include teaching tips in some lessons, and we 

have an Appendix, at the back of this resource, for key concepts. Please use these 

when needed.  
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Week 1—Lesson 1 – Defining Morphology 

This semester we will be studying base words. Each week you will get a new base 

word to study. This will help you understand the meanings of words and help boost 

your vocabulary.  

Let’s first explain what they mean.  

Base Words 

A base word is the main part of a word, which holds its fundamental meaning. It’s 

like the core of an apple – the essential part around which everything else is built. 

For example, in the word ‘playful,’ ‘play’ is the base word. Base words can often 

stand alone and still make sense. 

Root Words 

Root words are similar to base words, but they specifically refer to the original word 

from which other words are formed. They are often derived from ancient languages 

like Latin or Ancient Greek. For example, the Latin root ‘scrib’ means ‘write.’ From 

this root, we get words like ‘describe,’ ‘manuscript,’ and ‘inscription.’ 

How Base Words and Root Words are Related 

Base words and root words are related in that they both represent the core meaning 

of a word. However, a base word can be a complete word in modern English that we 

use every day, while a root word is often a simpler form that might not be used as 

a standalone word in modern English but forms the basis of several words. 

Morphology 

Morphology is the study of how words are formed and their structure. It looks at 

how base words, root words, prefixes (beginnings), and suffixes (endings) come 

together to create new words. It’s like being a detective, investigating how different 

parts of language combine to convey different meanings. Morphology helps us 

understand why adding ‘un-’ to ‘happy’ gives us ‘unhappy,’ or why ‘child’ becomes 

‘children’ instead of ‘childs’ for the plural. 

By understanding these concepts, you can better grasp how the English language 

works, how words are formed and modified, and how their meanings are shaped. 

This knowledge is not only useful for expanding your vocabulary but also for 

enhancing your understanding of the language as a whole. 

Each week you will study one base or root word. Practise spelling these words and 

learn their meaning. 
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ACTIVITY 

1. Expand the following terms: 

    A. A base word is ____________________________________________________________. 

    B. A root word is ____________________________________________________________. 

    C. A base word is different from a root word because__________________________. 

    D. A root word is similar, but ________________________________________________. 

LESSON 2—AUSTRALIA’S ABORIGINAL STORIES 

In the heart of Australia, where the red dust rises to meet the sky, lies a land rich 

in ancient stories and legends. These are the Dreamtime stories of the Aboriginal 

people, narratives that weave through the very essence of the land, the rivers, and 

the trees. Each element of nature holds a story, a lesson from the past, intricately 

linked to the beliefs and culture of Australia’s first inhabitants. 

The Dreamtime stories explain the creation of the world and its creatures. They tell 

tales of how the kangaroo got its long tail, why the kookaburra laughs, and how the 

stars were formed. The stories are more than just tales; they are the threads that 

connect the past with the present, the people with the land. 

One such tale is about Tiddalik the frog, who drank all the water in the world, 

leaving none for the other animals. The creatures had to make Tiddalik laugh to get 

the water back. This story, shared around campfires and in the whispers of the 

wind, teaches the importance of sharing and caring for the environment. 

Another story tells of the Rainbow Serpent, the powerful creator of the land, rivers, 

and mountains. It is a symbol of life, linking the people to the earth and the spiritual 

world. As the serpent moved across the land, it created rivers and mountains, 

shaping the world as it is known today. 

These Dreamtime stories are not just relics of the past; they continue to be an 

integral part of Aboriginal culture, teaching new generations about their heritage, 

the land, and its importance. 
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Breakdown of the Second Paragraph 

Topic Sentence 

• ‘The Dreamtime stories explain the creation of the world and its creatures.’ 

 

Body 

• ‘They tell tales of how the kangaroo got its long tail, why the kookaburra 

laughs, and how the stars were formed.’ 

Concluding Sentence 

• ‘The stories are more than just tales; they are the threads that connect the 

past with the present, the people with the land.’ 

ACTIVITY 

1. Read through the entire passage and write down what you believe is the central 

message or main idea being conveyed. 

