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Writing Lesson with a Knowledge Rich Curriculum

Writing lessons are inspired by Judith Hochman! and Charlotte Mason. The
Hochman method is an explicit style of teaching writing that shows children how to
write sentences and paragraphs. The Charlotte Mason method teaches writing
mostly through narration, dictation and copywork. Both these methods are well
suited for teaching in a homeschool setting.

This resource includes weekly dictation, Charlotte Mason’s primary method for
teaching spelling and some narrations (tell me what you know). You will also find
more narration exercises in other My Homeschool knowledge rich resources.

Providing children with a knowledge rich curriculum and explicit writing instruction
is one of the tenets of this English curriculum. Research shows? that teaching
writing skills, without knowledge, impairs a child’s ability to write well in the future.
Although it may not be as apparent in the primary years, a lack of knowledge leads
to comprehension problems when children progress to writing about more complex
topics. Our goal is to teach writing skills while using worthwhile content.

Whilst the Hochman method is much more structured than the Charlotte Mason
method, there are many shared ideas. Firstly, Charlotte Mason believed it was
important to teach writing within a literary context. Secondly, she believed that
sentences are the place to start teaching grammar. Thirdly, both utilise picture
study to stimulate written content. Fourthly, Charlotte was anti twaddle, this meant
a knowledge rich curriculum was a priority. Finally, the last one to highlight (there
are more) is they both believed in teaching writing across the curriculum, in all
subjects. So, even though this resource doesn’t follow the Charlotte Mason Method
strictly, many ideas coalesce, and you can still use her method as you teach other
subjects.

Themes for My Homeschool English 7A
Term 1: Heroes of the Ancient World

Term 2: Creative Writing and Plays

1 The Writing Revolution by J Hochman and N Wexler © 2017
2 The Knowledge Gap by N Wexler © 2020
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Week 1—Lesson 1 — Dictation & Grammar

Australia’s First Prime Minister

There is an air of excitement in Sydney as preparations are made to celebrate the
birth tomorrow of the Commonwealth of Australia. The Prime Minister, Mr Barton
has announced the formation of the first Federal Cabinet in which he also holds the
post of Foreign Minister. The city is filling with the leaders from the capitals of all
the states and some 50 000 people are thought to have arrived for the celebrations.

From a Newspaper Article—December 1900

ACTIVITY

1. Write the above passage from dictation.

2. Parse the second sentence of the dictation passage underlining the nouns and

place a tick (v ) above the articles.

There is an air of excitement in Sydney as preparations are made to celebrate the

birth tomorrow of the Commonwealth of Australia.

An article is a word used to show whether a noun refers to something specific or
not. In English, there are two types of articles: the definite article ‘the’, which refers
to something specific, and the indefinite articles ‘@’ and ‘an’, which refer to
something general.

A common noun is a general name for a person, place, thing, or idea. It is not
capitalised unless it starts a sentence. A proper noun is a specific name for a
particular person, place, organisation, or thing. In short, common nouns are
general, while proper nouns are specific.

Example sentence identifying the noun and articles.

v

There is an air of excitement in Sydney as preparations are made
v v
to celebrate the birth tomorrow of the Commonwealth of Australia.
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LESSON 10—PERSONIFIED TOOLS IN ANCIENT STORIES

Personification has been a powerful tool in many ancient stories to illustrate heroic
qualities, allowing abstract ideas or objects to take on human-like traits. Here are
some examples of ancient stories where personification plays a key role in
highlighting heroism:

1. Thor and Mjolnir (Norse Mythology)

In Norse mythology, Thor, the god of thunder, wields Mj6lnir, a magical hammer
that is often personified with almost human qualities. Mjolnir isn’t just a tool or
weapon; it embodies strength and power, reflecting Thor’s own heroic traits. The
hammer is described as if it has a will of its own, returning to Thor’s hand no matter
how far it is thrown, as if loyal and obedient. Thor’s heroic adventures are tied
closely to the presence of Mjolnir, making it an extension of his own identity and a
symbol of his protective nature as a defender of gods and humans.

