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Short Summary 

English 6A builds strong writing and language foundations through rich, 

integrated themes. Students explore Animal Farm, practise close reading, and 

work with astronomy-themed dictations. In Term 2, lessons reinforce Science 

concepts (Earth Science & Biology) through writing tasks drawn from animal 

habitats and the living world. This knowledge-rich approach strengthens literacy 

while naturally supporting understanding across subjects. 
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Introduction 

My Homeschool English is a simple straightforward curriculum that cuts out the 

busy work and gets children writing, reading and thinking. Using knowledge rich 

themes, this language arts resource is your gateway to a holistic and effective 

English education. 

Lessons include explicit writing instruction, reading practice, sentence level 

grammar, vocabulary, spelling, poetry appreciation, picture study, copy work, 

narration and compositions.  

My Homeschool English requires minimal preparation. However, you will need 

to be available for some lessons because there is some teacher/student 

interaction. In most cases one lesson shall represent one day’s work. However, 

as your child’s teacher, you can best determine the amount of work that should 

be done. In most circumstances lessons will only take about 30 minutes. 

This resource is six months of work which is aimed towards the first half of the 

homeschool year. It has been broken down into 18 weeks with three lessons per 

week plus one weekly spelling and dictation activity. There are two 8-week 

sections, and the 9th week used as a catch up assessment or revision. 

Grade Level and Syllabus Alignment  

This resource is intended for use with a child aged 11 - 12. It forms part of the 

My Homeschool curriculum for Year 6/Grade 6. It is to be used in conjunction 

with our other resources that work on literacy and writing.  

This has been written to follow the Australian Curriculum v9 Year 6, the NSW 

Curriculum Year 6 (Stage 3), the WA Curriculum Year 6.  
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Writing Lesson with a Knowledge Rich 

Curriculum 

Writing lessons are inspired by Judith Hochman1 and Charlotte Mason. The 

Hochman method is an explicit style of teaching writing that shows children how 

to write sentences and paragraphs. The Charlotte Mason method teaches writing 

mostly through narration, dictation and copywork. Both these methods are well 

suited for teaching in a homeschool setting.  

This resource includes weekly dictation, Charlotte Mason’s primary method for 

teaching spelling and some narrations (tell me what you know). You will also find 

more narration exercises in other My Homeschool knowledge rich resources. 

Providing children with a knowledge rich curriculum and explicit writing 

instruction is one of the tenets of this English curriculum. Research shows2 that 

teaching writing skills, without knowledge, impairs a child’s ability to write well 

in the future. Although it may not be as apparent in the primary years, a lack of 

knowledge leads to comprehension problems when children progress to writing 

about more complex topics. Our goal is to teach writing skills while using 

worthwhile content. 

Whilst the Hochman method is much more structured than the Charlotte Mason 

method, there are many shared ideas. Firstly, Charlotte Mason believed it was 

important to teach writing within a literary context. Secondly, she believed that 

sentences are the place to start teaching grammar. Thirdly, both utilise picture 

study to stimulate written content. Fourthly, Charlotte was anti twaddle, this 

meant a knowledge rich curriculum was a priority. Finally, the last one to 

highlight (there are more) is they both believed in teaching writing across the 

curriculum, in all subjects. So, even though this resource doesn’t follow the 

Charlotte Mason Method strictly, many ideas coalesce, and you can still use her 

method as you teach other subjects.  

Themes for My Homeschool English 6A  

Term 1: Animal Farm and Astronomy Dictations 

Term 2: Habitats and Narnia Dictations 

  

 
1 The Writing Revolution by J Hochman and N Wexler © 2017 
2  The Knowledge Gap by N Wexler © 2020 
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Before You Start Skills  

This resource assumes that your child has already been introduced to the 

following skills and has completed My Homeschool English 5B. However, if your 

child hasn’t, don’t worry! We will continue to work on developing their skills this 

year. But be aware, your child may need some additional support with the 

following skills if they haven’t learnt them before. 

Prior Knowledge Skills  

− Understands that a sentence has a predicate, a subject and it expresses 

a complete thought. (Appendix 1) 

− Can write a compound sentence with ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’. (Appendix 3 & 

4) 

− Can understand the different types of sentences. (Appendix 2) 

− Has a basic understanding of nouns, pronouns, verbs and adjectives. 