2. Reflect on how the first sentence of the passage relates to the main idea. 

Consider the themes introduced and how they are developed throughout the 

passage. Do you think the first sentence is a good summary of the main ideas? 

Give your reasons. 

3. Analyse the third paragraph and identify the topic sentence, the body, and the 

concluding sentence. 

4. Use the information from the passage to write your own paragraph. Start with a 

topic sentence to introduce your main idea, add a few sentences to the body to 

develop this idea with examples or details, and finish with a concluding sentence 

to sum up your thoughts. (See Appendix 7 for more information on writing a 

paragraph). 

LESSON 3—INDEPENDENT AND DEPENDENT CLAUSES 

What is a Clause? 

A clause is what we use to create our sentences. A clause represents a complete 

thought. 

Examples: 

- she ran 
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- Australia is a big country 

- the dog walked 

Non Examples: 

- the dog 

- big country  

- was sitting 

To Remember 

A sentence must contain at least one clause. 

A clause must contain a subject and a predicate. 

Subject: Something or someone to write about, contains a noun or pronoun 

Predicate: Tells what the subject does or is, and contains a verb 

Here are some examples (the subject has an ‘S’ under it, the predicate a ‘P’) 

The dog    ate his dinner hungrily. 

  S                      P 

Australia  is a wonderful place to live. 

         S                            P 

There is   a beautiful tree. 

     P                  S 

Two Types of Clauses 

Clauses can be independent or dependent. The independent clause can stand 

alone, but the dependent clause cannot stand alone (and it contains a subordinate 

conjunction). 

Examples of Independent Clauses: 

- She ran. 

- The dog walked. 

- The cow was brown. 

Examples of Dependent Clauses: 

- Because he was cold 

- Although it was warm  
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Examples of Subordinating Conjunctions: 

while then since   if    

where after although   until 

when before because     a 

Compound Sentences: 

We can combine two or more independent clauses to create a compound sentence. 

For example: The dogs barked. The birds sang. 

Compound Sentence: The dogs barked and the birds sang.  

These have been combined using the conjunction ‘and’. 

Complex Sentence: If we combine an independent clause and a dependent clause 

we can create what is called a complex sentence.  

The dogs barked  because the birds sang. 

    Independent            Dependent 

ACTIVITY 

1. Find the subject and predicate in these sentences: 

    A. The sun sets in the west. 

    B. Flowers bloom in the spring. 

    C. The cat was on the windowsill. 

    D. Children were playing in the park. 

2. Create a compound sentence by combining these two independent clauses, using 

the conjunction ‘and’ or ‘so’.  

    A. Tiddalik the frog drank all the water from the rivers and lakes 

        The animals in the land were worried when Tiddalik became enormous 

    B. They gathered to discuss how to make Tiddalik release the water 

        The wise old owl suggested telling jokes to make Tiddalik laugh 

    C. The kookaburra, with its laughter, made Tiddalik burst out laughing 

        As Tiddalik laughed, water flowed from his mouth, replenishing the land. 
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LESSON 4—WRITING A PARAGRAPH 

Teacher’s Note: Writing paragraphs with a clear topic sentence, a well-developed 

body, and a strong conclusion is a foundational approach to formal writing. While this 

structure may not be required in all forms of writing, it is an essential skill for students 

and professionals to master, as it provides clarity and coherence to their ideas. This 

method is widely employed in formal and academic writing, such as essays, research 

papers, and reports, where clear and organised communication is paramount. 

Developing proficiency in this structured approach serves as a strong foundation for 

more advanced writing styles. 

In Year 5 and 6 you will learn to develop paragraphs concisely. Writing a paragraph 

can be like making a sandwich. Just like every part of a sandwich has a different 

job, every part of a paragraph does too! 

1. What is a Paragraph? 

A paragraph is a group of sentences that talk about one main idea. It’s like a mini-

story or a part of an essay. 

2. The Topic Sentence: The Top Slice of Bread 

• What It Is: The first sentence of your paragraph. 

• Job: Introduces the main idea. It’s like saying, ‘This is what we’re going to 

talk about!’ 

