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Introduction 
Exploring Europe: Pleasant Talk of Places invites students on a journey around the varied landscapes and 
cultures of this remarkable continent. Together, we will travel through mountain passes and river 
valleys, cross green plains and island shores, and explore cities where history and modern life meet. 
We will learn about many interesting places, including the snow-covered fjords of Scandinavia, the 
sun-washed coasts of Spain and Portugal, the forests of Russia, the castles of Germany to the famous 
cities of France and Italy. 

Europe is often called the birthplace of Western civilisation. Its geography is extremely varied, with 
mountains, rivers, forests and long coasts. This study offers a panoramic view of Europe; a ‘pleasant 
talk of places’ that helps students see not only where nations lie on a map, but how the land influences 
the way people live. 

‘Most of us have gone through a good deal of drudgery in the way of ‘geography’ lessons, but how much do we remember? 
Just the pleasant bits we heard from travelled friends, about the Rhine, or Paris, or Venice, or bits from The Voyages 
of Captain Cook, or other pleasant tales of travel and adventure.’— Charlotte Mason 

Geography can be one of the most engaging subjects for children. It is more than collecting facts, it 
can spark curiosity, and inspire a love of exploring the world. Pleasant Talk of Places follows Charlotte 
Mason’s principles of ‘panoramic geography’, which begins with a broad, living picture of a continent 
before focusing on individual countries. 

‘The panoramic method unrolls the landscape of the world, region by region, before the eyes of the scholar, within every 
region its own conditions of climate, its productions, its people, their industries and their history. This way of teaching 
the most delightful of all subjects has the effect of giving to a map of a country or region the brilliancy of colour and the 
wealth of detail which a panorama might afford, together with a sense of proportion and a knowledge of general 
principles.’— Charlotte Mason 

This resource is not a detailed study of every European nation, but an overview of selected countries 
and regions designed to give students both the ‘big picture’ and memorable, living impressions. 
Through short narrative readings, physical geography notes, and map work, children will come to see 
Europe not merely as a collection of countries, but as a continent with a variety of landscapes and 
people, where cultural traditions and faith are important. 

The politics of the regions have not been covered. 

How to Use This Resource 

This course can be used with one child or a group of primary aged children. Each lesson takes around 
30 minutes, but if you have captured your child’s imagination, there is no need to hurry. Lessons can 
be completed weekly, taking one term to finish, and may be studied together as a family or 
independently. 

Narratives 

At the start of each lesson, you’ll find a short fictional narrative that introduces the human geography 
of the region. These stories help your child picture what it is like to grow up or travel in each place. 
Following this is the Physical Geography section, describing key geographical features of the region. 
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Pictorial Geography 

‘Geography is, to my mind, a subject of high educational value; the peculiar value of geography lies in its fitness to nourish 
the mind with ideas, and to furnish the imagination with pictures.’ — Charlotte Mason 

Charlotte Mason wanted geography lessons to capture the traveller’s eye, not just the textbook fact. 

‘The child’s geography lesson should furnish just the sort of information which grown-up people care to possess… 
interesting, graphic, with a spice of personal adventure.’— Charlotte Mason 

Atlas Study 

Using a good atlas will greatly enrich these lessons. I recommend the National Geographic Kids World 
Atlas, which introduces each continent, breaks it into regions, and includes maps, photographs, and 
stories about the people who live there. However, you may use any atlas you prefer. 

Map Work 

‘…geography should be learned chiefly from maps. Pictorial readings and talks introduce him to the subject, but as soon 
as his geography lessons become definite, they are to be learned, in the first place, from the map.’ 
— Charlotte Mason 

Blackline master maps are provided at the end of the resource. Students can label major landmarks, 
countries, and regions, and colour-code the maps for clarity. Water bodies can be shaded blue. For 
other map work, students are encouraged to hand-draw their maps using an atlas as a reference. 

Create a Geography Notebook 

For each country or region studied, include: 

• Your written narration of the lesson 
• A hand-drawn or traced map (or use the provided masters) 
• Any extra facts, drawings, or photos you wish to add 

Quiz Questions 
At the end of the course, questions are provided to help review the lessons. You may also wish to 
use online map quizzes to practise naming countries, and capitals, and to research flags, and 
landmarks in Europe. 

