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Introduction 

My Homeschool English is a simple straightforward curriculum that cuts out the 

busy work and gets children writing, reading and thinking. Using knowledge rich 

themes, this language arts resource is your gateway to a holistic and effective 

English education. 

Lessons include explicit writing instruction, reading practice, sentence level 

grammar, vocabulary, spelling, poetry appreciation, picture study, copy work, 

narration and compositions.  

My Homeschool English requires minimal preparation. However, you will need to 

be available for some lessons because there is some teacher/student interaction. 

In most cases one lesson shall represent one day’s work. However, as your child’s 

teacher, you can best determine the amount of work that should be done. In most 

circumstances lessons will only take about 30 minutes. 

This resource is six months of work which is aimed towards the last half of the 

homeschool year. It has been broken down into 18 weeks with three lessons per 

week plus one weekly spelling activity. There are two 8-week sections, and the 9th 

week used as a catch up assessment or revision. 

Grade Level and Syllabus Alignment  

This resource is intended for use with a child aged 10 - 11. It forms part of the My 

Homeschool curriculum for Year 5/Grade 5. It is to be used in conjunction with our 

other resources that work on literacy and writing.  

This has been written to follow the Australian Curriculum v9 Year 5, the NSW 

Curriculum Year 5 (Stage 3), the WA Curriculum Year 5, NZ Curriculum Year 6 and 

Common Core Grade 5.  

  



 

 

My Homeschool English 5B © 2024                                                                                  Page|7 

 

Writing Lesson with a Knowledge Rich Curriculum 

Writing lessons are inspired by Judith Hochman1 and Charlotte Mason. The 

Hochman method is an explicit style of teaching writing that shows children how to 

write sentences and paragraphs. The Charlotte Mason method teaches writing 

mostly through narration, dictation and copywork. Both these methods are well 

suited for teaching in a homeschool setting.  

This resource includes weekly dictation, Charlotte Mason’s primary method for 

teaching spelling and some narrations (tell me what you know). You will also find 

more narration exercises in other My Homeschool knowledge rich resources. 

Providing children with a knowledge rich curriculum and explicit writing instruction 

is one of the tenets of this English curriculum. Research shows2 that teaching 

writing skills, without knowledge, impairs a child’s ability to write well in the future. 

Although it may not be as apparent in the primary years, a lack of knowledge leads 

to comprehension problems when children progress to writing about more complex 

topics. Our goal is to teach writing skills while using worthwhile content. 

Whilst the Hochman method is much more structured than the Charlotte Mason 

method, there are many shared ideas. Firstly, Charlotte Mason believed it was 

important to teach writing within a literary context. Secondly, she believed that 

sentences are the place to start teaching grammar. Thirdly, both utilise picture 

study to stimulate written content. Fourthly, Charlotte was anti twaddle, this meant 

a knowledge rich curriculum was a priority. Finally, the last one to highlight (there 

are more) is they both believed in teaching writing across the curriculum, in all 

subjects. So, even though this resource doesn’t follow the Charlotte Mason Method 

strictly, many ideas coalesce, and you can still use her method as you teach other 

subjects.  

Theme for My Homeschool English 5B  

Term 1: Britain during the Victorian Era including the monarch, poets, authors, 

and historical accounts.  

Term 2: Literature and stories during the reign of Queen Victoria from five British 

Colonies—Australia, New Zealand, Canada, India and Africa.  

 

 

1 The Writing Revolution by J Hochman and N Wexler © 2017 
2  The Knowledge Gap by N Wexler © 2020 
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Before You Start Skills  

This resource assumes that your child has already been introduced to the following 

skills and has completed My Homeschool English 5A. However, if your child hasn’t, 

don’t worry! We will continue to work on developing their skills this year. But be 

aware, your child may need some additional support with the following skills if they 

haven’t learnt them before. 

Prior Knowledge Skills  

− Understands that a sentence has a predicate, a subject and it expresses a 

complete thought. (Appendix 1) 

− Can write a compound sentence with ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’. (Appendix 3 & 4) 

− Can understand the different types of sentences. (Appendix 2) 

− Begins sentences with a capital letter and ends with a punctuation mark 

that matches the sentence type. 

− Has a basic understanding of nouns, pronouns, verbs and adjectives. 

− Writing has verb tense agreement. 

− Uses quotation marks for direct speech. 

− Understands the differences between single and plural nouns. 