• Tip: Make it clear and interesting to grab your reader’s attention. 

3. The Body: The Filling of Your Sandwich 

• What It Is: The sentences after the topic sentence. 

• Job: These sentences add details, facts, explanations, or examples about the 

main idea. 

• Tip: Make sure all the details are about the same main idea. Just like how 

the fillings of a sandwich are all related. 

4. Writing the Body: 

• Start with Details: Explain your main idea. Imagine you’re answering 

questions like ‘Why?’ ‘How?’ or ‘What next?’ 

• Add Examples: These are proof that what you’re saying is true or important. 
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• Keep it Connected: All sentences should link back to the main idea in the 

topic sentence. 

5. The Concluding Sentence: The Bottom Slice of Bread 

• What It Is: The last sentence of your paragraph. 

• Job: It wraps up your main idea. It’s like saying, ‘This is why my main idea 

is important!’ 

• Tip: Try to restate your main idea in a different way. Don’t just repeat the 

topic sentence. 

6. Making a Good Paragraph: 

• Check Your Order: Topic sentence first, then body sentences, and a 

concluding sentence last. 

• Stay on Topic: Don’t mix up different ideas in one paragraph. 

• Smooth Transitions: Make sure your sentences flow nicely from one to the 

next. 

Remember, practise makes perfect! Keep writing paragraphs, and you’ll get better 

and better at it.  

ACTIVITY 

Answer the following questions. Write complete sentences for your answers. 

Complete these questions in your notebook.  

1. What is the purpose of a topic sentence in a paragraph? 

2. List two things that you should include in the body of a paragraph. 

3. What is the main job of a concluding sentence in a paragraph? 

4. Can you explain how a paragraph is similar to making a sandwich? 

5. Why is it important to keep all the sentences in the body of the paragraph related 

to the main idea? 

6. Write a topic sentence for a paragraph about your favourite hobby or activity. 

7. Why do you think it’s important for the concluding sentence to restate the main 

idea in a different way instead of just repeating the topic sentence? 
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Week 2—Lesson 5 – Base ‘port’ 

Base: ‘port’ 

Meaning: ‘carry’, ‘bear’, ‘convey’ 

The base word ‘port’ has an interesting origin and a few different meanings. It comes 

from the Latin word ‘portus,’ which means ‘harbour’ or ‘gateway.’ In modern 

English, ‘port’ commonly refers to a harbour or a place where ships and boats can 

dock, load, and unload. It’s also used in technology to refer to a place where 

connections are made, like a USB port on a computer. 

Examples with Suffixes and Prefixes 

Suffix Example: Adding ‘-able’ to ‘port’ gives us ‘portable.’ ‘Portable’ means 

something that can be easily carried or moved around. For example, a portable 

phone or a portable computer. 

Prefix Example: By adding the prefix ‘tele-’ to ‘port,’ we get ‘teleport.’ ‘Teleport’ means 

to transport instantly, usually in the realm of science fiction or advanced 

technology. 

Vocabulary Words 

− Import: Bringing goods into a country (from ‘in-’ + ‘port’). 

− Export: Sending goods out of a country (from ‘ex-’ + ‘port’). 

− Deport: To force someone to leave a country (from ‘de-’ + ‘port’). 

− Transport: To carry something from one place to another (from ‘trans-’ + 

‘port’). 

− Support: To uphold or give assistance. 

− Report: To give a detailed account of something (from ‘re-’ + ‘port’). 

− Airport: A place where aeroplanes take off and land. 

− Portly: Having a stout body; somewhat fat. 

− Portage: The act of carrying boats or goods overland between two waterways. 

− Portfolio: A case for carrying loose papers or a collection of investments. 

− Portion: A part or share of the whole. 

− Portico: A structure consisting of a roof supported by columns at regular 

intervals, typically attached as a porch to a building. 

− Porter: A person employed to carry luggage and other loads. 

− Comport: To conduct oneself; behave. 

− Sport: An activity involving physical exertion and skill. 

− Portcullis: A strong, heavy grating that can be lowered down grooves on each 

side of a gateway. 
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− Portend: To give an omen or anticipatory sign of. 