Example: Mj6lnir, Thor’s hammer, eagerly returned to his hand after every throw,
as if it could never be separated from its master.

Here Mjolnir is personified as eager and loyal to Thor.
2. Achilles’ Shield (Greek Mythology)

In Homer’s Iliad, the shield of Achilles is more than just a piece of armour; it is
depicted with personified qualities that reflect the heroic stature of its owner. The
shield is intricately described with scenes of human life, embodying the larger world
that Achilles is fighting to protect. The personification of the shield as a microcosm
of human civilisation elevates Achilles' role as a hero fighting for the survival of
culture and order. The craftsmanship and detail attributed to the shield almost give
it a life of its own, symbolising the weight of heroism and destiny Achilles carries
into battle.

Example: Achilles’ shield seemed to whisper the stories of battles fought long ago,
carrying the weight of history on its bronze surface.

Here Achilles’ shield is personified as whispering stories of battles.
3. Excalibur (Arthurian Legend)

Excalibur, King Arthur’s sword, is personified as a symbol of rightful kingship and
divine power. In many versions of the Arthurian legends, Excalibur is not just a
weapon but a symbol of Arthur’s authority and heroism. The sword’s magical
origins—gifted by the Lady of the Lake—and its association with strength and
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justice make it more than an inanimate object. It represents Arthur’s heroic destiny,
as well as his responsibilities to rule justly.

Example: Excalibur gleamed with a sense of justice, as though the sword itself
understood its sacred duty to uphold the kingdom.

Here Excalibur the sword is personified as understanding justice.
4. The Golden Fleece (Greek Mythology)

In the myth of Jason and the Argonauts, the Golden Fleece is personified as a
symbol of authority and divine favour. Although not directly human-like, the fleece
holds immense power and value, embodying the hero’s quest for legitimacy and
leadership. Jason’s journey to retrieve the Golden Fleece is filled with personified
elements of nature and magic that test his bravery, much like the fleece itself
represents the goal of heroic achievement.

Example: The Golden Fleece beckoned to Jason, urging him onward, promising
power to those who were brave enough to claim it.

Here the Golden Fleece is personified as beckoning Jason.
5. Anansi’s Web (African Folklore)

Anansi, the trickster spider god from West African folklore, uses his web not only
as a tool but as an extension of his cunning and intelligence. The web often takes
on personified qualities, representing Anansi’s ability to manipulate and control
situations. Though Anansi is more of a trickster hero than a warrior, his stories use
personification to reflect the intelligence and resourcefulness that define his
heroism.

Example: Anansi’s web stretched across the trees, plotting and scheming as if it
shared in the trickster’s cunning.

Here Anansi’s web is personified as plotting and scheming.

ACTIVITY

1. Identify the human qualities used in these sentences.

A. Mjo6lnir thundered with joy each time Thor raised it, eager to unleash its power
upon his enemies.
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B. Excalibur hummed with anticipation in King Arthur’s hand, ready to fulfill its
promise of victory.

C. The shield of Achilles gleamed brightly under the sun, as if it were proud to
protect the great warrior.

D. The Golden Fleece pulsed with a quiet strength, as though it guarded secrets
of ancient power within its golden threads.

E. Anansi’s web trembled with excitement, waiting to ensnare the next
unsuspecting victim in its clever design.

F. The stars in the sky watched over Bunjil’s creation, twinkling with approval at
the eagle’s work shaping the earth.

2. Write your own sentences describing an event and giving personified traits to the

following tools or objects:
A. A book
B. A pen
C. Saw
D. Rocks
E. Tree

F. Water
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LESSON 38—PICTURE STUDY — CREATIVE WRITING PROMPT

Srry Nightby Vincent n Gg
This week, you'll be using Vincent van Gogh's famous painting, The Starry Night, as

the inspiration for a creative story. Follow along with these steps, and by the end,
you'll have crafted a unique tale that brings the painting to life.

ACTIVITY

Complete the following activities in your notebook.
1. Immersing Yourself in the Painting

First, take a moment to gaze at The Starry Night. What do you see? Imagine you're
standing in the middle of that quiet village, looking up at the swirling sky. What do
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the stars look like? How does the night air feel? Close your eyes and picture yourself
right there, under the moonlight, with the wind softly blowing.

