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Introduction 

My Homeschool English is a simple straightforward curriculum that cuts out the 

busy work and gets children writing, reading and thinking. Using knowledge rich 

themes, this language arts resource is your gateway to a holistic and effective 

English education. 

Lessons include explicit writing instruction, reading practice, sentence level 

grammar, vocabulary, spelling, poetry appreciation, picture study, copy work, 

narration and compositions.  

My Homeschool English requires minimal preparation. However, you will need to 

be available for some lessons because there is some teacher/student interaction. 

In most cases one lesson shall represent one day’s work. However, as your child’s 

teacher, you can best determine the amount of work that should be done. In most 

circumstances lessons will only take about 30 - 40 minutes. 

This resource is six months of work which is aimed towards the last half of the 

homeschool year. It has been broken down into 18 weeks with three lessons per 

week plus one weekly spelling and dictation activity. There are two 8-week sections, 

and the 9th week used as a catch up assessment or revision. 

Grade Level and Syllabus Alignment  

This resource is intended for use with a child aged 11 - 12. It forms part of the My 

Homeschool curriculum for Year 6/Grade 6. It is to be used in conjunction with our 

other resources that work on literacy and writing.  

This has been written to follow the Australian Curriculum v9 Year 6, the NSW 

Curriculum Year 6 (Stage 3), the WA Curriculum Year 5, NZ Curriculum Year 7 and 

Common Core Grade 6.  
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Writing Lesson with a Knowledge Rich Curriculum 

Writing lessons are inspired by Judith Hochman1 and Charlotte Mason. The 

Hochman method is an explicit style of teaching writing that shows children how to 

write sentences and paragraphs. The Charlotte Mason method teaches writing 

mostly through narration, dictation and copywork. Both these methods are well 

suited for teaching in a homeschool setting.  

This resource includes weekly dictation, Charlotte Mason’s primary method for 

teaching spelling and some narrations (tell me what you know). You will also find 

more narration exercises in other My Homeschool knowledge rich resources. 

Providing children with a knowledge rich curriculum and explicit writing instruction 

is one of the tenets of this English curriculum. Research shows2 that teaching 

writing skills, without knowledge, impairs a child’s ability to write well in the future. 

Although it may not be as apparent in the primary years, a lack of knowledge leads 

to comprehension problems when children progress to writing about more complex 

topics. Our goal is to teach writing skills while using worthwhile content. 

Whilst the Hochman method is much more structured than the Charlotte Mason 

method, there are many shared ideas. Firstly, Charlotte Mason believed it was 

important to teach writing within a literary context. Secondly, she believed that 

sentences are the place to start teaching grammar. Thirdly, both utilise picture 

study to stimulate written content. Fourthly, Charlotte was anti twaddle, this meant 

a knowledge rich curriculum was a priority. Finally, the last one to highlight (there 

are more) is they both believed in teaching writing across the curriculum, in all 

subjects. So, even though this resource doesn’t follow the Charlotte Mason Method 

strictly, many ideas coalesce, and you can still use her method as you teach other 

subjects.  

Theme for My Homeschool English 6B  

Term 1: Shakespeare, character and compassion 

Term 2: Financial wisdom and money management 

 

  

 

1 The Writing Revolution by J Hochman and N Wexler © 2017 
2  The Knowledge Gap by N Wexler © 2020 
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Before You Start Skills  

This resource assumes that your child has already been introduced to the following 

skills and has completed My Homeschool English 6A. However, if your child hasn’t, 

don’t worry! We will continue to work on developing their skills this year. But be 

aware, your child may need some additional support with the following skills if they 

haven’t learnt them before. 

Prior Knowledge Skills  

− Understands that a sentence has a predicate, a subject and it expresses a 

complete thought. (Appendix 1) 

− Can write a compound sentence with conjunctions. (Appendix 3 & 4) 

− Can understand the different types of sentences. (Appendix 2) 

− Has a basic understanding of parts of speech (nouns, verbs, pronouns, 

adverbs, adjectives, conjunctions, prepositions). 

− Writes with verb tense agreement. 

− Uses quotation marks for direct speech. 