− Understands the differences between single and plural nouns. 

− Uses quotation marks for direct speech. 

− Writing has verb tense agreement. 

− Expands sentences using ‘when’, ‘where’ and ‘why’ questions. 

− Can identify, and insert, an appositive into a sentence. (Appendix 5) 

− Understands commas are used to separate meaning. (Appendix 6) 

− Identifies topic and concluding sentences in paragraphs. (Appendix 7) 

− Can write a paragraph of five sentences. 

Revision of Skills 

For parents wanting to revise some of the writing, punctuation and grammar 

concepts used in this resource, we provide some initial teaching suggestions for 

teachers in the next section, plus we include teaching tips in some lessons, and 

we have an Appendix, at the back of this resource, for key concepts. Please use 

these when needed.  
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Term One Summary 

Term One Theme 

This term you will be studying the book Animal Farm by George Orwell. It is a 

short 10 chapter novella. Each chapter takes approximately 30 minutes or less 

to read. The story is quite simple to follow. This book is also an allegory (a story 

where characters or events represent deeper meanings, often to teach a moral or 

political lesson) about Stalin and the Russian Revolution.  

To complete the lessons this term, you will need a copy of Animal Farm by 

George Orwell. If you do not have one a free version can be found online at 

Project Gutenberg. Here is the link: 

https://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks01/0100011h.html 

To learn more about writing good paragraphs it is important to understand the 

topic you are writing from. Therefore, the content of this novel study also ties in 

with the modern history studied in Semester One.  

To further enhance an understanding of Stalin’s dictatorship you are encouraged 

to read the award winning graphic novel Breaking Stalin’s Nose by Eugene 

Yelchin.  

Term One Notes 

In Term 1 we will be focusing on: 

• Base word morphology, 

• Improving Tier 3 (topic specific) vocabulary words, 

• Writing complete sentences with subordinate conjunctions,  

• Writing summaries and narratives, 

• Writing persuasively, 

• Sentence elaboration and variation, 

• How to plan and write a cohesive paragraph. 

  

https://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks01/0100011h.html
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Week 1—Lesson 1 – Base ‘cord’ 

Definition and Origin of 'Cord' 

The base word 'cord' originates from the Latin word 'cor,' which means heart. 

Over time, 'cord' evolved to refer to something that connects or binds, much like 

the heart connects life within a body. In English, 'cord' now often refers to a long, 

thin, flexible material used for tying or connecting things. The concept of 'cord' 

retains the idea of connection and strength, drawing from its original association 

with the heart. By adding prefixes and suffixes, we can create words that reflect 

various nuances of these core ideas. 

Examples with Suffixes and Prefixes 

Suffix Example: Adding '-ial' to 'cord' gives us 'cordial.' 'Cordial' means warm and 

friendly, suggesting a heartfelt manner. For instance, a cordial greeting is one 

that is heartfelt and sincere. 

Prefix Example: By adding the prefix 'dis-' to 'cord,' we get 'discord.' 'Discord' 

means a lack of harmony or agreement, often resulting in conflict or tension. 

Vocabulary Words 

− Accord: Agreement or harmony between people or groups. 

− Accordance: The act of agreeing or conforming. 

− Accordant: Being in agreement or harmony. 

− Cordial: Warm and friendly. 

− Cordially: In a warm and friendly manner. 

− Cordage: The ropes or cords used on a ship. 

− Corded: Furnished or strengthened with cords. 

− Cordless: Without a cord; operating without needing to be plugged in. 

− Discord: Lack of agreement or harmony. 

− Discordant: Harsh or jarring because of a lack of harmony. 

− Concord: Agreement or harmony between people or groups. 

− Concordant: In agreement or harmony. 

− Concordance: Agreement; consistency. Also, a book that lists all the words 

in a text like the Bible, showing where each word occurs. 

− Record: To set down in writing or some other permanent form. 

− Recorder: A device that records sound or images. It is also a musical 

instrument. 

− Recording: The action or process of recording sound or performance. 
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These examples show how the base word 'cord' transforms into many words with 

diverse meanings when combined with different prefixes and suffixes, reflecting 

the dynamic nature of the English language. 

