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Introduction

Exploring Asia: Pleasant Talk of Places is a journey through the largest and most diverse continent on Earth.
In these lessons, students will travel through story and map, across icy tundra, vast deserts, fertile plains,
bustling cities, and tropical islands. From the towering Himalayas of Southern Asia to the rice terraces of
Southeast Asia, from the Silk Road of Central Asia to the ancient cities of Western Asia, each region
reveals its own landscapes, climates, peoples, and traditions. Eastern Asia blends modern megacities with
centuries-old heritage, while Northern Asia stretches across the wild expanse of Siberia. This resource

offers an introduction to Asia’s geographical diversity, and the rich variety of life found within its borders.

Geography can be one of the most engaging subjects for children. It is more than collecting facts; it can
spark curiosity, awaken a sense of wonder, and inspire a love of exploring God’s world. Pleasant Talk of
Places follows Charlotte Mason’s principles of ‘panoramic geography,” which begins with a broad, living

picture of a continent before focusing on individual countries.

The panoranzic method unrolls the landscape of the world, region by region, before the eyes of the scholar, within every region
its own conditions of climate, its productions, its people, their industries and their history. This way of teaching the most
delightful of all subjects has the effect of giving to a map of a country or region the brilliancy of colonr and the wealth of detail
which a panorama might afford, together with a sense of proportion and a knowledge of general principles.’ — Charlotte
Mason

This series is not a complete study of every Asian nation, but rather an overview of selected countries
and regions, designed to give students both the ‘big picture’ and engaging, memorable details. Through
short narrative readings, physical geography notes, and map work, children will come to see Asia as more
than a name on a globe — they will know it as a place of mountains and markets, rivers and roads, ancient

heritage and modern life.
How to Use This Resource

This course can be used with one child or a group of children aged 9-12. Each lesson takes around 30
minutes, but if you have captured your child’s imagination, there is no need to hurry. Lessons can be

completed weekly, taking two terms to finish, and may be studied together as a family or independently.
Narratives

At the start of each lesson, you’ll find a short fictional narrative that brings to life the human geography
of the region. These stories clothe facts in a lived experience, helping your child picture what it is like to
grow up in each place. Following this is the Physical Geography section, describing key geographical

features of the region.
Pictorial Geography

‘Geography is, to my mind, a subject of high educational value; the peculiar valne of geography lies in its fitness to

nourish the mind with ideas, and to furnish the imagination with pictures.” — Charlotte Mason

Charlotte Mason wanted geography lessons to capture the traveller’s eye, not just the textbook fact.



The child’s geography lesson should furnish just the sort of information which grown-up people care to possess. ..
interesting, graphic, with a spice of personal adventure.”— Charlotte Mason

Atlas Study

Using a good atlas will greatly enrich these lessons. I recommend the National Geographic Kids World Atlas,
which introduces each continent, breaks it into regions, and includes maps, photographs, and stories

about the people who live there. However, you may use any atlas you prefer.
Map Work

...geography should be learnt chiefly from maps. Pictorial readings and talks introduce him to the subject, but as
soon as bis geography lessons become definite, they are to be learnt, in the first place, from the map.’ — Charlotte
Mason

A blackline master map of Asia is provided. Students can label major landmarks, countries, and regions,

and colour-code the map for clarity. Water bodies can be shaded blue.
Notebook Work

Create a Geography Notebook. For each country, include:

¢ Your written narration of the lesson
e A hand-drawn or traced map (or use the provided masters)

e Any extra facts, drawings, or photos you wish to add
Quiz Questions

At the end of the course, questions are provided to help review the lessons. You may also wish to use

online map quizzes to practise naming countries, capitals, and landmarks in Asia.

I hope this study brings delight to your geography lessons, offering ‘pleasant talk of places’ while building
knowledge and curiosity.

Happy Homeschooling!
Michelle Morrow



ILesson 1 — Overview of Asia
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Southeastern Asia

Mina’s Story

Mina traced her finger across the map spread out on the kitchen table. ‘If we start here,” her father said,
pointing to the snowy lands of Northern Asia, ‘we can follow Asia in a great circle — a journey that
moves from ice and forest, to ancient cities, tropical islands, desert kingdoms, and holy places.” Mina

imagined the trip unfolding like a long winding story, each region different from the one before it.