− Uses the skill of sentence expansion by using ‘when’, ‘where’ and ‘why’ 

questions. 

− Identifies, and inserts, an appositive into a sentence. (Appendix 4) 

− Understands commas are used to separate meaning. (Appendix 5) 

− Identifies key words in a passage. (Appendix 6) 

− Understands paragraphs have a topic and concluding sentence. (Appendix 

7) 

− Can write a cohesive paragraph. 

Revision of Skills 

For parents wanting to revise some of the writing, punctuation and grammar 

concepts used in this resource, we provide some initial teaching suggestions for 

teachers in the next section, plus we include teaching tips in some lessons, and we 

have an Appendix, at the back of this resource, for key concepts. Please use these 

when needed.  
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Week 1—Lesson 1 – Root Word ‘mone’ 

The root word 'mone' is often associated with the Greek root 'monē', which means 

‘to advise’ or ‘to warn.’ This root is integral to various words that pertain to warning 

or advising, often seen in terms related to monitoring or premonition.  

Examples with Suffixes and Prefixes 

Suffix Example: Adding '-tor' to a derivative of 'mone' gives us 'monitor.' 'Monitor' 

means to watch, observe, or check something over a period. 

Prefix Example: By adding the prefix 'pre-' to 'monition,' we get 'premonition.' 

'Premonition' means a strong feeling that something is about to happen, typically 

something unpleasant. 

Vocabulary Words 

- Monitor: To observe or check the progress or quality of something over a 

period. 

- Admonish: To warn or reprimand someone firmly. 

- Premonition: A strong feeling that something is about to happen, especially 

something unpleasant. 

- Summons: An order to appear before a judge or magistrate, or the act of 

sending out an authoritative message. 

- Admonition: An act or action of admonishing; authoritative counsel or warning. 

- Remonstrate: To make a forcefully reproachful protest. 

- Demonstrate: To show clearly by giving proof or evidence. 

- Monitored: Past tense of monitor; watched over or checked. 

- Monitoring: The act of observing something (and sometimes keeping a record) 

to get information. 

- Monitors: Plural of monitor; devices or people that carry out the function of 

monitoring. 

- Demonstrative: (Related to demonstrate) showing feelings openly. 

- Summoning: The act of authoritatively calling someone to be present. 

- Remonstration: The action of remonstrating; a protest. 

- Unmonitored: Not watched over or checked. 

- Admonitory: Giving or conveying a warning. 

- Demonstrator: A person who shows how a device or product works. 

 

 



Page|16               Year 6 Course Version – Not for Resale  

Weekly Dictation 

Lucas always remembered his mother’s wise words about friendship, particularly 

her favourite saying: ‘Admonish your friends privately, but praise them openly.’ 

This advice resonated well with a Bible verse she often quoted, ‘If your brother or 

sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen 

to you, you have won them over.’ Following this guidance, when Lucas noticed his 

friend Emma making a mistake, he discreetly pulled her aside to discuss it, 

careful not to embarrass her. Later, during the youth camp, he publicly praised 

Emma for her hard work on their project, demonstrating that true friendship is 

about supporting and respecting one another. 

ACTIVITY 

Write 5 sentences using 5 of these vocabulary words. 
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LESSON 2—INTRODUCTION TO SHAKESPEARE 

Almost 500 years ago, in a parish church in Stratford-upon-Avon, a market town 

in Warwickshire, England, a baby named William Shakespeare was baptised. Little 

did his parents know that this child would become one of the greatest playwrights 

in history. Not much is known about his childhood, but we know he married and 

had children. When he moved to London his reputation as a respected playwright 

flourished. In his lifetime—he died at the age of fifty-two—he wrote thousands of 

poems and nearly forty plays.  

Shakespeare, with a quill as mighty as any sword, had a magical way of bending 

and shaping words to his will. He crafted over 1,700 new words that ‘bedazzled’ and 

‘swaggered’ through the pages of his plays. Imagine a world where we didn’t have 

the word 'gloomy' to describe a dreary day, or 'laughable' when something tickled 

our funny bone – we owe these words, and many more like 'lonely,' 'hurry,' and 

'generous,' to Shakespeare. These words, fresh and alive, helped paint his scenes 

and characters with vivid strokes, making his tales as colourful as a market square 

on festival day. 