− Has begun using the skill of sentence expansion by using ‘when’, ‘where’ 

and ‘why’ questions. 

− Can identify, and insert, an appositive into a sentence. (Appendix 5) 

− Has been introduced to the idea that commas are used to separate meaning. 

(Appendix 6) 

− Understands paragraphs have a topic and concluding sentence. (Appendix 

7) 

− Can write a cohesive paragraph. 

Revision of Skills 

For parents wanting to revise some of the writing, punctuation and grammar 

concepts used in this resource, we provide some initial teaching suggestions for 

teachers in the next section, plus we include teaching tips in some lessons, and we 

have an Appendix, at the back of this resource, for key concepts. Please use these 

when needed.  
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Week 1—Lesson 1 – Base Word ‘punc’ 

Definition and Origin of 'Punc' 

The base word 'punc' traces its roots back to the Latin word 'punctum,' meaning a 

point, mark, or small hole. It's related to the act of puncturing or making a precise 

point. From this origin, 'punc' evolved into a fundamental element in English, 

forming a plethora of words associated with marking, piercing, or detailing. This 

base word, with its Latin heritage, encapsulates the idea of precision and detail, 

manifested through various linguistic adaptations. 

Vocabulary Words 

- Punctuate: To add punctuation marks to text to make the meaning clearer. 

- Punctual: Arriving or happening at the expected or planned time.  

- Punctuation: The marks, such as period, comma, and parentheses, used in 

writing to separate sentences and their elements and to clarify meaning. 

- Punctured: Having a hole or holes made by piercing or perforating. 

- Puncture: A small hole made by a sharp object. 

- Punctuator: A person or thing that punctuates or adds punctuation marks. 

- Punctuality: The state of being punctual; on-time. 

- Punctilious: Showing great attention to detail or correct behaviour. 

- Compunctious: Feeling guilty or having a conscience troubled by regret. 

- Repunctuate: To add or change punctuation in a text again. 

- Unpunctuated: Not punctuated; lacking punctuation marks. 

- Puncturing: The act of making a puncture; piercing. 

These examples demonstrate how 'punc,' a base word from Latin, forms a wide array 

of words with diverse meanings in English, all relating to the ideas of marking, 

precision, and detail. 

Weekly Dictation 

That punctual servant of all work, the sun, had just risen and begun to strike a 

light on the morning of the thirteenth of May, one thousand eight hundred and 

twenty-seven, when Mr Samuel Pickwick burst like another sun from his slumbers, 

threw open his chamber window, and looked out upon the world beneath. 

Excerpt from The Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens 

ACTIVITY 

1. Examine and complete the dictation passage.  

2. Write 5 sentences using 5 of these vocabulary words. 
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LESSON 15—PICTURE STUDY – IMAGINATIVE STORY 

 

The Pastor’s Visit by Thomas Brooks (1818 - 1892) 

ACTIVITY 

1. Write a paragraph describing this picture. Plan the sentences by answering these 

questions first. Use descriptive words. 

Who is in the picture? __________________________________________________________ 

What are they doing?___________________________________________________________ 

Where are they?________________________________________________________________ 

Why are they there? ____________________________________________________________ 

What is in the room? ___________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON 16—KINDS OF SENTENCES 

Teacher’s Note: See Appendix 2 for a revision of these sentence meanings.  

A sentence that states something is a statement sentence.   

A sentence that asks a question is called a question sentence.  

A sentence that commands or requests is called a command sentence. 

An exclamatory sentence, or exclamation, is a more forceful version of a statement 

sentence. In other words, an exclamatory sentence makes a statement (just like a 

statement sentence), but it also conveys excitement or emotion. An exclamatory 

sentence ends with an exclamation mark (!). 

ACTIVITY 

1. Write three statement sentences about the picture Queen Victoria and Albert at 

Windsor Castle, Lesson 4. 

2. Write three question sentences suggested by the picture Queen Victoria and Albert 

at Windsor Castle, Lesson 4. 

3. Write three command sentences about the picture The Pastor’s Visit, Lesson 15. 

4. Write three exclamatory sentences about the picture The Pastor’s Visit, Lesson 

15. 
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LESSON 18—TOPIC AND CONCLUDING SENTENCES* 

During the Victorian era in England, many children had to work very hard from a 

young age. Some children were only four years old when they started working in 

coal mines or big factories. In the coal mines, they had to crawl through tiny, dark 

tunnels. You can use coal to make energy. In factories, they worked with large 

machines that could be very dangerous. Some children sold things like matches on 

the streets or cleaned chimneys, which was risky and could make them very sick. 