Asia is the largest and most varied continent on Earth. It stretches from the frozen tundra of Siberia to
the coral-fringed islands of Indonesia, from the towering Himalayas to the desert plains of Arabia. More
than half the world’s people live here, speaking hundreds of languages and following many different
traditions, yet all are shaped in some way by the land they call home.

Our journey will begin in Northern Asia, where Asian Russia reaches from the Ural Mountains to the
Pacific. This region is marked by vast taiga forests, icy coastlines, and the world’s deepest lake — Lake
Baikal.

Travelling south and east we reach China, a country of sweeping plains, winding rivers, ancient walls, and

bustling cities. Nearby lies Korea, a peninsula of green hills, fishing villages, and modern city life, followed
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by Japan, a nation of volcanic islands, cherry blossoms, and traditions that stretch back thousands of

years.

From Japan we sail south into Southeast Asia, beginning with the wide archipelago of Indonesia, a land
of jungles, volcanoes, and thousands of islands. Close by are Malaysia and Singapore, where rainforests,
spice markets, and one of the world’s busiest harbours meet. Heading further along the mainland, we
come to Vietnam, part of the region once called Indochina, known for its rice fields, river valleys, and

vibrant street markets.

Turning inland, the land rises sharply towards the Himalayas, the highest mountain range on Earth, where
Nepal’s villages cling to steep slopes and prayer flags flutter in the wind. South of the mountains spreads
India, a warm, colourful land shaped by monsoons, mighty rivers, and a rich tapestry of cultures and
faiths.
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Northwest of India lie the Central Asian republics — the Stans. These countries were once crossed by
caravans along the Silk Road, their deserts, mountains, and blue-tiled cities forming an historic bridge
between East and West.

Our journey then enters Western Asia, beginning with Saudi Arabia, a land of vast deserts, oases, and
ancient trade routes. To the north lies Iraq, where the Tigris and Euphrates rivers formed one of the
earliest cradles of civilisation. Further along sits Turkey, a nation that stands between two continents —
part Buropean, part Asian. Finally, we travel to the eastern Mediterranean, visiting L.ebanon, known for
its cedar forests and coastal cities, and ending in Israel, a small land with a long history and deep

importance to the Christian faith.

By the end of this course, you will have travelled — through story and map — across mountains and
markets, deserts and deltas, fishing villages and megacities. This overview will help you see how each

lesson fits into the greater picture of the Asian continent.
Physical Geography — Asia
Location & Boundaries:

Asia is the world’s largest continent, bordered by the Arctic Ocean to the north, the Pacific Ocean to the
east, the Indian Ocean to the south, and Europe to the west.

Major Landforms:

¢ Northern Asia: Siberian Plateau, taiga forests, Ural Mountains

o Eastern Asia: Tibetan Plateau, Gobi Desert, Chinese river plains, Japanese islands

e Southeast Asia: Mekong Basin, Malay Peninsula, volcanic archipelagos

e South Asia: Himalayas, Indo-Gangetic Plain, Deccan Plateau

o Central Asia: Steppes, deserts, Tien Shan & Pamir Mountains

¢ Western Asia: Arabian Desert, Anatolian Plateau, river valleys of Mesopotamia
Climate:

Asia contains neatly every climate zone — from Arctic cold to tropical heat. Monsoon rains shape much
of Southern and Southeast Asia.

Rivers & Water Sources:
Major rivers include the Yangtze, Mekong, Ganges, Indus, Amur, Tigris, and Euphrates.
Vegetation & Wildlife:

From tundra to rainforest, Asia is home to tigers, elephants, camels, orangutans, snow leopards, and

countless bird species.



People & Settlement:

Over 4.7 billion people live in Asia, in everything from mountain villages to megacities like Tokyo, Delhi,
and Shanghai.

Map Work

(Note: Two maps have been provided for this lesson.)

Complete exercises in Asian Map Notebook.

e Outline Asia and mark its boundaries with Europe and Africa.
e Label the Arctic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, and Indian Ocean.
e Label Northern Asia, Central Asia, Western Asia, South Asia, Eastern Asia, and Southeast Asia.