The stage was Shakespeare’s realm, where he conjured worlds of varied hues and 

temperaments. He penned plays that danced across all the genres known to the 

murmuring crowds of his time – histories, comedies, and tragedies. His histories, 

like 'Henry V' and 'Richard III,' told tales of kings and battles long gone; his 

comedies, such as 'Much Ado About Nothing' and 'Merchant of Venice,' made bellies 

ache with laughter; while his tragedies, including 'Romeo and Juliet' and 'King Lear,' 

often left his audience with tears in their eyes and a heavy but wiser heart. 

But what, you might ask, was Shakespeare trying to teach us through these plays? 

Beneath the crowns and the jests, the ghosts and the giggles, lay deep pools of 

wisdom. Shakespeare explored the virtues of love, honesty, integrity, and the 

consequences of jealousy, hatred, and deceit. Through characters that felt as real 

as our neighbours, he showed us the beauty of forgiveness and the tragedy that 

befalls those who stray from the path of kindness and truth. 

So, young learners, as we turn the pages of Shakespeare’s plays, let us travel back 

in time. We’ll walk the bustling streets of London, sit in the candle-lit globes of 

theatres, and learn life’s lessons through tales that promise to enchant and 

enlighten. Shakespeare’s plays, a treasure trove of knowledge and joy, await to 

unfold their secrets. Let the adventure begin! 
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ACTIVITY 

1. Write an outline on the Shakespeare passage. Use this template.  

(See Appendix 7 for a revision on writing paragraph outlines). 

Main Topic Key Words & Details 

Introduction  

 

Body Paragraph 1  

 

 

Body Paragraph 2  

 

 

Body Paragraph 3  

 

 

Concluding 

Paragraph 
 

 

2. Write a one paragraph summary on what you have learnt about Shakespeare this 

lesson.  
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LESSON 3—MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING – A COMEDY* 

In Sicily is a town called Messina, which is the scene of a curious storm in a teacup 

that raged several hundred years ago. 

Act I: Mischief in Messina 

It began with sunshine. Don Pedro, Prince of Aragon, in Spain, had gained so 

complete a victory over his foes that the very land whence they came is forgotten. 

Feeling happy and playful after the fatigues of war, Don Pedro came for a holiday to 

Messina, and in his suite were his stepbrother Don John and two young Italian 

lords, Benedick and Claudio. 

Benedick, a merry chatterbox, had determined to live a bachelor. Claudio, however, 

no sooner arrived in Messina than he fell in love with Hero, the daughter of Leonato, 

Governor of Messina. Meanwhile, Benedick and Beatrice, Leonato's niece, 

exchanged witty and sharp banter, each declaring disdain for love. 

Act II: A Plan of Love and a Plan of Mischief 

At a grand masquerade ball, Don Pedro, aiding young love, wooed Hero in Claudio's 

stead. But mischief brewed as the sullen Don John, jealous and brooding, plotted 

to sour Claudio’s joy. He tricked Claudio into believing Don Pedro wooed Hero for 

himself. Meanwhile, Beatrice and Benedick continued their war of words, neither 

admitting a growing fondness beneath their jests. 

Act III: Confusion and Accusation 

Don John’s mischief peaked when he convinced Claudio that Hero was untrue. Poor 

Claudio, duped and heartbroken, denounced Hero at the altar, causing her to faint 

from shock. All believed her dead, but the wise Friar Francis suggested a plan: 

declare Hero dead until they could prove her innocence. 

Act IV: A Glimmer of Hope 

While Hero lay 'dead', Beatrice and Benedick confessed their love for each other. 

Meanwhile, the truth of Don John's deceit was uncovered by the local watch, who 

arrested the villainous Borachio, a co-conspirator, who boasted of his deeds. 

Act V: Love and Laughter Triumph 

Hero’s innocence proven, Claudio mourned her 'death' but was given a chance for 

redemption. He agreed to marry Leonato’s 'niece', who was, in truth, Hero herself. 