 

I hope this study brings delight to your geography lessons, offering a ‘pleasant talk of places’ while 
building knowledge and curiosity. 

Happy Homeschooling! 
Michelle Morrow 
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Lesson 2 – The Land of the Midnight Sun 
Country Focus: Norway and Sweden 

 
Life in Northern Europe  

The sea sparkled beneath the endless summer sun as Ingrid and her father steered their small fishing 
boat out from the rocky coast of northern Norway. Around them, steep cliffs rose from deep fjords, 
their tops still patched with snow even in midsummer. ‘It never gets dark this time of year,’ Ingrid 
laughed, shading her eyes. ‘How will we ever know when to go to bed?’ 

The Village of Fjærlandsfjorden, Norway 

Her father smiled. ‘When you grow tired enough,’ he said. ‘The sun will wait.’ 

They hauled in their nets, heavy with silver cod, while seabirds circled overhead, then quicky swooped 
for scraps. From the water, Ingrid could see bright red wooden houses on the shoreline, their 
reflections rippling in the still fjord. Beyond them, mountains climbed skyward, jagged and blue against 
the clear air. 

A week later, Ingrid and her family travelled east to visit cousins in Sweden. They drove their small 
car onto a ferry that carried them across a wide fjord, then followed winding forest roads through pine 
trees and sparkling lakes that seemed to stretch forever. At her uncle’s cabin, Ingrid learnt to pick 
cloudberries, soft golden fruits that only grow in the far north. Each evening they lit a small fire by 
the water’s edge and watched the sunlight shimmer across the lake. 

‘Soon,’ her cousin said, ‘the nights will return, and it will be dark and cold.’ He pointed to the sky. 
‘Then we’ll see the northern lights which look like green and pink curtains fluttering in the sky.’  

The changing seasons are part of life in the north with long summer days and dark winter nights, and 
she had learnt to enjoy both. 
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Physical Geography – Norway and Sweden 
Location & Boundaries:  

Norway and Sweden lie in the northern part of Europe on the Scandinavian Peninsula. Norway 
borders the North Atlantic Ocean and the Arctic Ocean, while Sweden faces the Baltic Sea to the east. 
Finland lies to the northeast, and Denmark sits to the south across the Skagerrak Strait. 

Major Landforms:  

Norway is famous for its fjords; long, narrow sea inlets between steep cliffs, carved by glaciers long 
ago. The country is mountainous, with many peaks above 2,000 metres.  

Sweden has gentler terrain with rolling hills, vast forests, and over 100,000 lakes. The Scandinavian 
Mountains form the border between the two countries. 

Rivers & Water Sources: 

Sweden’s landscape is rich in freshwater. The longest rivers are the Klarälven and the Dalälven, which 
flow southward to the Baltic Sea. Norway’s rivers are short and fast, rushing from mountains to fjords, 
creating waterfalls used for hydroelectric power. 

Climate:  

The coastal regions of Norway are warmed by the North Atlantic Current, giving them mild winters 
and cool, wet summers. 

• Inland and northern areas experience colder temperatures, snow for many months, and long, 
dark winters. 
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• Above the Arctic Circle, the midnight sun shines all summer, while in winter the polar night 
brings weeks without daylight. 

Vegetation & Wildlife: 

Forests of pine, spruce, and birch cover much of both countries. Reindeer graze on the northern 
tundra, while elk (called moose in North America) roam the forests. Other wildlife includes lynx, 
foxes, and many migratory birds. The coasts and seas are rich in fish, seals, and seabirds. 

People & Settlement: 

Most people live near the coast or along river valleys 
where the land is flatter. The capital cities (Oslo in 
Norway and Stockholm in Sweden) are modern, clean, 
and surrounded by nature. Both countries value 
outdoor life; skiing, fishing, and hiking are favourite 
pastimes. The Sámi people of the far north continue 
traditional herding and craftwork, maintaining a 
unique cultural identity. 

