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Lesson 1—Introduction to Place & Liveability 
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live high up in the mountains 
in a log cabin, or in an underground house? What about on the twentieth floor 
of a skyscraper or in a town of four people in outback Australia? People across 
the globe live in a huge variety of places. Size, appearance and location all 
vary. In these lessons we are going to consider what makes a place liveable. 
Are these factors that determine liveability measurable or a result of people’s 
perceptions? Let’s start by looking at the concept of ‘place’ and its significance. 

Place 
A place is more than just a location on a map—it is a space infused with 
meaning. In geography, we define place as a specific position on Earth’s 
surface that has both natural and human characteristics. A place could be as 
small as a garden bed or as vast as an entire region of the world. But what 
turns a location into a meaningful place? 

Think about your own home. Have you ever said to a friend, ‘Come over to my 
place’? What makes it feel like yours? Perhaps it holds memories of family 
gatherings, laughter shared over meals, or even the comfort of your favourite 
chair. A place is significant because of the connections we form with it. 

Places around the world vary immensely, and one way to distinguish them is 
by their population. Consider the five most populous countries in 2024, listed 
below. Notice that although India has the largest population, it is smaller in 
land size than both China and the United States, making it far more densely 
populated. 

Country  2024 population Area of country People per km2 

India 1,441,719,852 3.387 million km² 426 

China 1,425,178,782 9.597 million km² 149 

USA 341,814,420 9.8267 million km² 36 

Indonesia 279,798,049 1.905 million km² 147 

Pakistan 245,209,815 881,913 km² 278 

Australia 27,204,809 7.688 million km² 3.5 

New Zealand 5,300,000 268,021 km² 20 
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Australia, despite being the sixth largest country by land size, has a low 
population density. This contrasts sharply with countries like India, where 
people live much closer together. 

Another way to classify places is by their location relative to the Equator. The 
Equator runs through eleven countries and three oceans, and its position 
influences climate, lifestyle, and vegetation. Below are the coordinates of 
various places, showing how far they are from this central latitude. 

Location name Coordinates from Equator 

Quito, Ecuador 0.223⁰S 

Singapore 1⁰17’0’ N 

Nairobi, Kenya 1⁰17’0’ S 

Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo 4⁰19’30’S 

Bogota, Columbia 4⁰35’53’ N 

Sydney, Australia 33⁰51’ S 

Queenstown, New Zealand 45⁰01’52’S 

New York City, USA 40⁰45’20’ N 

London, England 51⁰50’ N 

 

If we were to divide the world into bands of latitude, we would find that the 
most densely populated area falls between 25-26°N, home to approximately 
278.6 million people. 

Remote Living 
What is it like to live in one of the most isolated settlements on Earth? Let’s 
step into the world of remote living. 

Remote settlements earn the title for one or more of the following reasons, 
they are hard to access, they are isolated, or they are a significant distance 
from a major population area.  

One of the most isolated settlements in the world is in a place called 
Ittoqqortoormiit, Greenland—coordinates 70⁰29’07’N 21⁰58’00’W. Tucked 
above the Arctic Circle, Ittoqqortoormiit is one of the most remote settlements 
on Earth. Snow blankets the land for nine months of the year, and the town 
is surrounded by breathtaking glaciers, the world’s largest national park to 
the north and an expansive fjord system to the south. Transportation is 
limited—residents rely on sled dogs, snowmobiles, and helicopters for 
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movement. The 350 inhabitants, part of the Inuit community, live in brightly 
coloured houses that contrast against the icy backdrop. Here, hunting is a 
way of life, with locals depending on polar bears, seals, and whales for 
survival. 

Tristan da Cunha is a remote volcanic island in the South Atlantic Ocean and 
is a British Overseas Territory. As an archipelago—a group of islands 
clustered together—it is considered the most isolated inhabited archipelago 
in the world. Located roughly halfway between South America and South 
Africa, Tristan da Cunha has no airstrip and can only be reached by boat. Its 
population of about 250 people descends from a small number of families, 
forming a close-knit community. The islanders sustain themselves through 
livestock farming, potato cultivation, and fishing, supplemented by a small 
lobster export industry. Life here is slow-paced, deeply rooted in tradition, 
and shaped by the island’s unique environment. The residents’ strong 
connection to their home was evident in 1961 when a volcanic eruption forced 
them to evacuate to England. Yet, once the danger had passed, most chose to 
return, demonstrating their deep attachment to the island. 

Ittoqqortoormiit, Greenland 
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Closer to home Coober Pedy is a remote opal mining town in the South 
Australian outback. The nearest major city is Adelaide which is 850 km away. 
The extreme desert heat in Coober Pedy results in many residents living in 
underground homes. Although in recent years the houses are dug into 
hillsides rather than down shafts. The attraction to live in Coober Pedy is the 
thought of striking it rich by mining opals. Many of the isolated settlements 
in Australian are in the outback, far from major cities, often with vast 
distances between them and limited access to infrastructure.  

 

Coober Pedy: Some homes are underground. You can see their fence 
boundaries and air vents 
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The most remote community in Australia is the Kiwirrkurra Community in 
Western Australia. With a population of only 180, it is located in the Gibson 
Desert 1200 km east of Port Headland and 850 km west of Alice Springs, with 
an Indigenous community who are passionate about maintaining their 
heritage. It was formed as a homeland for the Pintupi people who had been 
moved away from the area in the late 1950’s and 60’s. After 1983 many 
returned to live permanently in Kiwirrkurra, their traditional land. Aboriginal 
communities with unique cultural practices make up several remote 
settlements. 

Other examples of remote settlements in Australia include  

1. Cape York which is a remote region in Far North Queensland with 
diverse landscapes and Indigenous cultures.  

2. Macquarie Island a subantarctic island off the coast of Tasmania, which 
is used primarily for research purposes.  

Now, pause for a moment and take in your surroundings. What do you see 
outside your window? How far away is the nearest shop or school? Imagine 
stepping out your front door and seeing nothing but open land stretching for 
kilometres. How would life be different in one of these remote places? 
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TEST WHAT YOU KNOW 

Next Steps 

• Watch the videos in your Geography Links. 
• Write up what you have learnt this lesson in your geography book. 
• Answer the questions below 

Questions 

1. How would you describe ‘place’? 

2. When does a location become a place? 

3. Name 3 of the most remote places on earth. 

4. Think about your favourite place and describe why it is significant. 

5. Interview 2 or 3 people. It helps if they are different ages and not from the 
same family. Ask them what their favourite place is and why it is significant. 
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