Surprised and overjoyed to find her alive, their wedding proceeded. Beatrice and 

Benedick, too, joined in matrimony, turning their sharp tongues to vows of love. 
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Amidst laughter and dancing, all was set right, and even the news of the sullen Don 

John’s capture could not dampen the spirits of those in love. 

Through every act, the laughter of misunderstandings and the comedic errors of 

those in love rang true, proving that even a storm in a teacup can end with sunshine 

and smiles in the merry town of Messina. 

A Play by Shakespeare 

In a play, the structure is divided into parts called acts and scenes, which help 

organise the story and its events. Think of a play like a book, where acts are like 

the chapters, and scenes are like the pages within those chapters. Each act in a 

play groups together parts of the story that are related to each other, and each scene 

within an act changes when the location changes, when new characters enter or 

leave, or when a new part of the story begins. For example, in William Shakespeare's 

play Much Ado About Nothing, there are five acts. The first act sets up the story, 

introducing us to the main characters and the beginning of their adventures and 

problems. The scenes switch between different locations and groups of characters 

to show us what everyone is doing. 

Much Ado About Nothing uses its acts and scenes to take us through a funny and 

sometimes serious story about misunderstandings and tricks in love. In Act 1, 

Scene 1, we are at Leonato's house in Messina, where we meet characters like 

Beatrice, Benedick, Claudio, and Hero. This scene sets up the romantic conflicts 

and the playful battles of wit, especially between Beatrice and Benedick, who both 

swear they will never fall in love but end up doing just that. The scenes that follow 

show other locations and events, such as the masked ball in Act 2, where more 

misunderstandings happen, and everyone's relationships get more complicated. 
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ACTIVITY 

1. Using the outline summary of each act of Much Ado About Nothing, write a 

numbered list of the key events that occur in the play (according to each act). 

2. Identify 8 characters from the play. Describe their connection with other 

characters.  

3. Each act of a play has a scene. The stage needs props to make it look like that 

place. Read through the acts, choose one act, and draw a scene from it. 

LESSON 4—WORDS FROM SHAKESPEARE 

POLONIUS: What do you read, my lord? 

HAMLET: Words, words, words. 

Excerpt from Hamlet by Shakespeare 

Nowadays there are more than five billion people who speak English but back in 

Shakespeare’s day there were only 5 million. Shakespeare expanded the English 

lexicon—dictionary of the English language—by more than 1700 words. He 

combined words like ‘eye’ and ‘ball’ or ‘birth’ and ‘place’ to make more descriptive 

words. He also created new words like ‘bedazzled’ and ‘zany’.  

Shakespeare was a wordsmith—an artist with his words—and he did that by 

choosing his words wisely and carefully.  

When you write, using specific verbs and nouns it makes your stories and 

descriptions much more interesting and clear. For example, instead of saying 

someone ‘said’ something, you could use ‘chuckled’ to show that they are laughing 

a little as they speak, which adds emotion to your writing. Instead of describing 

something as ‘the food was good,’ you could use a word like ‘delicious’ as this tells 

us exactly what kind of good—maybe it’s something tasty! And rather than just 

saying ‘bird’, if you say ‘Blue Fairy Wren’, your reader can picture a very specific 

and colourful bird. This way, your words paint a clearer picture in the reader's mind, 

making your writing more engaging and enjoyable to read. 
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ACTIVITY 

1. Write more specific interesting words for this list of verbs. 

- said_________________________________________________________________________ 

- went ________________________________________________________________________ 

- got__________________________________________________________________________ 

- did__________________________________________________________________________ 

- made _______________________________________________________________________ 

- came________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Write more specific words for these adjectives. 

− good  ____________________________________________________________________ 

− bad ______________________________________________________________________ 

− fun ______________________________________________________________________ 

− pretty ____________________________________________________________________ 

− ugly  _____________________________________________________________________ 

− nice______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Write 10 sentences using some of these words that Shakespeare created.

addiction 

arch-villain 

assassination 

bedazzled 

belongings 

birthplace 

bloodstained 

blushing 

bump 

champion 

circumstantial 

cold-blooded 

compromise 

countless 

courtship 

critic 

dauntless 

dishearten 

dislocate 

dwindle 

fashionable 
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frugal 

generous 

gloomy 

grovel 

hurry 

jaded 

label 

lacklustre 

laughable 

lonely 

luggage 

majestic 

marketable 

mimic (as a verb) 

monumental 

moonbeam 

negotiate 

noiseless 

obscene 

pious 

premeditated 

radiance 

swagger 

zany
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LESSON 26—PHRASES AND CLAUSES* 

In the world of English grammar, two key building blocks are clauses and phrases. 

