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DO you know what our Earth looks like? I'm sure
that you can tell it is like a huge ball, spinning
around in space. The "top" and "bottom" of this
gigantic ball each has a thick covering, or cap, of
ice. These ice caps are very important in the story
of our world.

Long, long ago – when the world was very young
– the two ice caps were much bigger and the Earth
was a lot colder than it is today. Snow fell over the
two frozen areas and the snow, too, became ice. It
did not melt and flow back into the sea from where
it had come. So much water stayed on the land in
the form of ice that there was much less water in
the oceans. As the level of water in the seas and
oceans fell, some of the Earth's area that had been
covered by water then became dry land. This was
the time of a great Ice Age.

C h a p t e r  O n e

The Land of the Dreamtime
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Can you see on the map that there are many islands between Australia
and the mainland of the Asian continent? In the times of the great ice caps
there was much more land exposed and less sea between Australia and
Asia. It was quite easy for people to row across the narrow stretches of
water. We believe that it was about that time that brown-skinned people
began to cross from Asia to Australia. In dug-out canoes they came,
bringing their weapons, dogs, and a little food. These people were the first
Aborigines to live in Australia and they came many thousands of years ago.
They came long before the birth of Christ or Buddha and even long before
the pyramids were being built in Egypt.

The Aborigines tell many wonderful stories about these early times
which they call the days of the Dreamtime. One of the stories told by the
Aborigines was about Bohra, the Kangaroo.
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There was once a time, so the story says,
that Bohra moved about on four legs just
like a dog.

Bohra used to like feeding at night and
sometimes he would watch the fires of the
Aborigines. One evening he saw many fires
and heard the sounds of a great corroboree.
There were the shouts of excited men, the
click-click of sticks as they were tapped
together and the thudding of hands on
bundles of skins. As Bohra watched, a line
of black painted figures came leaping into
the light of the fire.

So excited did Bohra become that he
could not resist a desire to stand on his two
hind legs and try leaping like the men.
Down to the fire he jumped and, balancing
himself on his tail, Bohra bounded along
behind the last man.

Faster and faster moved the dancers
until, at last and quite suddenly, the sounds
and movement stopped. The dance was
over.

After the corroboree the Aborigines saw
the kangaroo. Because he had come to their
dance without being invited, the men
declared he would have to be punished. It
was decided the kangaroo would have to
move always as he had that evening –
jumping on his hind legs and balancing
himself on his tail.
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C h a p t e r  T h r e e

T h e y  C a m e  —  a n d  St a y e d
THERE can be no doubt that Cook's decision to explore the eastern
coast of New Holland before returning to England changed the whole
history of this country. If a navigator from some other country had seen
it first, then Australia could easily have been settled by the Portuguese,
the Dutch, or the French. Instead, Cook's voyage in a little ship not quite
thirty-three metres long meant that England would have the chance of
settling a fine, new country. Quite unlike Dampier and other earlier
explorers, Cook and Banks were able to see that the eastern coast of
New Holland was quite fertile and worth settling. Just eighteen years
after Cook's voyage the British Government decided to make a
settlement at Botany Bay. There was a special reason for this decision.

In the year 1775 war broke out in the British colonies of America.
The colonists wanted to break away from British rule and govern
themselves. The British Government wished to stop them doing this
and war resulted. For some time England had been sending hundreds
of convicts (criminals) every year to America, where they were made
to work for a certain number of years. Of course, once war broke out
in America, it was no longer possible to send the convicts there. A
different place had to be found. After several other places were tried
and found to be unsuitable, it was decided to follow the advice of Sir
Joseph Banks to send the convicts to Botany Bay.
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The people who now live in the fine, sunny land of Australia should
always be grateful that Captain Arthur Phillip was chosen as the
Governor of the first settlement. Others in England considered the new
country to be just a dumping ground for the convicts — the criminals
of England. Fortunately, Phillip did not agree with this. He could see
that the new land could one day grow to be a fine nation of which Great
Britain could be proud. He was determined to do what he could to give
the nation a good start.

For months preparations for the voyage were made. Phillip could be
seen on the ships, in the stores, on the wharves and in the offices of the
government officials. He did not spare himself, but tried to make
certain that everything was properly done before the voyage began.
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C h a p t e r  F o u r

Rum and Rebellion
THE settlement which Arthur Phillip had begun so well was to
continue to grow and prosper, but not before a number of dark,
troublesome years had passed and some of the free settlers, marines
and redcoats had caused a great deal of trouble. These people were
often referred to as "Exclusionists" as they argued that all convicts and
even those who had served their time as convicts ("emancipists")
should be excluded from all social life in the colony.