Dictation 

Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 

the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth.’ Genesis 1:26 

Animal Farm Reading 

Read Chapter 1 of Animal Farm by George Orwell. You will need to have read this 

before your next lesson.  
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LESSON 2—SETTING OF ANIMAL FARM 

Animal Farm by George Orwell is an allegory about communism and the reign of 

Stalin. It was chosen because it ties in with our world history lessons on the 

Russian Revolution, the Soviet Union and the rise of communism. 

It is a classic piece of literature told as an animal fable.  

This chapter we are going to write about the setting of the novel. The setting of a 

novel is where and when the story takes place. Think of it like the background 

in a painting. It includes the time period (like the past, present, or future), the 

location (like a city, a farm, or a different planet), and the environment around 

the characters (like what the weather is like, or if it's a happy or scary place). 

ACTIVITY 

1. Writing about the Setting of Animal Farm. Use the outline below to help 

you write about the setting. 

Step 1: Identify the Location 

Hint: Think about where most of the story happens. Is it in a city, in a 

forest, or somewhere else? 

Step 2: Understand the Time Period 

Hint: When do you think the story is taking place? Is it a long time ago, 

in the recent past, or in a time that feels more modern? 

Step 3: Describe the Environment 

Hint: What is the farm like? Is it big or small? What kind of buildings 

or animals are there?  

Step 4: Connect the Setting to the Story 

Hint: Think about how the location, time, and environment affect the 

characters and events in the story. Does the farm setting make the story 

more interesting or meaningful in some way? 

Step 5: Use Descriptive Words 

Hint: Try to use words that paint a picture in the reader's mind. For 

example, instead of just saying ‘the farm,’ you could say ‘the sprawling, 

isolated farm.’ 
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LESSON 3—PERSUASIVE SPEECH 

When you read Old Major’s speech it sounds convincing. He is a good orator 

(speech maker). Here are some features that make it good: 

1. Clear Message: Old Major's speech has a clear message: he wants to 

convince the other animals that they should rebel against their human 

owner. A good persuasive speech always has a clear point it’s trying to 

make. 

2. Emotional Appeal: Old Major uses emotional language to make the 

animals feel something. He talks about the suffering they endure and the 

better life they could have. This is to make the listeners feel sad, angry, or 

hopeful, which can persuade them. 

3. Using Examples: Old Major gives examples of how the animals are 

mistreated. This helps the listeners understand and believe what he's 

saying. 

4. Repetition: He repeats certain phrases to emphasise his point. For 

instance, he often says things like ‘Comrades’ or talks about ‘freedom.’ 

This helps his main ideas stick in the listeners' minds. 

5. Call to Action: At the end of the speech, Old Major doesn’t just want the 

animals to think differently; he wants them to do something - in this case, 

to prepare for a rebellion. 

ACTIVITY 

1. List the main points of Old Major’s speech in the following paragraph. 

 

‘Now, comrades, what is the nature of this life of ours? Let us face it: our lives are 

miserable, laborious, and short. We are born, we are given just so much food as 

will keep the breath in our bodies, and those of us who are capable of it are forced 

to work to the last atom of our strength; and the very instant that our usefulness 

has come to an end we are slaughtered with hideous cruelty. No animal in England 

knows the meaning of happiness or leisure after he is a year old. No animal in 

England is free. The life of an animal is misery and slavery: that is the plain truth.’ 

2. Let’s examine this sentence and look at the grammar specifically. 

‘There were only four dissentients, the three dogs and the cat, who was 

afterwards discovered to have voted on both sides.’ 
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A. What do you think the word dissentients means? If you don’t know look 

it up.  

B. An appositive is a noun or noun phrase that renames or explains another 

noun next to it. What is the appositive for four dissentients?  

3. There are 12 emotive words used in the passage above. Find 5 of them. 

4. Making a verb or noun more specific in a sentence can greatly enhance the 

emotive nature of a passage. Specific words carry more detailed and vivid 

meanings, which can evoke stronger emotional responses from the reader. Let's 

analyse the sentence, ‘The life of an animal is misery and slavery: that is the plain 

truth.’. 

It could also be written as, ‘The animal’s life is sad because it is owned by the 

farmer.’ 