− Portmanteau: A large suitcase or a word blending the sounds and combining 

the meanings of two others (e.g., ‘brunch’). 

− Reportage: The reporting of news, for the press and the broadcast media. 

These examples show how versatile the base word ‘port’ is, transforming into many 

different words with various meanings when combined with different prefixes and 

suffixes. This demonstrates the dynamic nature of the English language and how 

words evolve and adapt over time. 

Weekly Dictation 

John Flynn, Australian born, was a dreamer of dreams. One dream has awakened 

joy in the heart of a continent...It was a giant project, Flynn’s dream, nothing less 

than to establish help, communication, and transport throughout two-thirds of the 

continent - two million square miles peopled by an isolated few having no political 

voice. An empire would hardly have tackled such a job. His dream hinged on the 

cradle. First ensure that every Inland woman could have her baby and her own life 

with it. 

Ion Idriess from Flynn of the Inland ©1945   

ACTIVITY 

1. Break the vocabulary words into syllables. Use a slash to determine the division. 

For example, di/vi/sion.  

2. Write 5 complete sentences using 5 of these vocabulary words.  
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LESSON 56—A PICTURE STUDY 

Graham Children by William Hogarth 

ABOUT THIS PICTURE 

This picture is displayed in the National Gallery of London, Trafalgar Square. The 

painting is dated 1742.  It is a life-size group portrait which shows the children of 

a Dr and Mrs Daniel Graham who lived in Pall Mall in central London.  In order of 

age the four children are Henrietta Catherine in the blue dress, here aged nine, 

Richard Robert here aged seven, Anna Maria here aged about five, and the baby 

Thomas who died before the painting was completed. 

Richard on the right is turning the handle of a ‘bird-organ’ – a device which imitated 

birdsong. The organ’s sound presumably has inspired the caged bird to sing, which 

has then provoked the predatory cat to leap hopefully up the back of the boy’s chair. 

The two girls seem unaware of this small drama, while baby Thomas, rusk in hand, 

has eyes only for the cherries held out by his elder sister. Thomas is seated in a go-
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cart: an elaborate little armchair on wheels with a long towing handle attached to 

the axle. The children’s clothes are very fine. Notice in particular that the baby boy 

is dressed in skirts. This was normal for the first two years or so of a baby’s life – 

presumably until he was toilet-trained. The other children wear miniature versions 

of adult clothing – long skirts for the girls with a bodice which would have been 

laced at the back, and an apron in front which could be removed for washing. Anna 

Maria’s dress is particularly pretty, the cherries on it echoing the cherries in her 

sister’s hand. Robert wears knee breeches as his father also would have done.  

ACTIVITY 

1. What did you notice first? Where is it in the painting?  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is the boy doing? Why is he doing it?  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the cat doing? Why is the cat in that position? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Write a paragraph about The Graham Children painting. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON 59—FORM AND FEATURES OF A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

Pelicans Plunder Fishermen's Catches! 

23 June, 2024 by Jane Smith 

A flock of opportunistic pelicans has been 

causing headaches for local fishermen at 

Sandy Shores Marina. The mischievous 

birds have taken to swooping in and 

snatching fish straight from the nets and 

hands of the hardworking anglers. 

The unusual scenes have been unfolding 

over the past few weeks, with fishermen 

reporting daily encounters with the daring 

pelicans. The birds, known for their large 

beaks and excellent fishing skills, seem to 

have decided it’s easier to steal a meal than 

catch one themselves. 

“They’re bold as brass,” said Tom Willis, a 

commercial fisherman who’s worked the 

marina for 20 years. “I turned my back for 

one second, and there it went—my biggest fish of the day, right down the pelican’s throat!” 

Other fishermen share similar tales. Some have tried waving their arms or shouting to deter the birds, but the 

pelicans remain undeterred. “It’s like they’ve worked out we’re doing all the hard work for them,” joked Sarah 

Keating, a recreational angler who lost two fish to the crafty birds last weekend. 

