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Chapter 1: The Origins of Man - Genesis
Perspective

Man is Made in the Image of God and He has Work to Dol!

Here is a biblical account of where it all began (Genesis 1 to 5). Many today
believe that early man was primitive, gradually evolving from scattered tribes
into civilisations over thousands of years. However, the Bible presents a
different history—one of intelligence, purpose, and rapid development.
According to Scripture, man was created with knowledge and responsibility,
given the task of stewarding creation. Yet, after the Fall, that role became
more difficult. Work was no longer effortless, and survival required toil and
pain.

THE FIRST PROMISE

Though Adam and Eve faced the consequences of their sin, God gave a
promise. In Genesis 3:15, He foretold a future Redeemer who would defeat
evil. This is often regarded as the first prophecy of the Messiah. Despite their
exile from Eden, humanity continued to grow, spreading across the land.
Adam’s descendants multiplied, and through his son Seth, the lineage
continued. From this line came Noah, whose story would mark a turning point
in history.

THE WORLD BEFORE THE FLOOD

Far from being primitive, early man was advanced. Genesis 4 describes Cain’s
descendants as city-builders, musicians, and metalworkers—skilled artisans
shaping the world. They tamed animals, developed tools, and crafted
instruments. Unlike the gradual progression imagined by modern theories,
civilization did not emerge from scattered hunter-gatherers but from people
already possessing remarkable knowledge.

During this time, humanity shared a common language. From Adam to the
Tower of Babel, there was one tongue. Some scholars suggest this may have
been an early form of Hebrew, as many ancient names hold meaning in that
language.

Yet, alongside human ingenuity, wickedness also spread. The world became
corrupt, leading to the greatest catastrophe in history—the Flood.

THE STORY OF NOAH

Noah'’s story is pivotal. The Bible traces his genealogy from Adam, marking
ten generations. Interestingly, records from Sumer list eight kings before a
great flood, and the Epic of Gilgamesh contains a strikingly similar account
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of a man who built a great boat to survive a deluge. Could these be distorted
memories of the same event? (Genesis 6:11 — 8:19)

The ark Noah built was no small vessel—it was massive, built to withstand
the storm of judgment. Animals entered, not in endless varieties, but
according to their kinds.”’ Noah did not need every breed of dog, for example—
just a pair representing the canine kind, from which all others would later
descend.

THE SCIENCE OF THE FLOOD

For centuries, people assumed that fossils were evidence of the flood. It was
only with the rise of Darwinism that this view was challenged. Yet, geological
evidence supports a worldwide catastrophe. Many fossils appear to have been
buried suddenly, even mid-meal. Deep valleys and vast layers of sediment
point to rapid, massive water movement. The world that emerged after the
flood was radically different.

A NEw WORLD, AN ICE AGE, AND THE FIRST CITIES

After the flood, the earth’s climate changed. Some scientists suggest that an
Ice Age followed, lasting for centuries. Human lifespans, once stretching
nearly a thousand years, began to shorten.

Survivors of the flood faced a harsh reality—they had no homes, no farms, no
cities. They had to rebuild from nothing. Could this explain the discovery of
cave dwellings, ancient tools, and early migrations? Rather than evolving from
primitive ancestors, post-flood humans were simply finding shelter in a world
reshaped by catastrophe.

THE SEARCH FOR THE ARK

For centuries, reports of Noah’s Ark have persisted. The ancient historian
Josephus claimed that relics of the Ark could still be seen in Armenia. Marco
Polo noted that locals believed the Ark rested on a snow-covered mountain.
Babylonian records state that Noah’s descendants settled in Mesopotamia.
Though its exact location remains unknown, the legacy of the Ark is woven
into history. Genesis 8:4 describes the Ark landing on the mountains of
Ararat. Modern-day Mount Ararat (Agrt Dagy) is located in eastern Turkey,
near the borders of Armenia and Iran.

NIMROD AND THE TOWER OF BABEL

A century after the flood, mankind rebelled again. The mighty hunter Nimrod
rose to power, founding cities like Babylon and Akkad. His ambition led to the
construction of the Tower of Babel, an attempt to reach the heavens. God’s
response was swift—languages were confused, and humanity was scattered.
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THE ORIGINS OF NATIONS

This dispersion shaped the world. Linguists identify around 70-90 original
language families—remarkably close to the number of nations listed in
Genesis 10. As groups migrated, they carried distinct traits. Genetic studies
confirm that when populations split, physical differences emerge rapidly.