Let's explore what they are and how they differ, and also dive into some specific 

types of phrases like noun phrases, prepositional phrases, and verb phrases. 

Clauses 

A clause is a part of a sentence that includes both a subject (who or what the 

sentence is about) and a verb (what the subject is doing). For example, in ‘The dog 

barks,’ ‘The dog’ is the subject and ‘barks’ is the verb. Clauses can be: 

• Independent clauses, which can stand alone as a sentence, such as ‘I enjoy 

reading.’ 

• Dependent clauses, which cannot stand alone and need to be attached to an 

independent clause to make sense. For example, ‘because it is exciting’ 

becomes complete when connected to another clause: ‘I enjoy reading because 

it is exciting.’ 

Phrases 

A phrase is a group of words that work together as a unit but doesn't have both a 

subject and a verb. It might have one, neither, or other parts of speech, but not both 

a subject and a verb. For example, ‘under the bed’ is a phrase indicating location. 

Phrases enhance sentences by providing additional details like location (‘in the 

garden’), time (‘after dinner’), or description (‘very tall’). 

Types of Phrases 

• Noun Phrase: Acts like a noun in a sentence and usually includes a noun 

with more information describing the noun, as in ‘the quick brown fox.’ 

• Prepositional Phrase: Begins with a preposition and ends with a noun or 

noun phrase, adding details about time, place, or manner, like ‘on a sunny 

day’ or ‘under the table.’ 

• Verb Phrase: Consists of a main verb along with helping verb (be, can, do, 

have) and/or modal verbs (can, may, will, might), which refines the meaning 

of the main verb, such as in ‘will be running’ or ‘has been completed.’ 

Differences: Clauses always contain a subject and a verb, potentially standing 

alone if they are independent. Phrases do not contain both a subject and a verb and 

cannot stand alone. Clauses can express a complete thought (if independent), while 
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phrases typically provide additional information about other elements in the 

sentence. 

ACTIVITY 

1. Indicate if the below word groups are either a Clause (C) with a subject and a 

verb or a Phrase (P). Underline the verb and circle the subject. 

    A. The cat sleeps       __________ 

    B. She sings beautifully      __________ 

    C. Walking through the park     __________ 

    D. On summer holidays              __________ 

    E. As the clock struck twelve     __________ 

    F. He quickly finished his homework    __________ 

    G. If you see her       __________ 

    H. Beside the flowing river      __________ 

    I. They danced until midnight     __________ 

    J. With great enthusiasm      __________ 

    K. When the rain starts      __________ 

    L. Carrying a heavy bag      __________ 

    M. At the sound of the bell      __________ 

    N. Before the sun rises       __________ 

    O. The leaves turn brown in autumn    __________ 

    P. She can speak three languages              __________ 

    Q. The birds chirped loudly      __________ 

2. Choose eight of the phrases and turn them into complete sentences.  
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LESSON 27—GRAMMAR OF A SENTENCE*  

A noun that refers to a particular person, place, or object is called a proper noun. 

Italy is a proper noun, it is the name of a particular country.  

A noun that belongs to one of a class of persons, places or objects, is called a 

common noun. Block is a common noun. 

ACTIVITY 

In Florence, near the gate of the city, there was a huge block of pure white marble.  

1. Underline the nouns in the above sentence.  

2. Does the block refer to any particular object, or to one of a class of objects? 

3. Does Florence refer to a particular place, or to one of a class of places? 

4. With what kind of letter do all proper nouns begin? 

5. What are the adjectives that describe the block of marble?  

6. What is the position and location of the block? (prepositional phrase) 

7. What is the subject of the sentence? (See Appendix 1 if you need a revision.) 

8. What is the predicate of the sentence? (See Appendix 1 if you need a revision.) 

  

Madonna della Pietà by Michelangelo - Mary holding Jesus after the crucifixion. Found 

in Vatican City, Rome.  
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LESSON 47—BIAS IN LITERATURE* 

Kill Cash 

Note: Bias and emotive language highlighted. 