However, choosing specific, evocative words like ‘misery’ and ‘slavery,’ the 

sentence paints a vivid and distressing picture of the animals' lives. It doesn't 

just inform the reader; it also engages their emotions, making them feel the 

gravity of the situation. This is a powerful tool in writing, as it helps to create a 

strong connection between the reader and the message of the text. 

Rewrite these sentences to have stronger emotions.  

• The boy ate his food given to him by his mother. 

• The bride wore a good dress to the church. 

• The baby was sad on the floor. 

LESSON 4—SETTING – DESCRIPTION OF A PLACE 

In literature, when describing a setting, authors often begin by detailing the place 

where the story or scene is set. This approach helps to establish the backdrop 

against which the story's events will unfold, and it can significantly influence the 

mood, tone, and context of the narrative. Here's how this is typically done: 

1. Physical Location: The description might start by identifying the physical 

location of the setting - whether it's in a city, a rural area, a forest, a beach, 

a different planet, etc. This immediately gives the reader a sense of where 

the story is taking place. 

2. Sensory Details: Authors often use sensory details to bring the setting to 

life. This includes what one might see, hear, smell, touch, or even taste in 
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that particular place. For example, describing the sounds of wildlife in a 

forest, the smell of the sea at the beach, or the bustling noise and bright 

lights of a city. 

3. Time and Weather: The time of day, season, weather conditions, and even 

historical period can also be part of the initial description. This could 

include a sunny morning, a snowy night, a rainy afternoon, or a particular 

era like the Victorian age, which sets the temporal stage for the story. 

4. Atmosphere and Mood: Describing the place often includes setting the 

mood or atmosphere. A description can convey feelings of happiness, 

tension, mystery, comfort, or fear, depending on the choice of words and 

details. For instance, a dark, gloomy forest can create a sense of fear or 

mystery. 

5. Cultural or Social Context: Sometimes, the description might include 

elements that give a sense of the cultural or social context of the place. 

This could involve describing architectural styles, types of businesses, 

societal norms, or even cultural practices relevant to the location. 

By starting with a detailed description of the place, authors can immerse readers 

into the world of the story, providing a solid foundation for the characters and 

events that follow. This technique helps readers visualise the scenes and feel 

connected to the story's world. 

ACTIVITY 

For this exercise, assume a place where you live is going to be the setting for a 

story. Write a short entry for the place in which you live. Incorporate the ideas 

given in this lesson.  
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LESSON 6—THEME & GENRE OF ANIMAL FARM 

In Animal Farm, George Orwell tells a story that's not just about animals on a 

farm; it's also a big metaphor, or symbol, for events in history, specifically the 

Russian Revolution and the rise of Communism. Remember the quote from 

Chapter 1: ‘All men are enemies. All animals are comrades.’ This line sets the 

stage for the theme of the book. 

Communism is a way of organising a society where there's no private ownership 

and everyone shares everything. It sounds fair in theory, but in practice, it can 

be tricky. This idea was popular in Russia in the early 20th century and led to 

the Russian Revolution. In Animal Farm, the animals' rebellion against Mr Jones, 

their human owner, is like the Russian people’s rebellion against their leaders. 

The farm represents Russia, and the animals' initial dream is similar to the 

communist idea of equality for all. 

As we dive into the story, we can see that the events on the farm mirror what 

happened in Russia. For example, the power struggles between the pigs on the 

farm are like the power struggles between different leaders in Russia. Characters 

like Napoleon and Snowball can be compared to historical figures like Joseph 

Stalin and Leon Trotsky. Through these comparisons, Orwell is actually 

critiquing Communism – in his story he calls it Animalism. He shows that while 

the idea of everyone being equal is nice, in reality, it can lead to power being 

misused. 

Stories aren't just for entertainment; they can also make us think about the real 

world. Animal Farm is a great example of this. It's not just a story about animals; 

it's Orwell's way of sharing his views on Communism. He uses the farm and its 

animals to show what he thinks about these big ideas and events in history. This 

is a common thing in literature, where writers use their stories to comment on 

society. 

The genre of Animal Farm can be classified as a fable. A fable is a short story, 

typically with animals as characters, conveying a moral. Animal Farm fits this 

definition because it uses animals (like pigs, horses, and dogs) to represent 

human behaviour and political situations. The story imparts moral lessons about 

power, corruption, and the dangers of totalitarianism. It is also classified as a 

political satire. 