Long hours, inadequate light, poor ventilation, and minimal safety. Children were 

made to do this, so they could help their parents get money. This was a tough time, 

and even though their work helped the economy grow, it was really hard on the 

children. 

ACTIVITY 

1. Highlight the topic sentence. 

2. Underline the concluding sentence. 

3. Cross out the sentence that is not needed in the above paragraph. 

4. Identify the fragment in the paragraph and then complete the sentence below.  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Expand these sentences in your notebook. 

    A. Unfortunately, children in the Victorian era  ________________________________. 

    B. Even though it was hard, children in the Victorian era   ______________________. 

    C. Thankfully, children today _________________________________________________. 
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LESSON 22—CRAFTING TOPIC SENTENCES* 

A topic sentence will help us understand what the whole paragraph will be about. 

To write your topic sentence you need to first have an idea of what you will write 

about—that’s why you need to do the planning.  

Now, let’s say the purpose of my writing is to write a book report. The next thing I 

need to decide is what book I wish to write about. I’ve decided to write about Black 

Beauty. Therefore, I need to know some details, so I brainstorm some ideas: 

− Author: Anna Sewell 

− Date Published: 1877 

− What is it about? The life of a horse.  

− What is the setting? England during the Victorian era. 

From those details I can craft a topic sentence.  

Here is my topic sentence (TS). ‘Black Beauty’, first published in 1877, is a fictional 

story written by Anna Sewell, about a horse who lived in Victorian England.  

Body Sentences (BS): The book is told by Black Beauty himself who lets us see the 

world through his eyes. It begins with his happy early days in the green fields of the 

countryside, to the hard work of pulling carriages in busy London, and finally, to 

his calm retirement. Black Beauty experiences both kindness and cruelty from the 

humans he meets.  

Concluding Sentence (CS): Although a fictional English story from 150 years ago, 

Black Beauty’s journey through life reminds us that it is important to treat animals 

with kindness.  

ACTIVITY 

Identify the topic sentence in the first paragraph of Lessons 2, 10 and 18 and write 

them in your notebook. 
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LESSON 23—WRITE YOUR OWN TOPIC SENTENCES 

Teacher’s Note: See Lesson 22 for example. Your child will need to pick two books 

they have read, or they are currently reading. Take some time to help them gather the 

information needed to complete this lesson.  

ACTIVITY 

Now it’s your turn to write topic sentences about two books you have read. Use the 

model from Lesson 22 and the following template to help you write your topic 

sentence. 

Book Title 1:___________________________________________________________________ 

Author:_________________________________________________________________________ 

First Published:_________________________________________________________________ 

Main Subject:___________________________________________________________________ 

Book Setting: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Book Title 2:___________________________________________________________________ 

Author:_________________________________________________________________________ 

First Published:_________________________________________________________________ 

Main Subject:___________________________________________________________________ 

Book Setting: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Once you have all these details, write a topic sentence for each for a book report in 

your notebook. 
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LESSON 36—COMING SOUTH AND IMAGINATIVE WRITING 

Coming South by Tom Roberts 

This is a painting based on a trip the painter made on the SS Lusitania in 1885 as 

it sailed from England to Australia. The trip took a few of months. The ship is 

powered by sails and steam. These passengers paid more money for the privilege of 

space and privacy, ensuring a more comfortable journey. To relieve the monotony 

of the trip the passengers spent their day in conversation, sketching, writing letters 

and diaries, playing cards and games and even shooting seagulls. In the evenings 
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they enjoyed formal meals in splendid dining rooms, amusing themselves with 

music and dancing. 

ACTIVITY 

Imagine yourself a boy or girl who is going to Australia on this boat. Write a letter 

to a cousin in England.  

Plan what you will write. 

• Why are you going? 

• Who are you with? Are you alone on the boat? Is anyone with you? 

• How are you spending your time on the boat? 

• What do you think Australia will be like when you get there? 

• Where will you live when you get there? 
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LESSON 46—THE JUNGLE BOOK STORY* 

In the dense, fertile jungles of India, where the tangled undergrowth whispers 

ancient secrets and the air vibrates with the call of the wild, a tale as old as the 

trees themselves unfolds—the story of a man-cub named Mowgli. 

