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Welcome to Downunder Copy Work Series 

This series has been developed to provide a language-art resource that has a unique ‘down under’ flavour.  We 

have chosen Australian and New Zealand ‘living literature’ that we consider has enduring value and will enhance 

your student’s mind.  The material is very easy for parents and teachers to use. 

Searching for quality copy work is very time consuming, so we have done the hard work for you. We have 

carefully selected a broad range of good literature that we believe will be educational, encouraging, uplifting and 

bring delight to you and your students. Our extracts are chosen from material which dates from 1769-2006 and 

includes classic fiction, poetry, songs, biographies, studies of nature and explorers’ journals.  

Obtaining copyright for this series was a long and arduous process. There were many works we wanted to include, 

such as Storm Boy, Mary Gilmore’s poetry, Rachel Tonkin’s books and some Aboriginal writings. However, for 

various reasons this was not possible. On a few occasions we felt so strongly about including certain pieces of 

writing that we decided to paraphrase the text. Hopefully, in using this material, you will be introduced to some 

wonderful books and writings of which you were previously unaware.  Some of the books are out of print but with 

a little hunting you can find them. We did!  

Culture and Grammar from Another Time 

Many of the included works highlight what was happening in the era in which they were written. For this reason, 

some of the literature may well be ‘politically incorrect’ by today’s standards, but at the time of writing it was not. 

Please use these ‘politically incorrect’ phrases as an opportunity to teach your student about the culture of the 

times.  

Another concern for us was the grammar and punctuation used in the very early pieces of writing. Some grammar 

rules and punctuation practices used two hundred years ago are no longer relevant today. We felt the old 

punctuation may be confusing for young children. Therefore, we did a little editing, in particular replacing 

semicolons with full stops. However, in the poetry extracts we chose to keep the capital letters at the beginning of 

each line, even though this is not common practice in modern poetry. In doing so, we don’t believe we have 

compromised the integrity of the original extracts, only enhanced their value as language tools. 

What is the Value of Copy Work? 

The primary use of copy work is for penmanship - to develop good technical skills. Practice makes perfect.  

Writing, however, is more than bending lines nicely and so copy work can also be of value in the following ways: 

• as an aid for teaching correct spelling, a skill enhanced by seeing words and writing them correctly.  The ‘look, 

say, think and copy’ method is recommended. 

• in exposing children to good literature and a variety of writing styles to help them recognize and use well-

structured sentences, good grammar and correct punctuation.  

• as a wonderful way to aid memorization, with the use of  all the senses: ‘seeing’, ‘saying,’  ‘hearing’ and ‘doing ‘. 

• as a tried-and-tested method that works! 
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How to use this Resource. 

We have tried to make these workbooks very easy to use. 

In each book there is one lesson per page which can be printed as single or multiple copies, as needed. It will take 

the average student about six months to complete each book.  At times we have chosen to follow a text through 

several pages, or lessons, to keep the students interested and, hopefully, inspire them to read the whole work.  

This resource requires as much teacher input as desired. Individual pages can be handed out as separate lessons to 

be completed. Alternatively, if the worksheets are bound together in a folder, students can independently continue 

with further lessons. Worksheets can also be used as homework exercises or ‘springboards’ for lessons on 

grammar, punctuation or language techniques. To vary lessons, extracts can be dictated with students writing in a 

separate book. 

The lessons can also be enhanced by discussing the actual literature and encouraging the children to read the 

entire work or find out more, for themselves, about the topic or piece of writing. In Book One we have also 

provided space for your students’ own inspired illustrations. Encourage their creativity!  

We hope you enjoy using this series of resources.  

Margaret & Michelle 
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The night too quickly passes, 
 
And we are growing old, 
 
So let us fill our glasses, 
 
And toast the Days of Gold; 
 
When finds of wondrous treasure, 
 
Set all the South ablaze, 
 
And you and I were faithful mates, 
 
All through the roaring days! 

Henry Lawson from The Roaring Days ©1892 
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When I returned from the Nimrod Expedition, on  
 
which we had to turn back from our attempt to plant 
 
the British flag on the South Pole, being beaten by  
 
stress of circumstances within ninety-seven miles of our 
 
goal, my mind turned to the crossing of the  
 
continent, for I was morally certain that either  
 
Amundsen or Scott would reach the Pole on our own 
 
route or a parallel one. After hearing of the  
 
Norwegian success I began to make preparations to start 
 
a last great journey.  

 

E.H.Shackeltons from The Story of Shackelton’s Last Expedition ©1917 
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John Flynn, Australian born, was a dreamer of  
 
dreams. One dream has awakened joy in the heart of 
 
a continent...It was a giant project, Flynn’s dream,  
 
nothing less than to establish help, communication, and 
 
transport throughout two-thirds of the continent - two  
 
million square miles peopled by an isolated few having  
 
no political voice. An empire would hardly have tackled  
 
such a job. His dream hinged on the cradle. First  
 
ensure that every Inland woman could have her baby  
 
and her own life with it. 
 

 
Ion Idriess from Flynn of the Inland ©1945 
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In October 1788 Captain William Bligh set  
 
sail on his return journey to England.  Some of  
 
his crew had other plans.  
 
‘Just before sun-rising, while I was yet asleep, Mr 
 
Christian with the master-at-arms, gunner's mate,  
 
and Thomas Burkitt, seaman, came into my cabin 
 
and seizing me, tied my hands with a cord behind my  
 
back and threatened me with instant death, if I spoke or  
 
made the least noise. 
 
I however called as loud as I could to alarm everyone.’  

 

Bligh’s Narrative of the Mutiny on Board HM. Ship Bounty  (1788) 
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The Ballad of the Totems 
 
My father was Noonuccal man and kept old  
 
tribal way,  
 
His totem was the Carpet Snake, whom none  
 
must ever slay; 
 
But mother was of Peewee clan, and loudly  
 
she expressed 
 
The daring view that carpet snakes were nothing  
 
but a pest. 
 

Oodgeroo Noonuccal from The Ballad of the Totem © 1964 