Animal Farm stands as a timeless piece of literature that transcends the 

boundaries of a mere animal story. George Orwell masterfully weaves a narrative 
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that serves as a cautionary tale about the corrupting nature of power and the 

complexities of political ideologies. The novel's portrayal of the Russian 

Revolution and the subsequent rise and fall of Communism is not just a 

historical account but a broader commentary on the human condition. By 

personifying animals to reflect human society, Orwell creates a powerful allegory 

that remains relevant in contemporary discussions about governance, equality, 

and the pursuit of utopian ideals. Animal Farm therefore offers profound insights 

into the dynamics of power and politics, wrapped in the deceptive simplicity of a 

farmyard fable. 

ACTIVITY 

1. Analysing the Fifth Paragraph 

A. Identify the Subject and Predicate: 

Task: Find the subject and predicate in this sentence from the third paragraph: 

‘The genre of Animal Farm can be classified as a fable.’ 

Hint: The subject is what or whom the sentence is about, and the predicate tells 

something about the subject. 

B. Identify the Main Idea: 

Task: What is the main idea of the paragraph? 

Hint: The main idea is the key message or point the paragraph is making. 

C. Break Down the Paragraph: 

Task: Divide the paragraph into the topic sentence, body, and concluding 

sentence. 

Hint: The topic sentence introduces the main idea, the body provides more 

detail, and the concluding sentence sums up the paragraph. 

2. Writing a Paragraph about the Passage 

Task: Write a paragraph summarising the entire passage. Use this structure: 

A. Topic Sentence: Start with a sentence that introduces the overall theme 

of your paragraph. 

B. Body Sentences (Three): Add three sentences with details from the 

passage, explaining the main points. 

C. Concluding Sentence: End with a sentence that wraps up your thoughts. 
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Hints for Writing: 

Topic Sentence: Begin by mentioning how Animal Farm is more than just a story 

about farm animals. 

Body Sentences: Discuss the metaphor for the Russian Revolution, the use of 

animals to symbolise humans and political ideas, and Orwell's critique of 

Communism. 

Concluding Sentence: Conclude by stating how the story of Animal Farm offers 

a deeper understanding of history and political ideas. 

LESSON 7—ANIMAL FARM – CHARACTERISATION 

Note: You will need to have read Chapter 2 of Animal Farm to proceed with this 

lesson. 

Now that we've explored the theme of Communism in Russia through Animal 

Farm, next, we'll focus on the characterisation of the pigs and their role in the 

story. We'll see how their actions and decisions impact the farm and what they 

represent in this allegorical tale. Stay tuned! 

Let's start by understanding what characters are in a novel. 

What are Characters in a Novel? 

Characters in a novel are the people or animals that the story is about. They can 

be humans, animals, or even imaginary creatures. They have their own 

personalities, feelings, and actions.  

Here is an example of how you might write about Napoleon’s character. 

Do an outline first: 

1. Observe Napoleon: 

2. Understand Napoleon's Personality: 

3. Look at Napoleon's Actions: 

4. Consider the key actions Napoleon takes in the story: 

5. Think About Napoleon's Role in the Story: 

6. Use Descriptive Words: 

Here is an example of what the character description of Napoleon might look like:  

In Chapter 2 of Animal Farm by George Orwell, Napoleon is one of the important 

pigs on the farm. He's not as talkative as Snowball, another pig, but he's really 
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smart in his own way. Napoleon is kind of serious and likes to get things done. 

He's part of planning the big idea with the other animals to make the farm a 

better place for all of them. Napoleon, along with Snowball and Old Major, the 

wise old pig, help to come up with the rules that they think will make life fair for 

every animal on the farm. Even though he's just one of the pigs in this part of 

the story, you can tell he's going to be really important as things start to change 

on the farm. He seems like he's going to be a big leader for the animals. 

ACTIVITY 

1. Now write a character description of Mr. Jones, the farmer. Use Chapters 1 

and 2 as a reference. Remember, this is just a guide to help you think about 

what to write: 

A. Introduce Mr. Jones: 

Hint: Start by describing who Mr. Jones is. Is he the owner of the farm? 

What kind of person does he seem to be at the beginning of the story? 