From Noah’s sons, the world’s nations were born:
o Japheth’s descendants spread across Europe and parts of Asia.

« Ham’s descendants settled in Africa, Canaan, and possibly the Far
East.

« Shem’s descendants—the Semitic peoples—became the ancestors of
the Israelites and many Middle Eastern nations.

The first civilizations—Sumer, Ur, Nineveh—arose from these early
migrations.

A LEGACY CARVED IN STONE

Unlike the slow progression imagined by most secular historians!, ancient
civilisations appeared fully developed. Massive ziggurats in Mesopotamia,
pyramids in Egypt and Mesoamerica, and long-distance trade networks all
suggest that early man possessed remarkable knowledge.

The past is not a story of primitive tribes slowly discovering fire—it is a story
of brilliance, loss, and rebuilding. It is the story of human ingenuity and divine
intervention, of civilizations rising, falling, and leaving their mark upon
history.

As we move forward through time, we will see how these first generations laid
the foundation for the empires, cultures, and conflicts that shaped the world
we know today.

TIMELINE OF KEY DATES

c. 4000 BC — Adam and Eve created

c. 2348 BC — Noah comes down from Ark
c. 2242 BC — Tower of Babel

1 Some secular historians believe that archaeological evidence points to advanced civilisations
predating a worldwide catastrophic event. For example, you can watch Graham Hancock’s
Ancient Apocalypse on Netflix.
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Chapter 2: The Origins of Man - Evolution

The origins of man have been debated for centuries, with two primary
explanations emerging—one rooted in the Creation through intelligent design
and another in the theory of evolution. The biblical account describes
mankind as a unique creation, made in the image of God, while the
evolutionary model suggests humans descended from a common ancestor
with apes, gradually developing over millions of years. Both perspectives
influence how history, archaeology, and science are interpreted.

THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION AND ITS ASSUMPTIONS

The concept of biological evolution is often confused with the broader Theory
of Evolution. Biological evolution—the observable process of changes within
species over generations either by loss or mutation of genetic information—is
an undeniable scientific fact. Farmers and breeders have used this principle
for centuries to enhance crops and livestock. However, the Theory of Evolution
extends far beyond this by claiming that all species, including humans,
evolved from a common ancestor by a process resulting in the addition of
genetic information over very long periods of time.

af$ies

Darwin speculated that humans, monkeys, and apes might have evolved from

an earlier, unknown species. His book The Descent of Man (1871) proposed
that because chimpanzees and gorillas live in Africa, early humans must have
originated there. This idea remains the foundation of modern evolutionary
anthropology.

However, many key questions remain unanswered:
o [If all life evolved from a single cell, where did that first cell come from?
e How did non-living matter suddenly give rise to life?

e If humans and apes share a common ancestor, why is there no
definitive evidence of transitional forms?

The more science advances, the more complex life appears. The supposed
‘simple cell’ that Darwin envisioned is now known to be a sophisticated
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system, containing intricate genetic code and self-repair mechanisms. Even
in the fossil record, where we might expect to see clear evidence of gradual
transformation from one species to another, we instead find sudden
appearances of fully formed creatures.

FossIL EVIDENCE — FACT OR INTERPRETATION?

Palaeontologists have searched for human ancestors for over a century, yet
most discoveries are subject to intense debate. One of the most famous early
human fossils, Australopithecus afarensis (better known as Lucy), was
initially presented as a missing link. However, further analysis revealed that
Lucy possessed curved finger bones suited for tree climbing, a feature more
characteristic of modern apes than humans.

Another controversial case is Mungo Man, a fossil found in Australia’s Lake
Mungo region in the 1970s. Initially dated to approximately 40,000 years old,
Mungo Man became central to discussions about human migration. However,
different dating methods have produced widely varying results, with some
suggesting dates as recent as 20,000 years. These inconsistencies highlight
the challenges in determining absolute ages through radiocarbon and
luminescence dating techniques.

From a biblical perspective, human fossils like Mungo Man fit within post-
Flood history, possibly representing early human dispersions following the
Tower of Babel (Genesis 11). Rather than proving long evolutionary timelines,
these discoveries could indicate rapid migration and adaptation in the
centuries after the flood.

Similar disputes have surrounded other famous discoveries:

— Java Man (1891) and Peking Man (1920s) were originally hailed as
human ancestors but are now classified as either fully human or
extinct ape species.