According to local wildlife expert Dr. Amelia Crane, the behaviour may stem from a decrease in the pelicans’ 

natural food supply. “Pelicans are resourceful creatures,” she explained. “If fish stocks in the wild are low, 

they’ll find other ways to feed themselves. The marina provides an easy opportunity for them to gather food.” 

However, not everyone is laughing about the pelican problem. Some fishermen worry about the impact on their 

livelihoods. “Losing fish like this adds up,” said Willis. “It’s hard enough making a living without having to 

battle birds for your catch.” 

Wildlife authorities have been notified and are considering measures to address the issue. Ideas include 

installing bird deterrents at the marina or educating the public about not feeding the pelicans, which can 

encourage the behaviour further. 

As the battle between fishermen and pelicans continues, one thing is clear: the marina has become a hotspot of 

high-stakes thievery. Whether the pelicans will move on or adapt to new deterrents remains to be seen, but for 

now, the fishermen are keeping a wary eye on the skies. 

 

Bold pelicans intimidate fisherman at Sandy Shores Marina. 
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How to write a Newspaper Article 

Teacher’s Note: Pelicans Plunder Fishermen's Catches! has been created for 

educational purposes and is not intended to be taken as a real event.  

Today, we’re going to explore the exciting world of newspaper articles. A newspaper 

article is a written piece that reports news or provides information on various topics. 

Here’s what makes them special: 

1. Headline: The headline is the title of the article. It’s bold and catchy to grab the 

reader’s attention. For example, ‘Pelicans Plunder Fishermen's Catches!’ 

2. Byline: This is where the article’s author is named, like ‘By Jane Smith.’ 

3. Lead: The opening paragraph, or the ‘lead’, gives us the main points of the story. 

It answers the questions who, what, when, where, and why. 

4. Body: This is the main part of the article. It provides details, facts, and 

explanations. Here, the writer might include quotes from people involved. 

5. Closing: The article wraps up by summarising the main points or giving a final 

thought. 

6. Photographs and Captions: Most articles have pictures related to the story with 

captions explaining them. 

7. Language and Style: Newspaper articles are written in a formal, straightforward 

style. They use clear and concise language to make sure everyone understands the 

news. 

8. Objectivity: A good article presents facts and different points of view without the 

writer’s personal opinion. 

ACTIVITY 

1. What is the main purpose of the headline in a newspaper article? 

2. Where do you find the name of the person who wrote the article? 

3. What are the 5 Ws that the lead paragraph usually answers? 

4. Why are quotes used in the body of a newspaper article? 

5. What type of language is used in newspaper articles? 

6. What is the importance of photographs in a newspaper article? 

7. What does it mean for an article to be objective? 

8. How does the closing paragraph usually conclude the article? 
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9. Can a newspaper article include the writer’s personal opinions? 

10. Why is it important for a newspaper article to be clear and concise? 

Remember, newspaper articles are a window to the world, keeping us informed and 

connected. Happy reading and writing! 

LESSON 60—WRITING A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

Note: The Goose that Laid the Golden Egg was studied in Lesson 44. 

Today, you’re going to learn how to write a newspaper article using the fable The 

Goose That Laid the Golden Egg (See Lesson 44) as our story. 

Step 1: Craft Your News Story 

Headline: Think of a catchy headline. How about ‘Golden Surprise: Goose Lays 

Unusual Egg!’? 

Lead Paragraph: Write the opening paragraph. Answer who, what, where, when, 

and why. Example: ‘In the quiet village of Little Hangleton, a farmer stumbled upon 

a startling discovery - his goose lays golden eggs!’ 

Step 2: Tell the Tale 

Body of the Article: Write 2-3 paragraphs. Imagine interviewing the farmer and 

maybe a bird expert. What would they say about this golden egg? 

Conclusion: End with what might happen next. Will the farmer keep the goose a 

secret? 

Step 3: Finishing Touches 

Proofread: Check your article for any spelling mistakes. 

Illustrate: Draw a picture to go with your article. 

Step 4: Share Your Story 

Share your article with friends or family. What do they think about your reporting 

skills? A newspaper article should be exciting and informative. Have fun being a 

reporter for the day!  

  