B. Describe His Actions: 

Hint: Think about what Mr. Jones does in these chapters. How does he 

treat the animals? Are there any specific actions that show what he is like 

as a farm owner? 

C. Understand His Role in the Story: 

Hint: Why is Mr. Jones important in Animal Farm? What does his 

character represent in the early part of the story? 

D. Mr. Jones's Impact on the Animals: 

Hint: How do the animals feel about Mr. Jones? Do they like him, fear 

him, or respect him? Why do they feel that way? 

E. Use Descriptive Words: 

Hint: When writing about Mr. Jones, try to use words that help the reader 

picture him and understand his personality. For example, instead of just 

saying ‘Mr. Jones is the owner of the farm,’ you could say ‘Mr. Jones, the 

neglectful and indifferent owner of the farm...’ 

F. Conclude with His Influence on the Plot: 

Hint: How does Mr. Jones's behaviour contribute to what happens in these 

chapters? Does it set the stage for any major events or decisions by the 

animals? 
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Remember, when writing about a character, you want to show who they are 

through their actions, words, and the way other characters react to them. This 

helps the reader understand not just what the character is like, but also why 

they are important in the story. Good luck with your writing! 

2. When you have completed your paragraph on Mr Jones look at our sample 

paragraph to see if it’s similar. Rewrite your paragraph and show it to your 

parent for comment.  

LESSON 8—COMPOUND SUBJECT AND PREDICATE  

A. Mr and Mrs Jones live in the farmhouse, on Manor Farm. 

B. The workers cut the grain and carry it to the barn. 

ACTIVITY 

1. The first sentence has two subjects; name them.  

2. What is the predicate of the first sentence? 

3. What is the subject of the second sentence?  

4. Name the two predicates in the second sentence. 

Note: When two or more simple subjects are united, they form a 

compound subject. 

When two or more simple predicates are united they form a 

compound predicate. 

5. Name the subjects and predicates in the following sentences and tell which 

are compound: 

A. Bushes and trees were covered with soft, white snow. 

B. Apples, peaches, and pears grew in the orchard. 

C. The farmer ploughed the ground and planted the seed. 

D. The great trees and the sparkling brooks made the meadow beautiful. 

E. Tokyo and London are large cities. 

F. The women gathered the grain and ground it into flour. 

G. The rain watered the thirsty fields and made them fresh and green again. 

H. Picasso and Monet were great artists. 

I. The leaves let go of the branches and floated gently to the earth. 

J. History and geography are very interesting studies. 
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LESSON 38—POSSESSIVE NOUNS 

Possessive nouns are nouns that show ownership or possession.  Recognising 

possessive nouns is easy because they always show an apostrophe. 

A. The morning’s snow is gone by night. 

B. The stars are the night’s candles. 

C. The sculptor’s chisel cut the block of marble. 

D. Sculptors’ chisels are sharp. 

E. The artist’s greatest picture was not sold. 

F. Artists’ materials are sold at this store. 

ACTIVITY 

1. Copy from the sentences all nouns in the possessive form. Indicate next to 

each which are in the possessive singular (PS – refers to one thing), and 

which are in the possessive plural (PP – refers to more than one thing).  

2. For each of the following nouns, write the possessive singular  

Note: Add an apostrophe. 

A. day   

B. bed  

C. rose  

D. duck  

E. forest  

F. oak  

G. town  

H. village  

I. river  

J. robin  

K. winter 

3. To make a plural noun possessive that doesn’t end in the letter ‘s’ add an 

apostrophe and an ‘s.’  

Example: fish = fish’s or mice = mice’s 

If the plural noun ends in an ‘s’ it becomes possessive by adding an apostrophe 

at the end.  

Example: books = books’ or rivers = rivers’ 

A. How is the possessive of nouns in the singular formed? 

B. How is the possessive of nouns in the plural ending in s formed? 

C. Form the possessive plurals of the six nouns you have written. 
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Week 12—Lesson 41 – Base ‘phone’ 

Definition and Origin of 'Phone' 

The term 'phone' originates from the Greek word 'phonē,' meaning 'sound' or 

'voice.' This root is essential for English words about sound, whether it's the 

voice, music, or noise. It underpins many sound production, transmission, and 

reception words. From telephones to phonetics, the root 'phone' is crucial to our 

understanding and description of auditory phenomena. 

