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Introduction 

Exploring North America: Pleasant Talk of Places invites students on a journey across the northern half of the 

New World. Together, we will travel using stories and maps across icy Arctic shores, towering mountain 

ranges, fertile plains, bustling cities, and sunlit islands. From Canada’s maple forests and Great Lakes to 

the historic cities and farmland of the United States, from Mexico’s deserts and volcanoes to the vibrant 

cultures of the Caribbean, each region reveals its own landscapes, climates, peoples, and traditions. North 

America blends Indigenous heritage, colonial history, and modern urban life, offering a rich picture of 

how geography shapes daily living. 

‘Most of us have gone through a good deal of drudgery in the way of ‘geography’ lessons, but how much do we remember? 

Just the pleasant bits we heard from travelled friends, about the Rhine, or Paris, or Venice, or bits from The Voyages of 

Captain Cook, or other pleasant tales of travel and adventure.’ – Charlotte Mason 

Geography can be one of the most engaging subjects for children. It is more than collecting facts, it can 

spark curiosity, awaken a sense of wonder, and inspire a love of exploring the world. Pleasant Talk of Places 

follows Charlotte Mason’s principles of ‘panoramic geography,’ which begins with a broad, living picture 

of a continent before focusing on individual countries. 

‘The panoramic method unrolls the landscape of the world, region by region, before the eyes of the scholar, within every region 

its own conditions of climate, its productions, its people, their industries and their history. This way of teaching the most 

delightful of all subjects has the effect of giving to a map of a country or region the brilliancy of colour and the wealth of detail 

which a panorama might afford, together with a sense of proportion and a knowledge of general principles.’ – Charlotte 

Mason 

This series is not a complete study of every North American nation, but rather an overview of selected 

countries and regions, designed to give students both the ‘big picture’ and engaging, memorable details. 

Through short narrative readings, physical geography notes, and map work, children will come to see 

North America as more than a name on a globe, they will know it as a place of mountains and markets, 

rivers and roads, ancient heritage and modern life. The politics of the regions have not been covered. 

How to Use This Resource 

This course can be used with one child or a group of children aged 9–12. Each lesson takes around 30 

minutes, but if you have captured your child’s imagination, there is no need to hurry. Lessons can be 

completed weekly, taking one term to finish, and may be studied together as a family or independently. 

Narratives 

At the start of each lesson, you’ll find a short fictional narrative that brings the human geography of the 

region to life. These stories clothe facts in lived experience, helping your child picture what it is like to 

grow up in each place. Following this is the Physical Geography section, describing key geographical features 

of the region. 

Pictorial Geography 

‘Geography is, to my mind, a subject of high educational value; the peculiar value of geography lies in its fitness to nourish 

the mind with ideas, and to furnish the imagination with pictures.’ – Charlotte Mason 
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Charlotte Mason wanted geography lessons to capture the traveller’s eye, not just the textbook fact. 

‘The child’s geography lesson should furnish just the sort of information which grown-up people care to possess… interesting, 

graphic, with a spice of personal adventure.’ – Charlotte Mason 

Atlas Study 

Using a good atlas will greatly enrich these lessons. I recommend the National Geographic Kids World Atlas, 

which introduces each continent, breaks it into regions, and includes maps, photographs, and stories 

about the people who live there. However, you may use any atlas you prefer. 

Map Work 

‘…geography should be learned chiefly from maps. Pictorial readings and talks introduce him to the subject, but as soon as 

his geography lessons become definite, they are to be learned, in the first place, from the map.’ – Charlotte Mason 

Blackline master maps are provided at the end of the resource. Students can label major landmarks, 

countries, and regions, and colour-code the maps for clarity. Water bodies can be shaded blue. For other 

map work students are encouraged to hand draw their maps using an atlas as a reference 

Create a Geography Notebook 

For each country or region studied include: 

• Your written narration of the lesson, 

• A hand-drawn or traced map (or use the provided masters), 

• Any extra facts, drawings, or photos you wish to add. 

Quiz Questions 

At the end of the course, questions are provided to help review the lessons. You may also wish to use 

online map quizzes to practise naming countries and capitals, and to research flags and landmarks in the 

Americas. 

I hope this study brings delight to your geography lessons, offering a ‘pleasant talk of places’ while 

building knowledge and curiosity. 

Happy Homeschooling! 