You will remember that the marines who came out with the first fleet
disliked guarding the convicts at labour. They felt their work was
simply to shoulder their guns and to be ready to fight in defence of the
colony should the need ever arise. Now this was unfortunate, because
Phillip certainly needed somebody to supervise each group of convicts
— someone who would make sure the convicts did the work they were
sent to do without trying to escape, or hide, or destroy the tools. When
the marines refused to carry out this duty, Phillip decided to do two
things: to ask for a regiment of men who would carry out the work and,
secondly, to appoint some of the more trustworthy convicts as
overseers in charge of work groups.
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In answer to Phillip's request a special regiment of soldiers, to be
known as the New South Wales Corps, was sent to Sydney Cove. These
men served Phillip until he returned to England. When he did leave the
colony he was not replaced for two long years, and the commander of
the regiment, the Lieutenant-Governor, became the ruler of the colony.

It was unfortunate that Lieutenant-Governor Grose took several
actions which were to cause trouble for many years to come. He swept
away many of Phillip's wise plans for the building of the town of
Sydney. Phillip wanted a model town to grow up, with fine buildings
and good, straight streets at least 60 metres wide. When Grose put
these plans aside, the town grew up in rather a higgledy-piggledy
fashion, with narrow, criss-crossing streets and poorly planned
buildings. All sorts of future traffic and town-planning problems were
to result from this rash mistake made by Grose; but another action of
his was to cause even greater trouble in the young colony. He made the
mistake of giving his soldier friends so much power that they thought
they could do almost whatever they pleased in Sydney Town. One of
these men was John Macarthur and he was to be a real troublemaker,
making things very difficult for several future governors. 

The British Government most unwisely gave Grose approval to give
areas of land to the officers and men of the New South Wales Corps.
Grose made grants of land to his officer friends, and also gave them
convict labourers to work their land. When the crops on the officers'
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C h a p t e r  S i x
Over the Barrier

GOVERNOR Lachlan Macquarie arrived
in the colony at the very end of 1809. He
ruled the colony for twelve years, and
during that time there was an exciting
development of the colony. Macquarie
helped all people who he believed were
making a worth-while effort in the colony.
He helped the emancipists (convicts who
had served their time), including Dr.
William Redfern, the architect Francis
Greenway and the businessman Simeon
Lord. He encouraged small landholders
and he gave his interested support to the
men who wanted to explore the country. 

It was indeed unfortunate that rich
"exclusionists", like the wealthy Rev.
Samuel Marsden and, later, John
Macarthur, (who had been granted large
areas of land for development of the wool
and mutton industries) and others of the
rich and privileged classes were so
determined to oppose Macquarie's efforts
to improve the lives of the emancipists.

Macquarie was keen to know just what
sort of country existed on the other side of
the mountain range to the west of Sydney.
Those who had tried to conquer this barrier
had begun by following one of the valleys,
hoping they would be able to find a pass
through the ranges rather than go over
them. These men were all to be
disappointed, as sooner or later the valleys
seemed to end in steep, rugged cliffs over
which the explorers could not climb.
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By the year 1813 it became very important that a
way over the ranges be found. Most of the good,
fertile country between Sydney and the mountains
had by then been occupied, and farmers were
needing more land for their growing herds of cattle
and flocks of sheep.

Something just had to be done and Gregory
Blaxland, a farmer, decided that he would be the man
to do it.

Blaxland gathered all the knowledge he could
about the mountains before attempting to cross them,
making several short trips into the foothills to study
the type of country through which he would pass. He
was lucky enough to meet a kangaroo hunter from the
mountains who told Blaxland that it would be
possible to go at least some of the way by following
the ridges instead of the valleys. Blaxland decided to
follow this advice and try to climb over the mountains
instead of attempting to go through the valleys.

Two other men, Lieutenant William Lawson and
William Charles Wentworth, were invited by
Blaxland to accompany him on this adventure.
Both agreed to go and, with four servants, five
dogs, and four pack-horses, they set out from
Blaxland's farm on the 11th May, 1813. With them
they carried the good wishes of Governor
Macquarie and the hopes of the entire colony.

After crossing the Nepean River, the explorers did
not progress very far before finding they had tackled
no easy task. The journey over the mountains was to
be no picnic. In many places there were thickly
forested slopes, and in others the ground was covered
with a dense, heavy scrub. Often it seemed that the
easiest way would have been to descend to the
valleys, but, no matter how tough the going on the
ridges, Blaxland was determined not to go down into
the valleys. Too many others had tried that method
and had failed. Blaxland knew that he must stick to
the ridges if he were to succeed.
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C h a p t e r  E i g h t

N e w  C o l o n i e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a
IT was as early as 1803 that a party of 300 convicts, with fifty marines
to guard them, arrived at Port Phillip. They were under the command
of Colonel David Collins. They did not stay long, because Collins
considered the soil too sandy and was unable to find a suitable stream
of fresh water. He decided to cross Bass Strait and make a new
settlement on the banks of the Derwent River. Collins chose a spot
beneath the towering height of Mount Wellington, and thus the
settlement of Hobart was begun.