Now, think about how this scene makes you feel. Is it peaceful? Mysterious? Maybe
a little bit magical?

— Take a minute to jot down any thoughts or feelings that come to mind as
you look at the painting. This will help you set the mood for your story.

2. Mapping Out Your Story

Every great story has a few key parts: a setting, characters, a problem, and a
resolution. Let’s start by creating a simple map for your story, inspired by ‘The
Starry Night.’

Setting: Your story will take place in the village below the swirling sky. Think about
the details: Are there little houses with warm lights glowing inside? Is the village
quiet, with only the sound of the wind?

— Write down a few sentences to describe your setting.

Characters: Who lives in this village? Maybe there’s a lonely artist who spends his
nights painting the stars. Or perhaps a curious child who loves to explore after dark.
You could even imagine a wise old owl watching over the village.

— Write down the names and a few details about your main characters.

Problem: Something strange or magical is happening in the village tonight. Is there
a mysterious light in the sky? Or perhaps the stars are whispering secrets? Think
about what problem your characters might face.

— Write down your ideas.

Resolution: How will your characters solve the problem? Maybe they discover a
hidden power in the stars, or they learn a valuable lesson. Write down how your
story will end.

— Now, look at your story map. Do you see the beginnings of a tale? You’re
ready to bring it to life!

3. Oral Storytelling Practice

Before you start writing, try telling your story out loud. Imagine you’re sharing it
with a friend. Start by describing the setting, then introduce your characters, and
finally, tell what happens to them.
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As you speak, listen to your own words. Does the story flow smoothly? Are there
any parts that need more detail or excitement? This is your chance to play around
with ideas before you put them on paper.

LESSON 39—WRITING YOUR INTRODUCTION

In the last lesson we did all the brainstorming and imagining for our story. Now it’s
time to take your plan and begin turning it into a story. Remember, this is just your
first draft, so it doesn’t have to be perfect. Focus on getting your ideas down.

You can use a notebook to handwrite your story but typing up your story will make
it easier to make corrections and changes.

For this story you will write an introduction that introduces the character and
setting.

Introduction/Beginning

— Revise your notes and begin setting the scene. Give emotions you are
feeling.

— Describe the Setting: Use vivid language to bring the village and the sky to
life. Instead of saying, The stars were bright,” you might say, ‘The stars
shimmered like diamonds scattered across the sky.’

— Introduce Your Characters: Show your characters’ thoughts and feelings.
How do they react to the mysterious events? What do they say to each
other?

LESSON 40—IMPROVING YOUR STORY

Using the introduction you have written, spend this lesson revising and improving
each sentence. Ask yourself the following questions:

- Does the introduction explain the setting? Can I make it more descriptive?
Is it leading the story towards the story plot?

- Is the character introduced? Have I captured their personality in the
narrative?

- Is the mood of the passage reflected in the adverbs and adjectives I've
chosen?

Make a final version of the introduction.
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Term 3 - Theme

This term, you will embark on an exciting journey into the world of rhetoric and
reasoning. You'll explore how arguments are constructed, how ideas are
communicated, and how to identify faulty reasoning and persuasive techniques
designed to mislead. By understanding these tactics, you’ll learn to think critically,
recognise logical fallacies, and craft stronger arguments in both writing and
everyday life.

Through the enchanting lens of fairy tales and fiction, we’ll uncover the reasoning
behind the actions of some of our favourite characters and examine the cleverly
devised traps that led them astray. We'll also explore examples of flawed logic in the
real world, making connections between storytelling and real-life persuasion.

This term’s theme is designed to equip students with essential tools to navigate the
world of ideas, arguments, and persuasion with confidence and clarity. By the end
of the term, students will not only see fairy tales in a new light but also develop a
sharper eye for the reasoning that shapes the stories and messages they encounter
every day.

Extension Reading & Viewing
For those wanting to explore these ideas further, we recommend:

The Fallacy Detective by Nathaniel and Hans Bluedorn — A fun and accessible book
that explores logical fallacies in everyday settings.