Found abandoned in the jungle's heart by the noble Bagheera, the black panther 

with eyes like molten gold, the infant Mowgli is brought to a family of wolves who 

accept him as their own. The wolf den becomes his cradle, and under the watchful 

eyes of his adoptive parents, the man-cub grows, nurtured by the laws of the jungle 

and the stories whispered beneath the moon's watchful glow. 

Yet, not all in the jungle favour the presence of this skinless man cub. Shere Khan, 

the tiger with a fur as fiery as his temper, harbours a deep grudge against the 

humans and thus against Mowgli, whom he considers an abomination and a threat 

to his reign. With a scar that sears his face and a limp that mars his stride, Shere 

Khan vows to reclaim the jungle from Mowgli's taint. 

The wise old bear Baloo becomes Mowgli's teacher, instilling in him the sacred 

Master Words of the jungle, which allow him to communicate with all creatures and 

command a certain respect among them. Baloo's lessons are strict yet delivered with 

a gruff kindness, emphasising the importance of the Law of the Jungle—a code that 

binds animal society and keeps the peace. 

As Mowgli matures, his adventures become both fantastic and perilous. He is 

kidnapped by the Bandar-log, the lawless monkeys who acknowledge no ruler and 

revel in chaos. With the aid of Baloo and Bagheera, and the imperious intervention 

of Kaa, the python with hypnotic scales, Mowgli escapes, learning more about the 

complexities of allegiance and the dangers lurking beyond the wolf-pack's embrace. 

In time, the man-cub, with his limbs toughened by the run of the jungle and his 

mind sharp as a wolf's tooth, must face Shere Khan. With cunning learned from 

Baloo, strength gained from his wolf brethren, and the stealth bestowed by 

Bagheera, Mowgli confronts the tiger during a drought at the Peace Rock, where no 

animal may harm another. Here, Mowgli uses the red flower, fire, a tool and symbol 

of human mastery, to challenge and eventually defeat Shere Khan, proving his right 

to belong to the jungle. 

Yet, even with Shere Khan's fall, Mowgli feels the pull of his human roots. 

Encounters with the villagers, who both fear and revere the jungle, and his 
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recognition of their kinship tug at his heart. Mowgli is drawn toward human 

society—a world he can walk in but never fully belong to as he does in the jungle. 

Thus, with a spirit torn between two worlds, the man-cub leaves the wolf pack. 

Bagheera, proud yet sorrowful, and Baloo, with a heavy heart, watch as Mowgli 

walks on two legs into the village, leaving pawprints in the mud that slowly fill with 

rain—a symbol of the jungle reclaiming its own, yet forever marked by the passage 

of the unique child it raised. 

ACTIVITY  

Make a quick outline of the above passage. (See Lesson 7 as a reference). 

Use the following template: 

Main Topic Key Words & Details 

Introduction  

Body Paragraph 1  

Body Paragraph 2  

Body Paragraph 3  

Body Paragraph 4  

Body Paragraph 5  

Body Paragraph 6  

Concluding 

Paragraph 
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LESSON 56—ORDER PARAGRAPH SENTENCES*  

ACTIVITY 

Find the topic sentence (TS) and the concluding sentence (CS). Then number the 

body sentences 1 to 4 (BS) in their correct order. Write the completed paragraphs 

in your notebook. 

1. Topic Paragraph A –Trains 

________Trains run on tracks and can travel across cities, countries, and even under 

the sea through tunnels.  

________Trains, which have been around for over 200 years, are an important way 

people and goods move from one place to another.  

________The first trains used steam engines and were much slower than today.  

________Now, we have electric trains that are faster and don't pollute the air as 

much.  

________Some countries even have quick bullet trains that go as fast as aeroplanes!  

________Trains run on tracks and can travel across cities, countries, and even under 

the sea through tunnels.  

________Trains are a scenic way to travel because they let you see the countryside 

while getting to where you need to go. 

2. Topic Paragraph B – Maps  

________Maps, which are tools that help us understand where things are, have been 

used for thousands of years.  

________They show us cities, mountains, rivers, and roads, and can be as simple as 

a drawing or as detailed as a globe.  

________Some maps even show the weather or where different animals live.  

________With a map, you can plan a trip, find your way around a new city, or even 

explore places you've never been to.  

________People use maps in many ways, like in cars for navigation or in schools for 

learning about the world.  

________Maps are important because they give us a picture of our world and help 

us know where we are and where we want to go.  