 

 

Map Work 
Use an atlas or online map to complete the following activities: 

1. On your map of Europe, label Norway, Sweden, and Finland. 

2. Mark and label the Arctic Circle, which crosses northern Norway and Sweden. 

On your Scandinavian map: 

3. Label the Scandinavian Mountains, Baltic Sea, North Sea, and Norwegian Sea. 

 

Reindeer farm, Inari, Suomi, Finland 

Stockholm, Sweden 
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Lesson 8 – Germany: Land of Rivers, Forests, and 
Industry 

Country Focus: Germany 

 

From Castles and Forests to Cities and Rivers  

Morning mist drifted across the river as Lukas and his sister Anna helped their father cast off the 
ropes of their small boat. The family was spending the week exploring the Rhine River, one of 
Europe’s busiest waterways. Along the banks, vineyards climbed the hillsides and castles crowned the 
cliffs, their towers rising through the fog. ‘Merchants once traded along these waters long before there 
were trains or highways,’ said their father. 

As the boat drifted downstream, the children watched barges loaded with coal and grain move steadily 
past. Trains travelled along the tracks on one side, while cyclists followed the river path on the other. 
The Rhine wound between steep hills covered in vines and dotted with half-timbered villages. 

They passed the old town of Oberwesel, where stone walls and towers rose above the vineyards ‘It 
looks like a storybook,’ said Anna. Their father nodded. ‘This part of the Rhine is famous for castles 
and legends, including the story of the Lorelei rock just ahead.’ 

At Koblenz, where the Rhine 
meets the Moselle River, the 
family stopped to visit an old 
fortress overlooking the 
confluence. From its 
ramparts they could see how 
the rivers joined. ‘This place 
has guarded the rivers for 
centuries,’ said Lukas, 
sketching the view in his 
notebook. 

A few days later, they 
travelled by train to Berlin, 
Germany’s capital. The city 
was full of energy. Trams and 

cyclists sped along the streets, and modern glass buildings stood beside old stone churches. In the city 
centre, they visited the Brandenburg Gate, a grand arch that stood beside the Berlin Wall when it 
divided East and West Berlin. ‘The Berlin Wall used to split the city in two,’ their mother explained. 
‘Now the Brandenburg Gate is a symbol of unity.’ 

Later that afternoon, they walked along the River Spree to see the Oberbaumbrücke, a red-brick bridge 

Oberwesel, Rhine River, Germany 
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with tall towers that looked almost like a castle. ‘This bridge once marked the border between East 

and West Berlin,’ said their father. ‘Now the trains cross freely, just like people do.’  

A few days later, they travelled south into Bavaria and stopped at Rothenburg ob der Tauber, a town 
that looked as if it was part a fairy tale. Stone walls surrounded winding streets of half-timbered houses 
and flower boxes spilling with red geraniums. ‘It feels so old fashioned here,’ said Anna, peering into 
a shop filled with wooden toys and cuckoo clocks. ‘It’s hard to believe this place survived the war,’ 
their father said quietly.   

On their last day, the family visited the Black Forest (Schwarzwald) in the southwest. ‘This forest is 
where the old fairy tales began,’ said their father. They walked beneath tall firs until evening fell and 
lights flickered in the distant villages. Lukas thought about all the different parts of Germany they had 
seen and how much the landscape had changed along the way. 

 

 

Rothenburg ob der Tauber, Germany 

Berlin, Oberbaumbrücke: This double-deck bridge over the River Spree once marked the 
border between East and West Berlin. 
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Physical Geography – Germany 
Location & Boundaries: 

Germany lies in the centre of Europe, sharing borders 
with nine countries — Denmark to the north; Poland 
and the Czech Republic to the east; Austria and 
Switzerland to the south; and France, Luxembourg, 
Belgium, and the Netherlands to the west. It is 
connected by major rivers, roads, and trade routes that 
link nearly every corner of the continent. 

Major Landforms: 

Germany’s landscapes are diverse. The Alps rise along 
the southern border with Austria, while the Bavarian 
Plateau spreads northward into rolling hills and 
farmland. The Black Forest (Schwarzwald) covers the 
southwest with dense pine trees and mountain valleys, 

and the Harz Mountains rise in the centre. Northern Germany forms part of the North European 
Plain, a region of flat fields and river valleys that reach to the North Sea and Baltic Sea. 