Cash should be swiftly phased out and replaced with digital currency due to its 

myriad shortcomings and inefficiencies. Cash transactions are archaic relics of a 

bygone era, burdened with risks of theft, loss, and mismanagement. The physicality 

of cash hampers efficiency and convenience in modern transactions, leading to 

unnecessary delays and complications. Embracing digital currency is the logical 

evolution towards a more secure, streamlined, and technologically advanced 

financial system. By transitioning to digital currency, society can rid itself of the 

burdensome shackles of cash, ushering in a new era of financial prosperity and 

innovation. 

Identifying Bias in Literature 

Bias in literature can often be identified through the use of loaded language and 

one-sided arguments that promote a particular viewpoint while disregarding 

opposing perspectives. In the provided passage, bias is evident in the portrayal of 

cash transactions as outdated and inefficient, with digital currency presented as 

the only viable alternative. The language used, such as describing cash as ‘archaic 

relics’ and ‘burdensome shackles,’ reflects a negative bias towards cash while 

emphasising the supposed benefits of digital currency. Additionally, the passage 

fails to acknowledge potential drawbacks or concerns associated with digital 

currency, such as privacy issues or technological vulnerabilities. To identify bias in 

literature, it is important to critically examine the language, tone, and arguments 

presented, considering whether alternative viewpoints are fairly represented and 

evaluated. 

Factual Articles 

Objective Language: Factual articles typically use neutral language to present 

information without expressing personal opinions or biases. They rely on verifiable 

facts and evidence to support their claims. 

Balanced Presentation: Factual articles aim to provide a comprehensive overview 

of a topic by presenting multiple viewpoints, if applicable. They strive to give readers 

a well-rounded understanding without favouring one perspective over others. 
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Credible Sources: Factual articles cite reputable sources to back up their claims 

and ensure accuracy. These sources are typically experts in the field or credible 

organisations with relevant expertise. 

Absence of Emotion: Factual articles avoid emotional language or appeals to 

manipulate readers' emotions. Instead, they focus on presenting information 

logically and objectively. 

Spotting the differences: 

− Pay attention to the language used: Neutral language suggests a factual article, 

while emotionally charged language indicates bias. 

− Consider the presentation of multiple viewpoints: Factual articles present a 

balanced view, while bias articles may ignore opposing perspectives. 

− Evaluate the credibility of sources: Factual articles rely on reputable sources, 

whereas bias articles may use questionable or biased sources. 

− Be wary of appeals to emotion: Factual articles appeal to logic and evidence, 

while bias articles may try to manipulate emotions to sway opinions. 

ACTIVITY 

1. Highlight the bias words used in this passage. (See example with ‘Kill Cash’). 

Cash is King 

Digital currency should be swiftly phased out and replaced with traditional cash or 

bartering systems, as it represents a dangerous encroachment on personal privacy 

and freedom. The widespread adoption of digital currency threatens to erode 

individual autonomy by subjecting financial transactions to invasive surveillance 

and government control. Moreover, digital currency is vulnerable to hacking and 

cyber-attacks, exposing users to the risk of financial ruin and identity theft. 

Embracing cash or bartering ensures the preservation of personal liberties and 

protects individuals from the perils of digital manipulation and exploitation. Let us 

reject the dystopian vision of a cashless society and reclaim our fundamental right 

to financial anonymity and sovereignty. 

2. Do you think the article in Lesson 46 was bias or factual? Give reasons to support 

your answer.  

2. Complete these sentences using bias and emotive language. Exaggerate your 

viewpoint. 

    A. Chicken salt should never be used on chips because_________________________ 
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    B. Chicken salt must be on chips, so __________________________________________ 

    C. Children should always be given pocket money, so ___________________________ 

    D. Children should never be given pocket money because _______________________ 

    E. Pyjamas should never be worn during homeschool lessons because ___________ 

    F. Pyjamas should always be worn during homeschool lessons, so_______________ 

3. Complete these sentences making them represent a factual and balanced point 

of view. 