— Neanderthals, once thought to be primitive, are now recognised as
fully human, with evidence of art, tools, and even burial rituals.

Despite decades of searching, the true ‘missing link’ remains missing. Each
new discovery is met with excitement, only to be quietly reclassified later when
contradictions emerge.

DATING CONFLICTS: CAN SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE AGREE?

One of the primary arguments for evolution is the supposed ancient age of
human fossils. However, dating methods are not as straightforward as they
appear. Radiocarbon dating, for example, measures the decay of carbon-14 in
once-living material. Yet, its accuracy decreases significantly beyond a few
thousand years. Other methods, such as potassium-argon or luminescence
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dating, rely on assumptions about environmental conditions that cannot be
verified.

From a biblical perspective, early human remains belong to people who lived
post-Flood, adapting to new environments as they spread across the world.
The Ice Age that followed the Flood may explain why some groups lived in
caves and left behind simple tools, not as primitive humans but as survivors
in a harsh new world.

DOES SCIENCE DISPROVE THE BIBLE?

Some claim that science and faith cannot coexist, but this is a
misunderstanding. Both perspectives—evolutionary and biblical—interpret
the same evidence through different worldviews:

« The evolutionary view assumes long ages and gradual change.

o The biblical view accepts God's creation as recorded in Genesis and
interprets scientific findings within this framework.

Both require faith. Evolutionists believe that life arose from non-living
chemicals through unknown processes. Biblical creationists trust that God
designed life with purpose.

THE DEBATE CONTINUES

The origins of man remain a topic of deep debate. While evolutionary theories
propose long timelines and gradual change, the Bible presents a history of
humanity that begins with intelligent design, a single language, and a global
flood that shaped early civilizations.

Scientific evidence, from linguistic studies to fossil finds, does not contradict
the biblical account when viewed through a creationist lens. Instead, it
supports the idea of a world where humans appeared suddenly, spread
rapidly, and established civilisations—just as Genesis describes.

As we continue exploring history, we will see how early nations rose and fell,
shaping the ancient world in ways that align more closely with the biblical
narrative than with evolutionary assumptions.

Please Note: This idea is explored further in Semester 2 (Term 4) in Deep Time
History Australia.
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Chapter 7: The Hittites Empire

As Mesopotamian and Egyptian civilisations flourished, another powerful
empire emerged in Anatolia (modern-day Turkey). The Hittites, an Indo-
European people, built a formidable kingdom that challenged both Egypt and
Mesopotamia for dominance in the ancient Near East. Though their empire
eventually faded from history, their contributions to warfare, diplomacy, and
law left a lasting impact on the ancient world.

For centuries, the Hittites were known only through biblical references, such
as those mentioning the Hittite people in Canaan (Genesis 15:20, 2 Samuel
11:3). However, in the early 20th century, archaeologists uncovered their lost
capital, Hattusa, along with thousands of clay tablets inscribed in the Hittite
language. These discoveries confirmed that the Hittites were not merely a
small tribal group but the rulers of a vast and sophisticated empire.

ORIGINS AND RISE TO POWER

The origins of the Hittites remain uncertain, but linguistic evidence suggests
they were Indo-European, meaning they spoke a language related to Greek,
Latin, and Sanskrit. They arrived in Anatolia around 2000 BC, gradually
settling in the central highlands. By 1650 BC, they had established their
capital at Hattusa, near modern-day Bogazkale, Turkey.

The Hittites were skilled warriors and engineers, known for their massive
stone fortifications. Their cities were protected by thick walls, large gates, and
underground tunnels, making them nearly impenetrable to invaders. They
also developed a highly organised government, ruled by a king who was both
a military leader and high priest.

WARFARE AND THE IRON AGE

One of the Hittites' greatest military advantages was their early use of iron
weapons. While neighbouring civilisations still relied on bronze, the Hittites
learned to smelt iron, creating stronger swords, armour, and chariots. This
technological advancement gave them a significant edge in battle.

The Hittites were also renowned for their chariot warfare. Their three-man
chariots—one driver, one warrior, and one shield-bearer—were more stable
and efficient than the two-man chariots used by the Egyptians and
Mesopotamians. This innovation helped the Hittites dominate the battlefield
and expand their empire.

THE HITTITES AND EGYPT — THE BATTLE OF KADESH

By 1400 BC, the Hittite Empire controlled much of Anatolia and northern
Syria, bringing them into direct conflict with Egypt. The struggle for
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