Rivers & Water Sources: 

The Rhine River, Germany’s best-known waterway, flows from the Alps in Switzerland through 
western Germany to the North Sea. The Danube River, one of Europe’s longest, begins in the Black 
Forest and flows eastward towards the Black Sea. Other major rivers include the Elbe, Main, and 
Weser, which connect inland cities to coastal ports. Germany’s rivers are vital for trade, transport, and 
hydroelectric power.  

Climate: 

Germany has a temperate maritime climate in the north, influenced by the sea, and a continental 
climate farther inland. Summers are mild to warm, and winters are cool, with snow common in the 
Alps and southern regions. Rain falls throughout the year, supporting forests, crops, and rivers that 
flow steadily even in summer. 

Vegetation & Wildlife: 

Forests cover about one-third of Germany. Beech, oak, spruce, and pine trees dominate, especially in 
the Black Forest and Bavarian Alps. Deer, foxes, and wild boar roam the woodlands, while eagles and 
storks are seen in open countryside. In spring, meadows bloom with buttercups and wildflowers, and 
vineyards line the valleys of the Rhine and Moselle. 

People & Settlement: 

Germany is one of Europe’s most populous and prosperous nations. Major cities include Berlin, 
Hamburg, Munich, and Cologne. Industry, science, and engineering thrive alongside cultural traditions 
in music, art, and education. The country’s position at the heart of Europe has made it a crossroads 
of history and trade. Many people enjoy a high quality of life, with efficient transport, green spaces, 
and strong links between city and countryside. 
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Map Work 
Use an atlas or online map to complete the following activities: 

1. On your map of Europe, outline Germany and shade its neighbouring countries. 

2. Label the Rhine, Danube and Elbe Rivers. 

3. Mark and label the Black Forest, Bavarian Alps, and North German Plain. 

4. Add the capital Berlin and major cities Hamburg, Munich, and Cologne. 

5. Colour the North Sea and Baltic Sea, and trace Germany’s coastline. 

6. Shade forested areas in green and mountainous regions in brown. 

Hohenzollern Castle, Germany 
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Europe Quiz 
1. How many countries can you count in Europe?  

2. What oceans can you see?  

3. Find the following countries and/or regions:   

• Northern Europe (also called Scandinavia) 
• Western Europe  
• Eastern Europe  
• European Russia 
• Cyprus and the Balkans include Greece, Romania, Crete & Bulgaria. 

4. Where is the Mediterranean Sea? 

5. Where are the Ural Mountains? 

6. Can you find the English Channel? What countries does it pass through? 

7. What does the map shape of Italy remind you of?   

8. What is the biggest country?  

9. Where is the Strait of Gibraltar? 

10. Can you think of any animals you might find in Europe? 

11. Tell me something else that you know about Europe. 
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Europe Map 
 

 


	Introduction
	Lesson 1 – Overview of Europe: From the Arctic to the Mediterranean
	Physical Geography – Europe
	Map Work

	Lesson 2 – The Land of the Midnight Sun
	Physical Geography – Norway and Sweden
	Map Work

	Lesson 3 – The Great Plain of the East
	Physical Geography – Russia and Poland
	Map Work

	Lesson 4 – The Heart of the Danube
	Physical Geography – Along the Danube
	Map Work

	Lesson 5 – A Wedding in Athens
	Physical Geography – Greece
	Map Work

	Lesson 6 – The Sunny Peninsula
	Physical Geography – Italy
	Map Work

	Lesson 7 – The Guardians of the Alps
	Physical Geography – Switzerland
	Map Work

	Lesson 8 – Germany: Land of Rivers, Forests, and Industry
	Physical Geography – Germany
	Map Work

	Lesson 9 – Windmills & Tulips
	Physical Geography – Netherlands
	Map Work

	Lesson 10 – From the Seine to the Pyrenees
	Physical Geography – France
	Map Work

	Lesson 11 – The Edge of the Sea
	Physical Geography – The Iberian Peninsula: Portugal and Spain
	Map Work

	Lesson 12 – The Isles of the West
	Physical Geography – United Kingdom and Ireland
	Map Work

	Europe Quiz
	Europe Answers

	World Map
	Europe Map
	Scandinavia Map
	Finland, Russia and Poland Map
	Central and Southeastern Europe Map
	Italy and Greece Map
	Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium Map
	France, Spain and Portugal Map
	United Kingdom Map
	Image and Photo Credits