Lesson 2 — Russia: From Taiga to Pacific

Northern Asia: Asian Russia (Siberia & the Russian Far East)

Winter in Vladivostok

Snow fell in soft, powdery flakes as Ivan and his father hurried down the steep streets of Vladivostok.
The whole city felt wrapped in white. Ice crusted the harbour, steam rose from chimneys, and every
exhale turned to a cloud of frost in the bitter morning air. Ivan pulled his scarf higher over his mouth —
the cold was so sharp it felt like his breath might freeze before it left his lips.
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Winter in Vladivostok

Today was an exciting day. Uncle Boris was arriving on the Trans-Siberian Railway, the great train that
travelled all the way from Moscow to the very edge of Russia’s Pacific coast. The railway terminus was
busy with families waiting, porters wheeling carts, and snow-covered travellers stepping out into the

coastal wintet.

The great steel train hissed as it pulled into the station. Moments later, Uncle Boris stepped down,
brushing snow from his coat. He looked tired but cheerful.

‘T've just come from the depths of Siberia,” he said, giving Ivan a hug. ‘Out past the forests and frozen
rivers. We’ve been working on repairs at an oilfield because the equipment freezes solid if we’re not

careful.” Uncle Boris was an engineer, part of a team that inspected machinery in some of Russia’s coldest,

10



remotest places.
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As they walked back through the snowy streets, he told Ivan about the endless white tundra, the herds
of reindeer tended by Indigenous families, and the fierce winter winds that howled across the plains. ‘But
my next job,” he continued, ‘is even farther east near the Bering Strait.”

Ivan’s eyes widened. ‘Isn’t that where Russia is almost touching the United States?’

“That’s right,” said Uncle Boris. ‘Just a narrow stretch of water separates us from Alaska. And in winter,

parts of it freeze so hard that adventurers have crossed on foot. It’s dangerous and not exactly allowed,
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but it has been done. The ice can be thick as a road.’

Ivan imagined the frozen sea stretching between two continents, with only a few small islands in between.
He shivered, partly from the cold, and partly from the thought of Uncle Boris working in a place so wild

and remote.

That evening, they reached the lookout above the harbour. The lights of Vladivostok shone against the
snow, and out beyond the bay, the Pacific Ocean lay dark and cold. Ivan thought of the enormous sweep
of Russia behind him from the Ural Mountains dividing Europe and Asia, across thousands of kilometres

of Siberian forest, all the way to this icy coast.

Uncle Boris smiled beside him. ‘Russia is big, Ivan. Bigger than you can imagine. And every corner of it

has a story.’

Ivan nodded. Tonight, wrapped in his coat as snow drifted down, he felt just how vast and extraordinary

his homeland truly was.
Physical Geography
Location & Boundaries:

Asian Russia covers the vast part of Russia east of the Ural Mountains and stretches all the way to the
Pacific Ocean. This enormous region includes Siberia and the Russian Far Fast. It shares land borders
with Kazakhstan, Mongolia, China, and North Korea. At its far eastern edge lies the Bering Strait, a
narrow stretch of water separating Russia from Alaska in the United States. In the coldest winters, parts

of the strait can freeze, making the distance between the two countries seem even smaller.
Major Landforms:

The region contains vast taiga forests, tundra in the north, and mountain ranges such as the Verkhoyansk
Range and the Stanovoy Range. The Pacific coastline is rugged, with bays, islands, and peninsulas. The
highest peak in the Russian Far East is Klyuchevskaya Sopka, an active volcano in Kamchatka.

Climate:

Asian Russia has an extreme continental climate in the interior (very cold winters, warm summers) and a
subarctic or arctic climate in the far north. Vladivostok has milder winters than inland Siberia due to its

coastal location.
Rivers & Lakes:

Major rivers include the Ob, Yenisei, and Lena, which flow north to the Arctic Ocean, and the Amur
River, which forms part of the border with China. Lake Baikal, the world’s deepest lake, lies in southern
Siberia.

Vegetation & Wildlife:

Taiga forests dominate much of the land, with larch, spruce, and pine. Wildlife includes brown bears,

Siberian tigers (in the Far East), elk, reindeer, and many bird species.
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Map of Asian Countries
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