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Our Passages 
Nature Copywork brings together a thoughtful selection of nature-themed passages from Australian 
writers and classic naturalists such as John Muir, Celia Thaxter, and Henry David Thoreau. Each 
excerpt has been chosen for its rich language, vivid imagery, and ability to inspire students to 
observe the natural world with greater attention and appreciation. 
Students complete one passage per lesson, working through four lessons each week across the 
term. These passages are designed for cursive handwriting practice, helping students refine fluency, 
spacing, and confidence in their writing. Children may copy each passage into an exercise book, or, 
if preferred, add the quotation to their nature journal as part of their regular nature study routine. 
Families may also choose to use these selections as additional dictation or spelling practice, reading 
the passage aloud and guiding students to reproduce accurate spelling and punctuation. Whether 
written slowly in a notebook or used for oral dictation, each passage encourages focus, care, and 
an appreciation for the beauty of well-crafted words. 
May these lessons bring fresh enjoyment to your nature studies and strengthen the habit of 
thoughtful, attentive handwriting. 
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Lesson 1: Nature Depends on Itself 
When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to 

everything else in the universe. Nothing in nature stands alone; each 
creature, plant, and stone has its place in the great chorus of creation. 

The more we study these connections, the more clearly we see that every 
part of the natural world depends on every other. It is a grand, 

harmonious system, woven together by unseen threads of life and 
beauty. 

My First Summer in the Sierra by John Muir  
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Lesson 2: The Bottle Brush - Callistemon 
There are many species of Callistemon, all characterized by the long 
showy heads of flowers with the appearance of a brush. The most 

conspicuous part of them is the stamens, usually red, though some are 
green, pink, or cream.  

Wildflowers of Australia by Thistle Y Harris © 1979 
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Lesson 4: January 
In southern Australia it is Mid-summer. Millions of Australians are 

enjoying their school holidays at the beach and extra low tides make 
rockpooling and snorkelling especially fascinating. On dunes and islands 

young seabirds hatch in burrows and           sandscrapes.  

In the north, everything is wet. Torrential rains heat and humidity 
characterise the Monsoon or Wet Season. Crocodiles move up flooded 
streams, and at Aurukun the season of Um Kapaak is marked by the 

movement of turtles into bays.  
Banksias and Bilbies: Seasons of Australia © 1995 by Alan Reid & Alexis Becket 
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Lesson 7: Trusting in Divine Order 
We do not rely on ourselves so much as we rely upon God. I am 

reminded every day that the universe is not left to chance but is full of 
purpose. The flowers do not fail of their time, nor do the birds mistake 
their season. When I consider this, I grow more content, trusting that all 

things are ordered with wisdom far beyond my own. 
A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers by Henry David Thoreau 

 