Michelle Morrow 
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Lesson 2 – The Land of Ice and Midnight Sun 

Country Focus: Arctic Canada & Greenland 

 

Life in the Far North  

The sun hung low on the horizon, even though it was late at night. In the Arctic summer, daylight lasts 

for weeks without darkness. Noah pulled on his fur-lined boots and stepped outside his family’s small 

home in Nunavut, Canada. The air was crisp and carried the faint scent of the sea. Ice still floated in the 

bay, drifting between rugged cliffs. 

 

Looking down on Pangnirtung, Nunavut, Canada 

Today, Noah was going with his uncle on a hunting trip. The qajaq (kayak) lay ready by the shore, and his 

uncle’s dogsled stood nearby, though the snow was patchy now in summer. ‘In winter,’ his uncle said, 

‘the dogs take us far across the frozen sea. In summer, we travel by boat.’ 

They paddled past shimmering icebergs, their blue shadows deep beneath the surface. Seals lounged on 

the ice, lifting their heads to watch the boat glide by. Far off, a narwhal surfaced, its long spiral tusk 

cutting through the waves like a unicorn’s horn. Noah knew that narwhals only live in Arctic waters and 

felt lucky to see one so close. 
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Narwhal tails above surface 

By midday, they stopped at a small island to eat. His uncle unpacked bannock bread and dried Arctic 

char fish. They sat on the rocks, watching seabirds circle overhead. From here, Noah could see how 

endless the sea seemed, stretching toward Greenland. His uncle told him stories of their ancestors, who 

had crossed these waters in skin boats, following the migration of animals.  

 

Tundra vegetation at Sydkap, inner Scoresby Sund, East Greenland 
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Weeks later, Noah and his family visited friends in Greenland. Here, colourful houses clung to steep 

hillsides above the harbour. Fishing boats bobbed in the water, and children played on the docks. In 

winter, the fjords freeze over, and the whole landscape turns white. In summer, wildflowers bloom in the 

meadows, and people gather berries to store for the long cold months ahead. 

One evening, they climbed to a rocky ridge outside town. The midnight sun painted the sky gold and 

pink. Noah thought of how different life was here compared to southern cities. Whether in Canada or 

Greenland, the rhythm of life was shaped by the seasons, the ice, and the long dance between sunlight 

and darkness.  

Physical Geography – Arctic Canada & Greenland 

 

Map of Canada and Greenland 

Location & Boundaries: 

Arctic Canada includes the northern territories of Yukon, Northwest Territories, and Nunavut, stretching 

into the Arctic Ocean. Greenland, the world’s largest island, lies to the northeast, between the Arctic and 

Atlantic Oceans. 

 



13 

Major Landforms: 

This is a region of tundra, ice caps, glaciers, and rocky coasts. Greenland’s ice sheet covers most of the 

island, while Canada’s Arctic Archipelago consists of thousands of islands separated by icy channels. 

Climate: 

The Arctic climate is cold year-round, with long, dark winters and short, cool summers. In summer, some 

areas experience 24-hour daylight, while in winter they may have weeks of darkness. Temperatures can 

drop below –40°C in winter. 

Rivers & Water Sources: 

Few large rivers flow here, but melting snow and ice feed countless small streams and lakes in summer. 

The surrounding seas are often covered in sea ice for much of the year. 

Vegetation & Wildlife: 

Vegetation is sparse, limited to mosses, lichens, and low shrubs. Wildlife includes polar bears, Arctic 

foxes, musk oxen, seals, walruses, narwhals, and many migratory birds. 

People & Settlement: 

Communities are small and widely spaced, with most residents being Inuit or of mixed heritage. 

Traditional activities such as hunting, fishing, and carving remain important, alongside modern jobs in 

government, education, and tourism. Settlements often rely on air and sea transport due to the lack of 

roads. 

Mapwork:  

1. On your map of North America, label Nunavut, Greenland, Baffin Bay, and the Arctic Ocean. 

2. Mark the Arctic Circle.  
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Lesson 3 – The Land of the Maple Leaf 

Country Focus: Eastern Canada – Ontario, Quebec, and the Maritime Provinces 

 

Life Along the Rivers and Forests of the East  

Claire’s breath formed tiny clouds in the crisp autumn air as she stepped out onto the wooden porch. 

Her family’s farmhouse sat at the edge of a maple forest in Quebec, and the trees were ablaze with red, 

orange, and gold. The smell of woodsmoke drifted from the chimney, mixing with the sweet scent of 

fallen leaves. 

 

Château Frontenac, Quebec City, Canada 
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North America Map 

  