Examples with Suffixes and Prefixes 

Suffix Example: Adding '-graph' to 'phone' gives 'phonograph.' A 'phonograph' is 

an early sound-reproducing machine that uses cylinders to record and 

reproduce sound. 

Prefix Example: By adding 'tele-' to 'phone,' we get 'telephone.' A 'telephone' is a 

device that allows users to communicate across distances by transmitting 

sound. 

Vocabulary Words 

- Telephone: A device for transmitting sound over long distances 

(tel/e/phone). 

- Phonetic: Relating to speech sounds (pho/net/ic). 

- Symphony: An elaborate musical composition (sym/pho/ny). 

- Megaphone: A device for amplifying and directing the voice (meg/a/phone). 

- Microphone: A device that converts sound into an electrical signal 

(mi/cro/phone). 

- Earphone: A device worn in or over the ear for listening to sound without 

disturbing others (ear/phone). 

- Headphone: A pair of earphones joined by a band worn over the head 

(head/phone). 

- Homophone: A word pronounced the same as another but differing in 

meaning (ho/mo/phone). 

- Xylophone: A musical instrument with wooden bars (xy/lo/phone). 

- Phonics: A method of teaching reading and spelling (pho/nics). 

- Phonograph: A sound-reproducing machine (pho/no/graph). 

- Phonemic: Relating to phonemes, which are the perceptually distinct units 

of sound (pho/ne/mic). 

- Phonogram: A symbol representing a vocal sound (pho/no/gram). 
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- Saxophone: A musical instrument of the woodwind family (sax/o/phone). 

- Phonetics: The study and classification of speech sounds (pho/net/ics). 

- Audiophone: A device for aiding impaired hearing (au/di/o/phone). 

- Dictaphone: A device used to record and reproduce spoken words 

(dic/ta/phone). 

- Cacophony: Harsh, discordant sounds (cac/o/pho/ny). 

Dictation 

The moment Lucy finished her breathless explanation, the other three all began 

speaking at once. Their voices rose in a confused cacophony, each one trying to 

talk over the others as they argued about wardrobes, hiding places, and 

impossible stories. Lucy stood her ground, though her cheeks flushed with 

frustration, for she knew what she had seen. But the more she tried to explain, 

the louder the noise became.  

Paraphrase from The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis (Chapter 3) 

ACTIVITY  

Write 3 complex sentences using 3 of these vocabulary words.   
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LESSON 42—A CACOPHONY OF CATS 

 

Carol Singing by Louis William Wain 

ACTIVITY 

1. Use this picture prompt to expand this simple sentence: They played. 

- When: ________________________________________________________________ 

- Who:   ________________________________________________________________ 

- Where: _______________________________________________________________  

- Why: _________________________________________________________________ 

2. Write a short story in your notebook (or digitally) with the title A Cacophony 

of Cats. Use this picture as your inspiration.  
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LESSON 43—NATURE WRITING  

 
Common Wombat by John Gould 

 
Western Grey Kangaroo by John Gould 

 
Echidna by John Gould 

 
Common Brushtail Possum by John Gould 

ACTIVITY 

Expand the following sentences. Use the guiding questions to help you add detail 

and make your sentence more descriptive.  

1. Echidnas have spines.  

Where:______________________________________________________________ 

When: ______________________________________________________________ 

Why:________________________________________________________________ 

How: _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Wombats have pouches.  

Where:______________________________________________________________ 

When: ______________________________________________________________ 

Why:________________________________________________________________ 

How: _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Kangaroos survive.  

Where:______________________________________________________________ 

When: ______________________________________________________________ 

Why:________________________________________________________________ 

How: _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Possums can be found.  

Where:______________________________________________________________ 

When: ______________________________________________________________ 

Why:________________________________________________________________ 

How: _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON 44—NATURE WRITING  

Using the four elaborated sentences (from Lesson 43) you have created, write 

one paragraph. 

Begin with this topic sentence. 

Across Australia, numerous native animals exhibit extraordinary adaptations 

enabling them to flourish. 

Finish with this concluding sentence. 

It is fascinating to see how these four iconic animals have adapted to the harsh 

conditions found in the Australian bush. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  