Watch: Hoodwinked — A clever animated film that reimagines classic fairy tale
characters and their perspectives.

This term will be engaging, and thought-provoking, because great thinkers make
great writers!
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LESSON 2—THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES — LOGIC AND

REASONING

Long ago, in a grand city, there lived an Emperor who was renowned for his vanity.
His love for fine clothing and his obsession with appearances made him an easy
target for deception. One day, two cunning weavers arrived at the palace and
promised to create garments of unmatched beauty. These garments, they claimed,
had a magical quality—they would be invisible to anyone unfit for their position or
hopelessly foolish. The Emperor, eager to showcase his wisdom and status,
commissioned the weavers at once.

The weavers set up their looms and pretended to work, though they wove nothing
at all. When the Emperor sent his ministers to check on their progress, none dared
to admit they saw nothing on the looms. If I cannot see the cloth,” thought each
minister, it must mean I am unworthy of my position.” So, to preserve their pride
and status, they praised the weavers’ non-existent work, marvelling at the ‘splendid
colours’ and ‘exquisite patterns.” The ministers’ false reports only emboldened the
weavers and heightened the Emperor’s anticipation.

When the day came for the Emperor to don his new clothes, he stood before the
mirror in nothing but his undergarments. The weavers, with great pomp, pretended
to dress him in the imaginary garments, declaring how marvellous he looked. The
Emperor, too, was unable to see the clothes but feared appearing foolish. He praised
the weavers and stepped out to parade before his people. The citizens, much like
the ministers, did not wish to appear unfit or foolish. They applauded and admired
the Emperor’s fine clothes,’ though no one saw anything at all.

It was a child, innocent and unburdened by social fears, who broke the spell. ‘But
he’s wearing nothing!’ cried the child. The crowd fell silent, and then murmurs
spread like wildfire. Logic and reason, stifled by fear and conformity, began to
reassert themselves. The child’s simple observation exposed the absurdity of the
situation, showing how easily people could be led to accept falsehoods when they
feared standing out.

This tale highlights the importance of critical thinking and the courage to question
what we are told. The Emperor and his subjects allowed their reasoning to be
clouded by pride and social pressure. By examining their actions, we learn how
crucial it is to trust our senses, weigh evidence, and resist being swayed by fear or
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the desire to conform. Logic and reasoning are powerful tools that help us uncover
truth, even when the world insists otherwise.

ACTIVITY

Prepare a multi paragraph outline. See Appendix 7 if you need a revision on how to
do this.

Main Topic | Key Words & Details

Introduction

Body

Paragraph 1

Body
Paragraph 2

Body
Paragraph 3

Concluding
Paragraph
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LESSON 4—EMBEDDED ADJECTIVAL CLAUSES

In this lesson, you will revise how to use embedded adjectival clauses to add detail
and description to your writing. You will practise completing sentences with
embedded adjectival clauses and creating your own, using examples inspired by
The Emperor’s New Clothes as well as other topics.

What is an Embedded Adjectival Clause?

An embedded adjectival clause is a dependent clause that describes or provides
more information about a noun or pronoun in a sentence. These clauses usually
begin with a relative pronoun like who, which, that, whose, or where.

For example:

The Emperor, who cared deeply about appearances, believed the weavers’ claims.

— The clause who cared deeply about appearances tells us more about ‘the
Emperor.’

The palace, where the grand parade was held, was filled with cheering crowds.

— The clause where the grand parade was held provides additional information
about ‘the palace.’

What is the Difference Between an Appositive and an Adjectival Clause?

While both appositives and adjectival clauses provide additional information about
a noun, they function in slightly different ways.

An appositive, is a noun or noun phrase that renames or defines another noun in
the sentence. It doesn’t describe actions or relationships but instead provides a
second name or additional identity for the noun.

For example:

The Emperor, a man obsessed with fashion, believed the weavers’ claims.

— The appositive a man obsessed with fashion renames and further identifies
the Emperor without using a relative pronoun.