    A. Chicken salt can be used on chips but _____________________________________ 

         __________________________________________________________________________ 

    B. Children can be given pocket money but __________________________________ 

         __________________________________________________________________________ 

    C. Pyjamas can be worn during homeschool lessons but ______________________ 

         __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LESSON 48—RELATIVE PRONOUNS* 

Teacher’s Note: Explaining relative pronouns can get very technical but for this lesson 

we will focus on usage rather than all the rules. To keep it simple we focus on the 

concept that relative pronouns introduce more information about a noun mentioned 

earlier in the sentence.  

Sentences tell a story and move us along a path of understanding. Crafting a long, 

detailed sentence can be a wonderful thing, but it also has the potential to become 

confusing. 

You have learnt about personal pronouns, where we describe ourselves or others 

–I, me, you, they, them etc...  

Relative pronouns help us add more about someone or something in a sentence 

without starting a new sentence. They differ to appositives because they are not 

renaming a noun – they are adding new information.  

Common Relative Pronouns: 

• ‘who’ (for people) 
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LESSON 50—RICH DAD POOR DAD* 

But more money will often not solve the problem. In fact, it may compound the 

problem. Money often makes obvious our tragic human flaws, putting a spotlight 

on what we don’t know. That is why, all too often, a person who comes into a a 

sudden windfall of cash—let’s say an inheritance, a pay rise, or lottery winnings—

soon returns to the same financial mess, if not worse, than the mess they were in 

before. Money only accentuates the cash-flow pattern running in your head. If your 

pattern is to spend everything you get, most likely an increase in cash will just 

result in an increase in spending. Thus, the saying, ‘A fool and his money is one big 

party.’ 

From Rich Dad Poor Dad by Robert T Kiyosaki ©2022 

ACTIVITY 

1. Explain in your own words what the author is trying to say. 

2. Combine these two sentences to make one sentence. 

         More money will often not solve the problem.  

More money may compound the problem.  

3. Inserting new information.  

    A. Read the following passage without the highlighted passage. Does it still make 

sense if we were to omit the highlighted passage? 

That is why, all too often, a person who comes into a sudden windfall of cash—

let’s say an inheritance, a pay rise, or lottery winnings—soon returns to the 

same financial mess, if not worse, than the mess they were in before. 

    B. The highlighted section is new information. What punctuation marks 

surround the new information? 

To Remember: Dashes and commas can sometimes do the same job in a sentence. 

But if there are already many commas and you want to add new information, it's 

better to use dashes or parentheses. This helps make everything easier to read. 

    C. What new information is the highlighted information giving us an example of? 

4. Highlight the new information in these sentences: 

    A. Even though there was a drought last winter,  the oak tree—the one by the 

creek—has grown taller since last spring. 
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    B. In ‘Romeo and Juliet’—a play written by Shakespeare—the main characters 

face tragic love. 

    C. Shakespeare—famous for his plays—also wrote many sonnets about love and 

nature. 

    D. A savings account—where you can keep your money—helps you save up for 

big purchases. 

    E. Honesty—a valuable trait in any person—builds trust with others. 

    F. Pocket money—earned by doing chores—can be saved for special toys or 

games. 

5. The following sentence has a hyphenated word:  

‘Money only accentuates the cash-flow pattern running in your head’. 

What is the hyphenated word in the above sentence? ______________________________ 

To Remember: Hyphenated words are two words joined by a little dash called a 

hyphen. We use hyphens to make it clear that the words together have a special 

meaning, like ‘mother-in-law.’ Hyphens also help avoid mix-ups, making sure 

everyone knows exactly what you mean. In the above passage, ‘cash-flow’ is a 

compound noun where the hyphen helps to link ‘cash’ and ‘flow’ into a single 

concept, making it clear that it refers to the movement of cash within a business or 

system. Notice that a hyphen is a short dash where as the dash used that acts in 

a similar way to a comma is a long dash.  