Another settlement was made in northern Van Diemen's Land, in
1804 on the lovely verdant banks of the Tamar River. The site was
twice changed before, in 1806, the settlers were moved to the spot that
is now occupied by the beautiful city of Launceston.

Van Diemen's Land was declared to be a separate colony in 1825. It
was in 1855 that the people of the island decided to change the name
to Tasmania, in honour of its Dutch discoverer. 

For more than fifty years convicts were transported to Van Diemen's
Land and on the bank of an inlet about 100 kilometres from Hobart the
cruel prison known as Port Arthur was built and, although the last
convicts arrived in 1853, it was in use from 1830 until 1877. Today
visitors are able to visit the ruins of the prison settlement and get some

idea of the cruel treatment suffered by those early prisoners. Tourists
are also able to visit, with respect, the memorial to more than

thirty men, women and children who were massacred there by
a demented gunman in late April, 1996. Shocked by this

appalling act John Howard (Prime Minister, 1996 -
2007) introduced a scheme to buy back a great

number of dangerous firearms and ensured
laws were passed to restrict future gun sales.

After the explorations of Hume and
Hovell, people became more interested in

the southern section of the mainland.
Certain farmers decided to bring their

flocks and herds to the area. In 1834
the Henty family packed up their



106

THE discovery of gold brought wonderful changes to our country. It
must not be thought, however, that the gold industry was the only one
helping Australia's development during the second half of the
nineteenth century. There were many others, and men connected with
some of those industries were to become world leaders in the discovery
of new techniques and the invention of new machines.

Men like Macarthur and Marsden had pioneered the sheep industry
in New South Wales. There were many others to follow these two, and
both the sheep and cattle industries quickly developed. Squatters with
their flocks and herds soon spread into the areas of good pasture
discovered by the explorers, and Australia was shortly producing all
the meat, wool, hides and tallow for her own needs with enough left
over to begin exporting these products.

Overseas, the products of our sheep and cattle industries were found
to equal the best in the world. But the people in England began to grow
tired of the salted meat being sent from Australia, and said that they
wanted fresh meat from our country. Now this was very difficult,
because in those days there were no ships with refrigeration chambers.
Hundreds tried to solve the problem. The man who finally succeeded
was Thomas Sutcliffe Mort.

C h a p t e r  Te n

M e n  o f  I n d u s t r y

Mort had already made his name in the world of industry. He was the
first man to conduct regular wool sales in Sydney, and soon wool-

buyers from all over the world began to arrive in Sydney
for the sales. The wool sales were exciting to watch.

Everyone seemed to be calling out at once, each man
shouting his bid in the hope that he would obtain

some of Australia's world-famous wool.
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C h a p t e r  F i f t e e n  
Advance Australia

WHEN at last the war was over, people throughout the world wished
only for peace. The United Nations Organization, already working
when peace came, is continually trying to keep the peace throughout
the world. Australia is a member of the United Nations, and the
Australian people have worked hard to help other nations less fortunate
than our own. Money, food supplies, materials and trained advisers
have been made available when needed.

In order to help keep the peace in our own part of the world, Australia
signed agreements with other nations. Two important agreements were
the South-East Asia Treaty Organization (known as SEATO), and the
Australia, New Zealand, United States Pact (known as ANZUS). The
nations signing SEATO were the United States, Great Britain, France,
the Philippines, Thailand, Australia, and New Zealand. These nations
pledged support for one another if ever any of them were to be attacked.
At the same time the treaty expressed a "desire to live in peace with all
peoples and all governments". This treaty was abolished in 1977.

Unfortunately Australia has been involved in a number of conflicts
since World War II. Among the worst of these have been the conflict in
Korea (1950-1953), the War in Vietnam (1965-1972); the conflict in
Afghanistan and the war which began in Iraq in 2003. Although many
Australians have had serious doubts about our participation in these
conflicts our government in each case has felt it was important to
support our ally, the United States of America. However, in time the
people of the USA came to believe the attacks upon the Vietnamese
people and upon the people of Iraq were unwise and regrettable. 

The Australian servicemen and women who have taken part in these
conflicts have performed their duties honourably and courageously.
One outstanding example of their courage was the battle that took
place at Nui Dat on 18th August, 1966. A small group of Australians
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