Key Difference:

e« An adjectival clause adds descriptive details, often involving actions or
qualities, and uses relative pronouns to connect the clause to the noun.
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e An appositive renames or defines a noun and is typically a single word or
phrase without a relative pronoun.

In both cases, the additional information is placed within the sentence to give the
reader more context, but their structures and purposes are distinct.

Appositive and embedded adjectival clauses are placed within the main sentence
and are separated by commas.

ACTIVITY

1. Read each sentence carefully and decide whether the bolded section is an
adjectival clause or an appositive. Write your answer next to the corresponding
letter.

A. The Emperor, a man obsessed with fashion, spent all his money on clothes.

B. The citizens, who were afraid of being seen as foolish, praised the invisible
garments.

C. The weavers, clever tricksters, relied on fear and pride to deceive the court.

D. The child, whose honesty revealed the truth, spoke loudly to the crowd.

E. The castle, a towering structure of stone, stood high above the town.

F. The parade, where everyone gathered to see the Emperor, ended in
embarrassment.

G. The child, an innocent observer, was the only one brave enough to tell the truth.

H. The palace, where the grand parade was held, was filled with cheering crowds.

2. Add an embedded adjectival clause to finish these sentences. Use the prompts in
brackets to guide your thinking:
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LESSON 22—THE FALSE ASSUMPTION OF A FLAT EARTH

For much of human history, many societies believed that the Earth was flat,
imagining it as a vast, stationary plane. This assumption was based on observations
of the horizon appearing straight and the inability to perceive the curvature of the
Earth with the naked eye. In ancient times, myths and legends often depicted the
Earth as a flat surface supported by pillars, floating in an endless ocean, or bordered
by impassable edges. These ideas were widely accepted because they aligned with
everyday experiences and lacked the tools or knowledge to challenge them.

However, this assumption was profoundly incorrect. As early as the 6th century BC,
Greek philosophers such as Pythagoras and later Eratosthenes provided evidence
for a spherical Earth through observations of the stars, shadows, and the shape of
Earth’s shadow on the moon during eclipses. Despite this evidence, the flat Earth
belief persisted in some cultures for centuries, fuelled by limited access to
knowledge and a resistance to challenging long-held views. The advent of global
exploration in the 15th and 16th centuries, particularly voyages by figures like
Ferdinand Magellan, provided irrefutable evidence of the Earth's roundness, as
sailors returned to their starting points after circumnavigating the globe.

Surprisingly, some people today continue to believe in the flat Earth theory despite
overwhelming scientific evidence to the contrary. These individuals often reject
mainstream science, citing personal observations and distrust of authorities. Yet,
just as in the past, the flat Earth theory reflects how assumptions can thrive when
critical thinking and evidence-based enquiry are absent.

This shift in understanding from a flat to a spherical Earth highlights the
importance of questioning assumptions and seeking evidence. By examining beliefs
critically and embracing scientific enquiry, humanity has corrected many
misconceptions, paving the way for further discoveries about our world and our
place in the universe.

ACTIVITY

Using this guided activity, write a thesis statement for the above passage.

1. What is the central argument or main idea of this text?
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2. What are the most important details that support the main idea?

3. A thesis statement should clearly state the main idea of the passage in one
sentence. Use this structure to guide you:

« Begin with the topic.
e Add a claim or argument about it.

e Mention the correction or outcome.

4. Read your thesis statement aloud. Does it clearly summarise the passage? Does
it include the topic, claim, and outcome? Rewrite if necessary to ensure it is
concise and focused.
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LESSON 26—GETTING ON THE BANDWAGON

Every day, people make decisions based on what others are doing, often without
realising it. This is known as the bandwagon effect, a type of persuasive technique
used in advertising to convince people to follow the crowd. Advertisers use this
strategy to make products, movies, and trends seem more desirable simply because
‘everyone else is doing it.” The idea is that if something is popular, it must be good.
However, following trends without thinking critically can sometimes lead to
regrettable choices.

For example, Jake, a teenager, had no real interest in the new movie The Revenge
of the Missing Tofu. He hadn’t seen the trailer, and the plot sounded strange—a tofu
chef on a quest to avenge his stolen recipe. But when all his friends started talking
about it, posting on social media about how amazing it was, and making inside
jokes about the characters, Jake felt left out. He decided to buy a ticket, not because
he wanted to see it, but because everyone else was going. In the end, he found the
movie boring, but he had convinced himself it must be good because so many people
liked it.

Another example of the bandwagon effect can be seen in advertising for beauty
products. When a famous celebrity endorses an expensive new shampoo, claiming
it makes their hair shinier and healthier, thousands of people rush to buy it. Sophie,
seeing ads everywhere and hearing friends rave about it, decides to spend her
money on this high-priced shampoo, believing it will transform her hair. However,
after using it for a month, she realises her hair is no different from before. The
advertisement had convinced her that because so many people were buying the
product, it must work—without actually considering whether the claims were true.

The bandwagon effect influences many aspects of life, from the clothes people wear
to the brands they buy and even the opinions they hold. While trends can sometimes
introduce people to great products or experiences, blindly following the crowd can
lead to disappointment. Learning to think critically about advertising and peer
influence can help people make better choices based on logic and personal needs
rather than popularity.
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ACTIVITY

1. What is the central argument or main idea of this text?

2. What are the most important details that support the main idea?

3. Write a thesis statement for the above passage.

4. The bandwagon effect often influences our choices without us even realising it.
Think about times when you might have been influenced by what everyone else was
doing, whether in the clothes you wear, a book you read, a TV show you watched,
a game you played, or even the way you style your hair.

From your own experience, consider two specific examples where you followed a
trend or made a choice based on its popularity rather than your own interest or
preference. Reflect on how these choices were influenced by the bandwagon effect
and what the outcome was. Did you enjoy the experience, or did you later question
why you followed the crowd?

Instructions — Complete this in a notebook or in a digital format.

Choose one example from your own life—such as a popular book everyone was
reading, a trending TV show, or a style everyone was wearing.

Write a paragraph describing the situation.

— What was the trend or popular choice?
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TERM 4—THEME INTRODUCTION

This semester, we will learn about the elements of story writing using The Horse
and His Boy by C.S. Lewis as an example. Students will explore key literary
concepts, including plot, character development, setting, theme, and conflict, as
they read through the novel. Additionally, we will study C.S. Lewis’s autobiography,
examining how his life experiences shaped his writing.

Students must complete assigned readings before moving on to the next lesson.
Parents are encouraged to discuss answers with their child, especially if they find
it challenging to express their thoughts in writing.

Complete Novel Study Lesson in a Separate Notebook

The novel study lessons are to be completed in a separate notebook, on loose-leaf
paper placed in a folder, or on digital word processing software such as Microsoft
Word or Google Docs. Content is added throughout the study to character sketches
and chapter summaries.

A Chapter Summary can be found at the back of this resource.
Free Online Access to the Book

The Horse and His Boy — Project Gutenberg Canada

https:/ /gutenberg.ca/ebooks/lewiscs-thehorseandhisboy/lewiscs-thehorseandhisboy-00-h.html
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Week 10—Lesson 33 — Dictation & Grammar

Something like drowsiness had already descended upon him when he found himself
startled into vigilance. A peculiar noise was going on—a scuffling, irregular noise,
vaguely reminiscent of a football scrum. He stood up. The noise was unmistakable
by now. People in boots were fighting or wrestling or playing some game. They were
shouting too. He could not make out the words but he heard the monosyllabic
barking ejaculations of men who are angry and out of breath. The last thing Ransom
wanted was an adventure, but a conviction that he ought to investigate the matter
was already growing upon him when a much louder cry rang out in which he could
distinguish the words, ‘Let me go. Let me go,’ and then, a second later, T’'m not going
in there. Let me go home.’

From Out of the Silent Planet by C.S. Lewis © 1938

ACTIVITY

1. Write the above passage from dictation.

2. Parse the following sentence of the dictation passage: underline the nouns,
highlight the verbs, place a (c.) above the conjunction, circle thand place
an arrow to the noun they modify. Place brackets around the prepositional phrase.

People in boots were fighting or wrestling or playing some game.
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